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PREFACE 


This  work,  based  on  research  extending  over  a  period  of 
more  than  twenty  years,  has  entailed  the  reading  of  the 
Edinburgh  Advertiser  from  1764  to  1820. 

The  Governors  of  the  Hospital  have  been  good  enough  to 
allow  the  “  Campbell  Memoir  ”  to  be  published,  together  with 
extracts  from  their  Minute-Books. 

Acceptable  help  has  come  from  various  sources. 


Donaldson’s  Hospital, 
Edinburgh.  10 th  December  1927. 
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THE  DONALDSON  FAMILY 


[Captain]  James  Donaldson  (l)=Jean  Wedderburn, 


merchant, 
d.  1719. 


d.  1697. 


[Treasurer]  James  Donaldson  (2)=Elizabeth  Weir, 


weaver, 
d.  1754. 


d.  1768. 


John  Donaldson  (3) 
manufacturer. 


Alexander  Donaldson  (4)  =  Anna  Marshall, 


bookseller, 
d.  1794. 


d.  1792. 


James  Donaldson  (5)=Jean  Gillespie 


bookseller  and  (1770-1828).  /• 

publisher 
(1751-1830). 


(1)  Captain  James  Donaldson,  ‘the  writer  of  the  Gazette * 
as  he  was  called,  had  a  somewhat  chequered  career.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  ‘  merchant  in  Edinburgh,’  an  elastic  term  in  those 
days.  In  1689  he  served  as  an  officer  under  the  Earl  of  Angus, 
for  whose  regiment  he  levied  a  company  at  his  own  expense. 
Wounded  at  Killiecrankie  and  imprisoned  by  the  Highlanders 
for  some  weeks  in  Blair  Castle,  he  returned  to  the  Capital  to 
bring  grist  to  the  mill  for  himself  and  ‘  a  numerous  family.’ 

Excelling  in  poetic  composition,  he  satirised  certain  Edin¬ 
burgh  citizens  and  sold  the  verses  in  the  street.  He  is  reputed 
to  have  been  the  author  of  Husbandry  Anatomised  (1697)  and  A 
Picktooth  for  Swearers  (1698). 

Donaldson  obtained  (10th  March  1699)  full  warrant  and 
authority  from  the  Privy  Council  to  publish  the  Edinburgh 
Gazette  (the  second  publication  of  that  name),  ‘  containeing 
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ane  abridgment  of  fforaigne  newes  togither  with  the  occur- 
rances  at  home,’  which  may  be  ‘  both  usefull  and  satisfying 
to  the  leidges.’  On  8th  June  he  suffered  a  reverse,  being 
thrown  into  the  Tolbooth  for  giving  publicity  to  false  state¬ 
ments,  but  the  Privy  Council  liberated  him  after  five  days  on 
condition  that  a  committee  of  their  own  should  in  future  censor 
his  Gazette  before  printing. 

Next  month  Donaldson  enlisted  the  sympathy  of  the 
Convention  of  Royal  Burghs,  and  obtained  a  subsidy  of  £30. 
He  supplemented  a  meagre  income  by  printing  ‘  buriall  letters,’ 
a  feature  of  which  was  ‘  the  decencie  and  ornament  of  a  border 
of  skeletons,  mortheads,  and  other  emblems  of  mortality.’ 
Their  Lordships  also  granted  him  the  monopoly  of  the  device 
‘  for  the  space  of  nyntein  years.’  Six  years  having  passed, 
the  Captain  petitioned  the  Privy  Council  to  prohibit  Adam 
Boig  from  publishing  an  opposition  newspaper,  the  Edinburgh 
Courant,  the  prayer  of  the  petition  being  duly  granted. 

Donaldson  next  met  with  trouble  from  the  Hammermen 
of  Edinburgh,  when  he  proposed  to  contract  4  with  some 
gentlemen  for  setting  up  a  fire-arm  manufacture.’  He  pos¬ 
sessed  little  mechanical  skill,  the  blacksmiths  regarding  him 
as  an  interloper.  On  this  occasion  the  Privy  Councillors 
refused  him.  Nothing  daunted,  he  explained  to  the  Council 
how  to  make  work  easy  in  4  forging,  boring,  and  beating  of 
gun-barrels,  cutting  of  files,  grinding  and  polishing  of  fire-arms,’ 
in  connection  with  which  he  exhibited  models.  So  much 
impressed  were  their  Lordships  that  they  granted  him  the 
privileges  which  he  solicited. 

City  Records,  1st  September  1703  :  4  James  Donaldson, 

merchant,  is  made  Burgess  and  Guild  Brother  of  this  Burgh.’ 
Donaldson  petitioned  the  Convention  of  Burghs  in  1709  for 
assistance  to  enable  him  to  publish  a  Treatise  on  Book-keeping 
for  the  benefit  of  young  traders. 

Published  twice  a  week,  the  Edinburgh  Gazette  died  a 
natural  death  in  1707,  but,  strange  to  tell,  was  resuscitated 
a  week  or  two  later. 
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Captain  Donaldson  married  Jean  Wedderburn  28th  August 
1691  ;  she  was  buried  at  Greyfriars,  ‘  south  alow  (south  alley) 
west  end,’  11th  April  1697. 

Donaldson  died  on  17th  September  1719.  Greyfriars 
Burial  Record  :  ‘  Captain  James  Donaldson,  mar1,  56  years, 
dyed  17  :  B.  19 ;  lyes  d.p.  N.  the  plain  tree  E.  Chieslie’s 
tomb,  S.  alley,  sp.  turff,’  that  is,  ‘  merchant,  56  years  of 
age,  died  17th,  buried  19th,  lies  2|  double  paces  north  of  the 
plane  tree,  east  of  Chiesley’s  tomb,  south  alley,  special  turf.’ 


(2)  James  Donaldson,  whose  residence  and  linen  manu¬ 
factory  stood  at  Drumsheugh,  ‘  a  little  to  the  west  of  Lord 
Alva’s,’  was  made  a  burgess  of  Edinburgh  on  25th  March  1724  : 
‘  James  Donaldson,  merchant,  Burgess  and  Guild  Brother  of 
this  Burgh  by  right  of  James  Donaldson,  his  father,  Burgess 
and  Guild  Brother  thereof.’ 

Councillor  James  Donaldson  acted  as  Treasurer  of  the  City 
in  1726  and  1727,  the  Lord  Provosts  being  George  Drummond 
and  Archibald  Macaulay. 

Dying  at  Drumsheugh  24th  June  1754,  aged  60  years,  he 
was  buried  at  Greyfriars  28th  June.  The  widow,  Elizabeth 
Weir,  who  died  also  at  Drumsheugh  24th  January  1768,  was 
buried  at  Greyfriars  26th  January,  ‘  layer  at  the  top  of  the 
brea,  south  the  gray  stone.’ 

Their  sons  were  John  Donaldson,  manufacturer,  and  Alex¬ 
ander  Donaldson,  bookseller. 


(3)  John  Donaldson  is  described  as  ‘  manufacturer  at 
Drumsheugh  near  Edinburgh,  son  to  the  defunct  (Treasurer 
James  Donaldson),  only  executor  dative  qua  nearest  in  kin.’ 

The  brothers,  Alexander  and  John,  were  partners  in  a  book¬ 
selling  business  at  the  corner  of  Arundel  Street,  Strand,  London, 
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but  the  partnership  was  dissolved  on  24th  June  1773,  Alexander 
moving  to  48  St  Paul’s  Churchyard,  John  remaining  at 
Arundel  Street.  In  the  end  of  that  year,  24th  December, 
John  advertises  the  fact  that  he  never  intended  to  remove,  nor 
had  he  ‘  any  concern  in  any  other  shop.’ 

A  gold-headed  cane,  inscribed  ‘  J.  D.,  Arundel  Street,  Strand,’  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  Governors  of  the  Hospital. 


(4)  Alexander  Donaldson  says  that  he  ‘  embarked  in  the 
trade  and  business  of  a  bookseller  in  the  year  1750  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,’  and  that  year  he  became,  like  his  father  and  grandfather, 
a  burgess  of  Edinburgh  :  ‘  29th  August,  Alexander  Donaldson, 
bookseller,  is  made  Burgess  and  Guild  Brother  of  this  City  by 
right  of  James  Donaldson,  his  father,  Merchant  and  Guild 
Brother  thereof.’ 

Then  on  23rd  June  1752  he  was  entered  as  a  member  of 
Lodge  Canongate  Kilwinning,  No.  2. 

He  had  already  on  10th  January  1751  married  Anna 
Marshall  ;  the  banns  of  marriage,  30th  December  1750, 
reading  thus  : — 

‘  Alexander  Donaldson,  bookseller  in  S.S.W.p.,  Anna 
Marshall,  daughter  of  late  Andrew  Marshall,  merchant 
in  S.S.W.p.’  (New  Greyfriars  parish.) 

Mrs  Donaldson’s  mother  was  Jean  Scot,  daughter  of  Walter 
Scot  of  ‘  Gairnshal  ’  in  W.K.p.  (West  Kirk  parish.) 

Their  quaich,  with  the  initials  A.  M.  and  J.  S.,  made  at  Edinburgh  by 
Alexander  Kincaid  in  1724,  is  in  Donaldson’s  Hospital. 

The  family  Bible,  dated  1744  and  printed  in  the  City  by 
Richard  Watkins,  also  in  the  Hospital,  is  inscribed  as  follows  : — 

‘  Alexander  Donaldson  on  10th  January  1751  married 
Anna  Marshall.  They  had  three  sons  : 

James,  the  eldest,  born  10th  December  1751  ; 

Marshall  Alexander,  born  16th  April  1760,  died  17th 
March  1765  ; 
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Andrew,  bom  30th  January  1765,  died  10th  November 
1769. 

Died  of  natural  small-pox,  the  mother  being  averse  to  inoculation. 

Mrs  Donaldson  died  at  Edinburgh  4th  June  1792.’ 

Alexander  Donaldson  was  a  seat-holder  in  the  New  or  Little 
Kirk,  afterwards  the  High  Kirk  :  ‘  Bailie  Robert  Fleming, 
printer,  preferred  to  two-thirds,  and  Alexander  Donaldson, 
bookseller,  to  one-third  seat  in  the  New  Church,  last  possesst 
by  Robert  Clerk,  vintner,  and  Mrs  Carmichael.’  ( City  Records , 
4th  December  1751.) 

Alexander  Donaldson’s  Edinburgh  shop,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  High  Street  (opposite  the  Mercat  Cross),  was  the  second 
building  of  the  row  during  the  fire  of  1824  ;  the  building  on 
that  site,  now  the  nearest  to  St  Giles’s  Cathedral,  is  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  City  Police.  The  Printing-house  was  in  the 
Castle  Hill. 

Alexander  Donaldson  moved  to  London  in  1763,  Alexander 
and  John  being  partners  until  1773. 

Alexander  established  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser  in  1764, 
acting  as  editor  and  publisher  to  31st  December  1773. 

Alexander  Donaldson’s  name  is  always  associated  with  the 
famous  decision  by  the  House  of  Lords  on  Literary  Property. 

The  provisions  of  the  first  Copyright  Act,  8  Anne,  c.  19 
(1709),  stipulated  (1)  that  authors  and  their  assignees  should 
have  the  sole  liberty  of  printing  their  books  for  the  term  of 
fourteen  years,  and  (2)  that  at  the  end  of  that  period  the  same 
authors,  if  alive,  should  have  the  copyright  extended  for  another 
term  of  fourteen  years.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  writings 
had  become  public  property  after  twenty-eight  years,  a 
common  courtesy  prevailed  among  publishers  not  to  interfere 
with  lapsed  copyrights ;  they  never  questioned  a  perpetual 
monopoly. 

Alexander  Donaldson,  however,  was  bold  enough  to  print 
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in  his  native  city,  and  sell  in  London  and  elsewhere,  cheap 
reprints  of  works  which  were  in  his  judgment  out  of  copyright. 
In  1729  James  Thomson  parted  with  the  copyright  of  the 
Seasons  to  Andrew  Millar,  a  London  bookseller,  the  copyright 
terminating  apparently  in  1757 ;  Thomson,  it  will  be  re¬ 
membered,  was  dead  in  1748.  After  Millar  died  in  1768,  his 
executors  disposed  of  the  Seasons  to  Becket  and  others,  who 
imagined  they  had  acquired  an  unchallenged  property  in  the 
work  for  all  time. 

Alexander  Donaldson  issued  a  cheap  reprint  of  the  Seasons 
the  very  year  Millar  died.  Becket  and  the  other  booksellers 
of  London  and  Westminster  took  the  brothers  Donaldson  to 
task.  The  Court  of  Chancery  interdicted  Alexander  and  John 
Donaldson  from  printing  the  Seasons,  compelling  them  to 
divulge  the  profit  which  had  accrued  from  that  source. 

Becket  and  his  confreres  appear  to  have  desired  a  perpetual 
monopoly  for  themselves  and  their  assignees,  not  for  the 
authors  or  their  relatives. 

Alexander  and  John  Donaldson  appealed  in  turn  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  respondents  being  fifteen  in  all. 

The  House  of  Lords  eventually  determined  the  great  cause 
of  Literary  Property  on  22nd  February  1774,  reversing  the 
decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  :  all  books  became  the  property 
of  the  public  after  the  statutory  period  of  copyright  had  expired. 

By  the  Act  of  1911  the  term  of  copyright  is  in  most  cases  the  author’s  life¬ 
time  and  fifty  years  after  his  death. 

Twelve  judges,  besides  ordinary  peers,  figured  in  the  eight- 
day  trial,  while  among  the  hearers  below  the  bar  were  such 
notabilities  as  Edmund  Burke,  Oliver  Goldsmith,  and  David 
Garrick. 

Alexander  Donaldson  retired  from  London  shortly  before 
1789  ;  on  the  25th  April  of  that  year  the  Register  of  Sasines 
for  the  Shire  of  Edinburgh  refers  to  him  as  ‘  Alexander  Donald¬ 
son,  esquire,  late  of  London,  bookseller,  now  of  Edinburgh.’ 
He  had  already,  on  3rd  June  1786,  acquired  the  property  of 
Broughton  Hall,  upon  the  south  side  of  the  high  road  leading 
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from  the  toll-bar  to  Pilrig,  the  said  turnpike  road  leading  from 
Broughton  to  Leith. 

Alexander  Donaldson  died  in  Edinburgh  11th  March  1794, 
his  remains  being  interred  on  14th  March  in  Greyfriars  Church¬ 
yard  ‘  one  pace  south  east  of  Rosehall’s  tomb.’ 


5.  James  Donaldson,  destined  to  be  the  Founder  of  the 
Hospital,  was  born  in  the  West  Bow,  Edinburgh,  on  10th 
December  1751. 

He  succeeded  his  father  as  editor  of  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser 
in  January  1774. 

Edinburgh  City  Records  : — ‘  21st  ffeby.  1782.  James  Don¬ 
aldson,  bookseller,  Compearing  is  made  Burges  and  Gild  brother 
of  this  City  In  Right  of  Alexander  Donaldson,  Bookseller, 
Burges  and  Gild  Brother  thereof,  his  Father,  and  he  paid  his 
dues  and  made  Oath  as  use  is.’ 

He  married  on  29th  September  1792  Jean  Gillespie,  daughter 
of  Dr  Thomas  Gillespie,  physician.  Born  1st  March  1770,  she 
died  on  22nd  December  1828. 

Mr  Donaldson  was  a  Director  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
from  1790  almost  continuously  to  1819,  a  Manager  of  the 
Public  Dispensary  from  1799  to  1818.  He  was  elected  an 
Ordinary  Director  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland  in  1807,  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  two  years  from  March  1811  to  March 
1813  he  remained  a  Director  till  1830,  being  appointed  an 
Extraordinary  Director  in  1817  and  1818  as  well  as  from  1820 
to  1830. 

He  purchased  portions  of  the  house  at  85  Princes  Street  in 
1797  and  1811,  which  building  he  regarded  as  his  town-residence 
until  his  death.  He  died  at  Broughton  Hall  on  19th  October 
1830,  and  was  buried  on  the  26th  day  of  that  month  in  his  own 
burial-ground  at  St  John’s  Chapel  in  Princes  Street,  where  his 
wife  had  already  been  buried.  His  repositories  having  been 
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opened  that  day  after  the  funeral,  there  was  found  a  Holograph 
Will,  signed  by  him  : — 

‘  At  Broughton  Hall  the  4th  of  July  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
I,  James  Donaldson,  of  Broughton  Hall  and  Broughton  Park,  declare  this  to 
be  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  with  liberty  to  add,  eik,  pare,  and  alter  at  any 
time,  even  on  death-bed  (cancelling  and  annulling  all  my  former  Wills,  Codicils, 
etc.). 

‘  I  leave  all  my  property,  heritable  and  personal,  viz.  : — 

My  Stock  3  per  cent.  Consols,  £100,000  ; 

Bank  of  England  Stock  ;  Stock  New  4  per  Cents.  ; 

Bank  of  Scotland  Stock  ;  Royal  Bank  Stock  ; 

Deposit  Money,  Bank  of  Scotland  ; 

Property,  Broughton  Hall  and  Broughton  Park  ; 
ditto  Princes  Street ; 

ditto  Castle  Hill,  and  of  whatever  description  which  I  may  possess 
at  my  death  ; 

Annual  Rents  ; 

to  build  and  found  an  Hospital  for  Boys  and  Girls,  to  be  called  Donaldson’s 
Hospital,  preferring  those  of  the  name  of  Donaldson  and  Marshall  ’  (which 
latter  was  his  mother’s  name),  ‘  to  be  after  the  plan  of  the  Orphan  Hospital 
in  Edinburgh  and  John  Watson’s  Hospital  ’  ; 

and  he  thereby  appointed  1  the  following  gentlemen  to  be 
Trustees  for  executing  this  Will  and  also  the  Hospital  : — - 

John  Irving,  Esq.,  W.S. 

James  Hope,  Esq.,  W.S. 

Walter  Cook,  Esq.,  W.S. 

William  Cadell,  Treasurer  to  the  Bank  of  Scotland. 

Alexander  Monypenny,  Esq.,  W.S. 

John  Irving  to  be  Agent.’ 

By  this  Will  and  seven  Codicils  of  different  dates,  Mr  Don¬ 
aldson  bequeathed  various  annuities  to  his  relations  and 
friends,  £1290  in  all  ;  and  by  these  Codicils  he  appointed 
Mr  Irving  Commissioner,  Agent,  Factor,  and  Trustee. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  JAMES  DONALDSON 
By  James  Campbell,  Printer 
1853 

The  Governors  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital  authorised  the  Treasurer  on  4th 
July  1854  to  pay  to  James  Campbell  an  honorarium  in  consideration  of  his 
having  presented  to  them  a  Manuscript  Biographical  Account  of  Mr  Donaldson 
drawn  up  by  him, — it  being  understood  that  the  Governors  were  at  liberty 
to  make  any  use  of  it  they  pleased.  James  Campbell  had  died,  however, 
before  the  sum  so  voted  was  paid  to  him,  and  the  Governors  authorised  the 
Treasurer  to  pay  the  money  to  James  Campbell’s  daughters  then  residing 
at  47  India  Place. 

Among  the  prominent  features  which  strike  the  eye  of  a 
stranger  at  so  many  points  on  a  visit  to  Edinburgh  is  the 
number  of  charitable  institutions,  and  although  his  guide-book 
may  afford  information  respecting  them,  yet  he  is  struck  with 
wonder  that  so  many  are  concentrated  in  so  small  a  space,  and 
that  they  are  all  the  produce  of  the  fortunes  of  practical 
working-men — Heriot,  a  jeweller ;  Watson,  a  merchant ; 
Gillespie,  a  tobacconist.  The  stranger  gets  a  glance  of  Donald¬ 
son’s  Hospital,  the  prince  of  hospitals,  and  finds  on  inquiry  that 
the  great-hearted  founder  was  a  printer.  On  making  further 
inquiry  concerning  him,  making  this  the  subject  of  talk  in  the 
travellers’  room  or  at  the  private  dinner-table,  he  finds  too  that 
very  little  is  known  about  him.  One  man  will  tell  you  that 
Mr  James  Donaldson  was  a  great  miser,  and  had  no  heart  to 
use  his  means  ;  another  that  he  had  a  number  of  poor  friends, 
for  whom  he  would  do  nothing  ;  another  that  his  brother,  a 
coach-driver,  died  in  beggary.  Other  absurdities  are  mentioned 
which  those  are  pained  to  hear  who  venerate  the  memory  of 
their  worthy  and  generous  master. 

‘  None  of  those  stories  true. — W.  W.' 

Certain  notes  to  the  Campbell  MS.  are  initialled  W.  W.  and  A.  G.,  the 
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respective  initials  of  William  Wood,  surgeon,  and  Alexander  Gillespie,  M.D., 
each  the  brother-in-law  to  the  Founder  of  the  Hospital. 

So  far  from  being  miserly,  Mr  Donaldson  made  everybody 
about  him  comfortable.  Those  who  entered  his  service  never 
thought  of  leaving,  and  several  spent  a  life-time  in  it.  With 
regard  to  poor  relatives  he  had  none  that  the  writer  ever  heard 
of.  The  only  relative  spoken  of  was  a  cousin  in  Glasgow,  and 
Dr  Balfour  is  said  to  have  claimed  some  connection  with  him. 

‘  Mr  Donaldson’s  nearest  heir  at  his  death  was  Mrs  Duncan,  a  second 
cousin,  the  daughter  of  Dr  Balfour,  of  Glasgow,  married  to  Mr  John  Duncan, 
a  merchant  of  Glasgow,  who  had  no  family.  To  her  Mr  Donaldson  left  a  small 
annuity  for  life.  Connections  by  his  wife  got  annuities.  Mrs  Mowbray  (a 
Miss  Cunningham),  married  to  a  lawyer  of  means,  was  supposed  to  be  the  next 
heir  after  Mrs  Duncan. — W.  W.’ 

Then  the  story  of  the  coachman  !  Had  it  not  come  from 
quarters  least  to  be  expected,  it  would  have  been  useless  to 
notice  it,  but  as  the  story  gets  listeners,  let  it  be  noticed  ! 
There  was  an  individual  of  the  name  of  George  Donaldson, 
who  in  the  years  1808  and  1809  drove  the  Leith  stage  daily 
to  and  from  Edinburgh  ;  he  was  frequently  the  bearer  of 
papers  and  letters  from  the  Advertiser  Office  to  Leith.  He  was 
a  coarse,  harsh,  vulgar  man.  Had  he  been  aware  that  he  was 
the  brother  of  Mr  Donaldson,  he  would  soon  have  made  his 
relationship  known.  This  he  did  not.  The  story  is  worthless. 

Being  now  the  last  person  alive  but  one  who  served  Mr 
James  Donaldson  up  till  the  time  he  gave  up  business  (1820), 
I  feel  it  a  duty,  however  humbly,  to  save  from  oblivion  my 
recollections  of  him,  which  no  person  belonging  to  him  seems 
to  have  thought  of. 

‘  At  my  last  interview  with  Mr  Donaldson  he  was  very  gracious  and  kind, 
and,  on  giving  me  the  Indenture,  said : — “  You  must  take  care  of  this,  for  it 
will  be  of  use  to  you.  I  was  always  very  well  pleased  with  you.”  These  were 
the  last  words  I  ever  heard  him  utter.’  James  Campbell.  Edinburgh  Advertiser 
Office,  13  Hanover  Street.  29th  November  1850. 

In  August  1807  I  received  a  message  that  Mr  Donaldson 
wished  to  see  me  at  the  Office  at  the  Cross.  I  went.  He 
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received  me  very  kindly,  put  questions  about  my  education, 
and  heard  me  read  and  spell ;  he  wished  to  have  a  line  from 
my  teacher,  which  was  got,  and,  on  reading  it,  he  said  he 
would  send  for  me  at  the  New  Year.  Accordingly,  pointed 
to  his  word,  he  sent  for  me,  and  I  entered  his  service  on  5th 
January  1808. 

At  this  period  the  appearance  of  Mr  Donaldson  was  very 
gentlemanly ;  full  and  stout  in  person  ;  between  55  and  60 
years  of  age  ;  some  five  foot  nine  or  ten  in  height ;  fine, 
pleasant  countenance  ;  head  highly  powdered,  with  pigtail  ; 
wore  a  blue  coat  with  yellow  metal  buttons,  light  vest,  drab 
underclothes,  drab  gaiters.  He  had  long  before  this,  and 
often  after,  been  subject  to  violent  attacks  of  gout,  which 
injured  his  figure,  and  which  he  always  bore  without  the 
slightest  murmur.  He  gave  little  or  no  trouble  to  those  near 
him,  and  seemed  to  dislike  any  one  calling  to  express  the 
least  sympathy  with  him.  When  a  young  man  going  to  the 
Printing-office,  he  fell,  and  broke  his  right  leg  above  the  ankle. 

‘  His  knee  pan,  not  his  leg. — W.  W.’ 

The  Printing-office  was  a  very  old  fabric,  a  rather  uninviting 
place  for  any  youth  commencing  a  new  era  of  life.  It  was 
situated  in  a  cluster  of  old  buildings  so  closely  huddled  to¬ 
gether  that  sun  and  air  were  nearly  excluded  except  to  the 
south.  It  occupied  almost  the  whole  of  what  was  called  the 
Stripping  Close,  Castle  Hill. 

‘  The  building  in  the  Stripping  Close  is  said  to  have  been  a  religious  house 
in  Popish  times. — W.  W.’ 

It  was  in  that  entry  that  criminals  stripped  before  undergoing 
the  punishment  of  flogging  at  the  different  public  wells.  The 
notorious  ‘  Thumbie  ’  Anderson  was  the  last  who  was  stripped 
in  the  Close. 

Edinburgh  Advertiser ,  Friday,  8th  February  1805.  ‘  On  Wednesday,  William 

Anderson,  alias  Thumbie,  was  whipped  through  the  streets  of  this  City  for 
returning  from  banishment.’  He  was  not  the  last,  however.  ‘  On  31st  July 
1822  William  Beatson,  David  Beatson,  and  Robert  Kay  were  publicly  whipped 
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at  the  usual  places  between  the  Castle  Hill  and  the  Netherbow,  in  pursuance 
of  their  sentence,  for  a  barbarous  assault  on  three  persons  in  the  morning  of 
1st  January  last.’ 

We  entered  the  Office  by  the  press-room,  a  long,  irregularly- 
built  apartment  with  a  very  high  roof ;  it  had  long,  irregular 
windows,  with  a  row  of  presses.  By  a  sub-door  farther  on  the 
case-room  was  entered,  a  row  of  frames  on  the  right  and  left. 
A  small  closet  on  the  south  gable  served  as  the  editorial  and 
reading-room.  The  building,  said  to  have  been  a  religious 
house,  had  the  remains  of  carvings  and  pictures.  A  great 
amount  of  printing  had  been  done  in  this  Office,  but  Mr  James 
Donaldson  did  not  throw  his  whole  energy  into  the  book  busi¬ 
ness,  as  the  newspaper  editing  occupied  his  attention.  The 
warerooms  were  4  gorged  ’  with  works  in  sheets,  and  locked  up. 
One  immense  room,  with  a  great  breadth  of  fire-place,  which 
had  a  high  mantel-piece  with  a  wide  vent,  was  fitted  up  with 
suitable  shelving,  the  shelves  filled  with  bundles  of  books  ;  all 
went  to  ruin.  The  long  windows  had  been  broken  or  blown  in, 
which  remained  unheeded.  If  merely  touched,  a  paper  bundle 
went  into  dust.  Here  also  were  piled  up  a  number  of  chests 
full  of  bound  books  sent  from  London.  The  vessel  had  been 
wrecked  on  the  passage,  and  those  chests,  which  had  been 
under  water  for  some  time,  were  recovered  and  deposited  here. 
The  chests  were  damaged,  the  books  strown  about  in  splendid 
confusion,  and  all  were  going  to  dust.  Mr  Donaldson  occasion¬ 
ally  ordered  the  door  to  be  opened,  and  he  stepped  in  to  see 
for  himself  that  all  was  right ! 

‘  The  description  of  the  premises  is  quite  correct. — A.  G.’ 

Those  who  were  employed  in  the  Office  in  those  days  may 
also  be  noticed.  There  were 


Mr  James  Macaulay,  foreman  ; 
George  Robertson,  j 
James  Lamb,  . 


journeymen  ; 


Robert  Lamb, 
John  Bryce, 
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William  Begg, 

Robert  Miller,  apprentices  in  the 

James  Thomson,  Case  Department. 

James  Campbell, 

James  Thomson  and  Joseph  Thomson,  pressmen. 

James  Macaulay,  34  years  foreman  and  reader  in  the  Office,  died  11th 
August  1817  at  his  house  in  the  Castle  Hill,  in  the  63rd  year  of  his  age.  The 
son,  Bryce  Johnston  Macaulay,  served  8  years. 

James  Lamb  served  24  years  (including  apprenticeship)  ;  James  Campbell 
eleven. 

Henry  Elder,  warehouseman,  who  for  nearly  half  a  century  had 
acted  as  publisher  of  the  Advertiser,  was  doing  some  little  thing 
daily,  though  unfit  for  active  duty  and  pensioned  off.  He  was 
upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age,  a  stout,  healthy  man,  very 
temperate  in  his  habits,  with  a  very  retentive  memory,  and  he 
related  at  the  office  fireside  many  an  old  story.  In  his  youth 
Henry  Elder  entered  the  service  of  Mr  Donaldson’s  grandfather, 
Mr  James  Donaldson,  weaver  at  Drumsheugh,  and  continued 
there  till  he  became  overseer  of  the  factory. 

The  Edinburgh  Advertiser,  19th  May  1769,  has  an  advertisement  : — ‘  That 
well-built  house  and  workhouses  at  Drumsheugh  for  sale,  formerly  the  linen 
manufactory,  with  two  small  gardens  and  sundry  offices.  The  house  and 
gardens  are  situated  immediately  without  the  City  and  liberties  of  Edinburgh, 
being  divided  therefrom  by  the  high  road  that  leads  to  the  Water  of  Leith, 
and  are  free  from  all  city  taxes.  They  pay  only  one  boll  of  barley  of  feu-duty 
to  Heriot’s  Hospital.  Apply  to  John  Donaldson  at  said  house  or  to  the  Publisher 
of  this  paper.’ 

‘  On  the  ground  floor  a  dining  parlour,  tea-room,  kitchen,  and  back  kitchen  ; 
on  the  second  floor  three  good  bedrooms  with  light  closets  ;  the  garret  floor 
consists  of  three  garrets,  two  of  them  furnished.’ 

Mr  James  Donaldson,  weaver,  is  stated  to  have  been  spirited, 
energetic,  and  successful  in  his  business.  His  men  were 
attached  to  the  Trained  Bands  in  1745,  and  Henry  Elder  was 
among  them  on  the  memorable  day  when  they  mustered  in  the 
Grassmarket,  and  marched  out  to  resist  the  Prince  in  his  pro¬ 
gress  towards  the  City.  Henry  described  with  much  humour 
the  frantic  state  of  the  wives  and  friends  of  the  brave  Band 
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who  were  about  to  march  to  victory  or  death.  Their  noise 
was  intolerable.  The  Lord  Provost  hurried  about  much 
excited,  and  it  was  thought  that  he  was  anxious  to  meet 
with  something  important  that  would  prevent  him  from  taking 
the  post  of  honour.  This  having  failed  and  the  time  being  up, 
he  gave  the  order  to  advance,  one  party  making  for  the  West 
Port,  the  other  proceeding  by  the  back  of  the  Castle.  On  reach¬ 
ing  Coltbridge,  they  took  up  a  position.  Here  they  waited 
with  much  anxiety,  hearkening  for  every  sound.  They  were 
soon  saluted  with  the  sound  of  the  bagpipes  in  the  distance, 
and  then  appeared  the  advance  guard  of  the  Highlanders. 
At  this  crisis  the  terror-struck  chiefs  knew  not  how  to  act. 
The  Bands  were  expecting  the  dragoons  to  commence  the 
attack,  and  the  dragoons  were  seemingly  leaving  this  honour 
to  the  Bands.  A  movement  began  on  the  left,  a  retreat 
towards  the  town  became  general,*  soon  increased  to  a  race, 
and  the  poor,  luckless  one  who  stumbled  and  fell  caused  a  dozen 
to  stumble  over  him.  The  road  was  cleared  of  the  rabble  ; 
old  Henry  Elder,**  who  was  among  the  last,  said  that,  when 
he  looked  back,  not  a  single  creature  was  to  be  seen.  He 
had  assisted  to  drag  out  a  field-piece,  he  could  not  tell  what  had 
become  of  it,  and,  on  being  asked  if  it  was  loaded,  answered 
dryly  :  ‘  I  dinna  ken,  I  dinna  mind.’ 

*  When  Edinburgh  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Highland  Army,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  had  to  find  a  Scotsman  not  too  loyal,  and  they  arrested  Loi’d  Provost 
Archibald  Stewart  in  London  where  he  was  attending  to  his  Parliamentary 
duties.  He  was  put  on  trial  for  ‘  neglect  of  duty  and  violation  of  trust,’  but 
acquitted. 

**  ‘Died  at  Edinburgh  on  8th  November  1811  Mr  Henry  Elder,  of  the 
Advertiser  Office,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age.’ 


I  have  heard  Henry  Elder  talking  of  the  latter  days  of  this 
Mr  James  Donaldson,  the  weaver  at  Drumsheugh,  but  I  can 
recollect  nothing  particular  further  than  that  he  left  £10,000 
to  the  son,  Alexander,  who  was  bred  a  bookseller,  and  who 
became  partner  (with  John  Reid)  in  the  Printing-office,  Castle 
Hill,  where  a  great  variety  of  works  were  published. 
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At  the  breaking  up  of  the  Drumsheugh  Establishment, 
Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  took  up  house  in  a  small  court  at  the 
lower  end  of  Donaldson’s  Close  [No.  7  West  Bow].  This  house, 
said  to  have  been  a  very  commodious  and  retired  dwelling,  had 
a  bad  entrance — the  windows  facing  the  lower  portion  of  the 
Bow  looking  towards  the  Grassmarket.  In  this  house  James 
Donaldson  was  born  (10th  December  1751). 

This  house  *  is  said  to  have  been  the  former  residence  of 
the  Lord  Provost  of  the  City.  Besides  the  entrance  from  the 
court,  it  had  another  at  the  top  of  a  turnpike-stair  in  the  Bow 
leading  down  to  the  Grassmarket. 

*  Sir  Daniel  Wilson  says  of  this  curious  edifice,  once  the  house  of  Provost 
Archibald  Stewart  : — ‘  Built  as  it  was,  on  the  steep  slope  of  the  hill,  it  was  only 
one  storey  high,  in  addition  to  the  attics,  on  the  north  side,  while  on  the  south  it 
presented  a  lofty  front  to  the  Bow.  This  building  stood  immediately  to  the 
west  of  Free  St  John’s  Church,’  while  Dr  Robert  Chambers  remarks  upon  its 
‘  curious  little  wainscotted  rooms,  concealed  closets,  and  secret  stairs.’  Among 
the  tenants  have  been  the  Countess  of  Southesk  (about  1730),  Lord  Provost 
John  Osburn  (1731),  Lord  Provost  George  Haliburton  (1740) ;  and  Prince  Charles 
Edward  is  said  to  have  called  on  Lord  Provost  Stewart  there  during  the  Highland 
occupation. 

The  afore-mentioned  James  Thomson,  pressman,  entered 
the  house  service  of  Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  as  a  boy,  and 
amongst  his  other  duties  he  had  to  take  Master  James  to  and 
from  school.  On  more  than  one  occasion  they  fell  out,  and 
boxed  each  other.  Being  taken  home  with  a  bleeding  nose, 
James  lodged  a  complaint  against  Thomson.  The  father, 
however,  rebuked  both  the  boys  sharply  for  quarrelling,  showing 
sympathy  with  neither.  Thomson  became  a  stout  lad  in  this 
domestic  work,  and  his  master  sent  him  to  the  Printing-office, 
where  he  began  his  apprenticeship  as  pressman,  serving  father 
and  son  for  more  than  sixty  years. 

Master  James  Donaldson  gave  early  indication  of  money 
gathering  ;  about  his  eleventh  year  he  showed  Thomson  twelve 
golden  guineas,  which  he  had  received  from  his  friends. 

*  The  silver  whistle  and  coral,  with  the  initials  J.  D.,  which  he  used  as  a 
child,  I  had  and  presented  to  the  Hospital. — A.  G.’ 
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Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  possessed  considerable  intellectual 
attainment,  and  was  complimented  on  the  ability  which  he 
displayed  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  (1774),  when  an 
attempt  was  made  to  prohibit  the  works  of  English  Authors 
from  being  printed  in  Scotland. 

Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  had  shown  great  public  spirit  and 
a  genuine  desire  for  the  advancement  of  literature  by  opening 
a  shop  in  London,  and  selling  cheap  editions  of  the  most  popular 
English  works,  in  defiance  of  the  supposed  common-law  right 
of  Literary  Property. 

Where  was  the  shop  ? 

Edinburgh  Advertiser : — Feb.  1768,  Alexander  Donaldson’s  shop  ‘  near 
Norfolk  Street  in  the  Strand  ’  ;  May  1768,  ‘  in  the  Strand  (No.  185)  ’  ;  Oct.  1768, 
‘  comer  of  Arundel  Street  in  the  Strand  (No.  195).’  Kant's  Directory  : — 1772, 
‘  No.  195  Strand  ’  ;  June  1773,  ‘  No.  48  St  Paul’s  Churchyard.’ 

The  triumph  of  Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  in  the  House  of  Lords 
was  celebrated  by  a  procession  in  Edinburgh  ;  all  concerned 
paraded  the  streets  with  music,  flags,  etc. 

I  cannot  recollect  what  I  had  heard  related  of  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Firm,  ‘  Reid  and  Donaldson,’  further  than  this,  that 
the  man  who  locked  the  Office  for  the  last  time  took  the  keys 
down,  and  threw  them  over  Mr  Donaldson’s  gate  into  the  court. 

Mr  Alexander  Donaldson,  at  that  period  an  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  gentleman,  perceived  that  an  opportunity 
offered  itself  for  a  newspaper  as  an  advertising  medium.  He 
started  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser  in  1764,  which  long  continued 
to  enjoy  a  large  share  of  public  favour.  James  Thomson  has 
related  that  he  worked  at  the  newspaper  which  went  to  press 
on  the  Tuesday  and  Friday  forenoons,  and  he  remained  without 
intermission  till  late  the  following  night ;  that  was  during 
the  American  War  (1775-83).  In  those  days  dense  crowds 
assembled  at  the  Office  ;  violent  struggles  ensued  to  get  the 
newspaper.  The  struggles  sometimes  ended  in  riots,  when  the 
services  of  the  City  Guard  had  to  be  got  to  preserve  order. 
On  one  occasion  a  dreadful  kick-up  took  place  in  the  Close, 
caused  by  a  powerful  fellow  in  livery,  who  was  very  drunk  and 
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had  forced  his  way  through  the  crowd  and  the  City  Guard, 
determined  to  drive  all  before  him  up  to  the  Office  for  ‘  a  paper 
for  master.’  Mr  James  Donaldson,  learning  the  cause  of  the 
uproar,  ordered  the  man  to  be  allowed  upstairs.  This  being 
done,  he  was  brought  in  before  Mr  Donaldson,  who  tried  various 
means  to  smooth  him  down — he  succeeded  in  a  small  degree — 
but  Mr  Donaldson  was  displeased  with  the  bad  language. 
Mr  Donaldson  asked  if  he  knew  who  made  him,  and  he  replied 

with  fury  :  ‘  He  that  made  the  devil,  and  be - to  you  ;  give 

me  the  paper  for  master.’  He  got  his  paper,  orders  being  given 
that  he  might  be  let  go  with  as  little  annoyance  as  possible. 

The  Castle  Hill  near  the  Advertiser  Office  was  rather  narrow. 
Farther  down  stood  a  cumbrous,  old  building,  called  the  Weigh 
House,  which  had  stood  for  centuries.  In  the  middle  of  the 
street  it  stood, — it  was  a  very  inconvenient  site, — and  it  was 
removed  before  the  visit  of  King  George  IV.  to  Edinburgh 
in  1822. 

Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  paid  great  attention  to  the  wants 
of  his  men,  and  they  worked  with  spirit  and  cheerfulness.  He 
was  described  as  an  amiable  and  accomplished  man,  of  business 
habits,  strict  and  regular  in  his  duties,  and  generous  ;  he  always 
had  a  liberal  dinner-table,  and  scarcely  a  day  passed  without 
his  having  eight  or  twelve  strangers  to  dinner.  The  meal  is 
said  to  have  been  substantial.  He  never  sat  beyond  a  limited 
time  ;  he  retired  to  his  counting-room. 

The  heavy  work  carried  on  in  the  Office  afforded  plenty  of 
occupation  to  as  many  men  as  the  Office  could  accommodate  ; 
a  thriving  and  profitable  business  was  carried  on  with  energy, 
a  season  of  idleness  was  never  contemplated.  One  year  closes 
with  abundance,  the  next  portends  similar  success. 

‘  When  in  London,  Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  published  many  cheap  editions 
of  the  classics. — W.  W.’ 

The  partnership  of  Alexander  and  John  Donaldson  in  London  having  been 
dissolved,  the  following  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser, 
29th  November  1776  : — ‘  WThereas  there  are  many  debts  remaining  unpaid  to 
the  late  partnership  of  Alexander  and  John  Donaldson,  booksellers,  corner  of 
Arundel  Street  in  the  Strand,  London,  which  was  dissolved  on  the  24th  June 
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1773,  it  is  requested  of  these  debtors  to  pay  in  the  same  to  Alexander  Donaldson, 
bookseller,  at  his  shop,  No.  48  St  Paul’s  Churchyard,  London,  or  at  his  shop 
in  Edinburgh,  he  having  now,  in  consequence  of  an  arbitration  between  the  said 
late  partners,  the  sole  power  of  discharging  the  same.’ 

When  the  estate  of  Broughton  Hall  was  purchased  by  Mr  Alex¬ 
ander  Donaldson,  the  event  was  celebrated  by  the  printers  with 
a  holiday  and  dinner  and  general  rejoicing. 

Charter  (4th  June  1759)  narrates  that  Robert  Anderson,  brewer  in  Leith, 
for  himself  and  his  wife,  Grizell  Callendar,  feued  from  George  Heriot’s  Hospital 
5  acres  1  rood  32  falls  15  ells  of  the  lands  of  Broughton,  and  built  the  stone 
house  of  Broughton  Hall  ;  sasine  (25th  April  1766)  in  favour  of  George  Fullerton, 
Comptroller  of  the  Customs  at  Leith,  who  purchased  Broughton  Hall  and 
grounds  from  Robert  Anderson. 

The  Edinburgh  Advertiser  (12th  May  1778)  exposes  to  let  ‘  furnished  or 
unfurnished,’  Broughton  Hall  then  ‘  possessed  ’  ( i.e .,  tenanted)  by  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Hope,  while  the  same  newspaper  (24th  March  1786)  advertises  it  to 
sell  or  let,  as  lately  ‘  possessed  ’  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Binning. 

George  Fullerton  disposed  of  Broughton  Hall  to  Alexander  Donaldson, 
3rd  June  1786  ;  sasine  (25th  April  1789)  describes  Alexander  Donaldson  as 
‘  late  of  London,  bookseller,  now  of  Edinburgh.’ 

I  have  no  means  of  knowing  of  the  death  of  Mr  Alexander 
Donaldson  or  anything  connected  with  it,  as  the  old  men 
who  served  him  are  now  gathered  to  their  fathers,  but  I 
have  heard  repeatedly  that,  on  his  father’s  death,  Mr 
James  Donaldson  came  into  possession  of  Broughton  Hall, 
Broughton  Park,  and  £40,000,  in  addition  to  the  profitable 
printing  establishment. 

The  importance  of  the  Advertiser  increased,  Mr  James 
Donaldson  giving  it  his  undivided  attention,  and  every  other 
kind  of  work  yielding  to  its  influence  until  at  last  nothing  was 
done  in  the  Office  but  itself. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  French  Revolution  (1789),  with  the 
subsequent  war,  was  the  cause  of  an  extended  circulation  of  the 
newspaper.  On  the  arrival  of  any  sudden  news,  immense 
crowds  congregated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Office,  crowds  which 
the  manual  labour  of  the  best  printing  presses  dispersed  but 
slowly. 

After  the  editorship  fell  into  Mr  James  Donaldson’s  hands, 
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lie  was  not  known  to  be  absent  from  duty  but  once,  and  that 
was  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage  jaunt  (1792). 

Mr  James  Donaldson  became  publisher  in  1771?  :  ‘  Edinburgh  Advertiser, 
Vol.  xxi.  No.  1046.  From  Tuesday,  January  4,  to  Friday,  January  7,  1774. 
Edinburgh  :  Printed  by  and  for  James  Donaldson,  and  sold  at  his  Printing- 
House  in  the  Castle  Hill,  where  and  at  A.  Donaldson’s  Shop,  (No.  48)  St  Paul’s 
Churchyard,  London,  and  at  Edinburgh,  orders  .  .  .’ 

In  the  Will  Mr  Donaldson  spells  his  wife’s  name  Jean  (not  Jane)  Gillespie. 

Returning  from  the  honeymoon,  Mr  Donaldson  brought  his 
lady  to  see  the  Office,  and,  taking  leave,  she  left  two  guineas 
for  strawberries  to  the  men.  This  gift  was  regularly  repeated 
every  year  for  a  dinner,  which  was  held  on  the  Wednesday  of 
Leith  Races,  on  which  day  Mr  Donaldson  appeared  on  the 
Race  Course. 

The  Course  is  over  the  sands  of  Leith  in  the  summer  season,  and  ‘  during 
the  race-week  there  are  public  diversions  every  night  ;  and  an  excellent  ordinary, 
at  half-a-crown  a  head,  is  kept  at  Fortune’s.’ — Hugo  Arnot,  History  of  Edinburgh. 

For  those  occasions  the  carriage  underwent  some  repair,  some 
new  harness  was  got  for  the  horses,  as  well  as  a  new  hat  and 
band  for  the  coachman.  This  annual  turn-out  was  the  only 
treat  which  Mr  Donaldson  afforded  himself.  He  appeared 
to  enjoy  himself. 

I  may  here  add  that  the  only  other  treat  he  took  during  my 
service  with  him  was  a  gentle  drive  to  the  Queensferry  and 
back. 

The  printers  looked  forward  to  the  summer  feast  with 
interest,  some  taking  a  canter  into  the  suburbs,  others  going  to 
the  Races.  An  accident,  however,  occurred  one  day,  which,  it 
was  feared,  would  put  a  stop  to  the  annual  gift.  One  of  the 
boys,  Robert  Miller  by  name,  had  ‘  gathered  up  5  for  the  purpose 
of  joining  the  cavalcade  for  the  first  time.  The  day  arrived. 
He  hired  his  beast,  mounted  him,  but  the  mount  totally  dis¬ 
regarded  the  rider,  and  wandered  about  where  he  pleased, 
finding  the  road  to  Lauriston.  The  rider  asked  a  carter  to 
apply  his  whip  to  the  stubborn  creature.  This  having  been 
done,  off  went  the  horse,  down  came  Bob,  breaking  his  thigh- 

19 


A  NOTABLE  FAMILY  OF  SCOTS  PRINTERS 


bone.  He  was  carried  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  where  he  re¬ 
mained,  until  he  was  quite  fit  again.  Mr  Donaldson  appeared 
much  distressed  about  the  accident,  and  showed  Bob  every 
kindness.  Next  year  the  gift  was  got  as  usual,  and  continued. 

‘  Mr  Donaldson  was  very  kind  to  his  workmen  when  they  were  sick,  and 
generally  made  me  attend  them. — A.  G.’ 

The  first  town-residence  of  Mr  James  Donaldson  after  his 
marriage  was  in  George  Street,  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Bank. 

‘  At  the  upper  end  of  Hanover  Street,  on  the  west  side,  entering  from 
George  Street, — W.  W.’ 

The  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Bank  was  at  29  George  Street  in  1853. 

He  afterwards  removed  to  Princes  Street,  now  the  New  Club. 

Edinburgh  Directory,  1794,  James  Donaldson,  printer,  No.  53  Princes  Street  ; 
1796,  ‘  No  13  George  Street  ’  ;  1801,  ‘  No.  46  Princes  Street  ’  ;  1811,  ‘  No.  85 
Princes  Street.’ 

A  dwelling-house  advertised  on  18th  October  1803  is  described  as  ‘  No.  40 
in  Princes  Street,  opposite  to  the  Earthen  Mound.’  One  infers  that  ‘  No.  46  ’ 
in  1801  and  ‘  No.  85  ’  in  1811  are  one  and  the  same  building. 

The  house  in  Donaldson’s  Close  (West  Bow)  was  occupied 
by  Miss  Marshall,  the  aunt  of  Mr  Donaldson. 

‘  Afterwards  she  lived  with  Mr  Donaldson  in  his  house  in  Princes  Street. — 
W.  W.’ 

He  had  a  business  room  in  the  Donaldson  Close  house,  in  which 
he  carried  on  the  editorial  work,  read  the  proofs,  and  attended 
to  other  matters.  The  place  was  full  of  books  and  papers,  and, 
after  Miss  Marshall’s  death,  the  windows  and  doors  were  made 
secure,  not  a  single  article  being  removed.  Everything  that 
cared  to  rot,  rotted.  The  candlesticks  had  the  remains  of 
candles  in  them.  The  kitchen  furniture  stood  as  it  was  used 
last.  Things  remained  thus  for  a  number  of  years,  but  an  end 
came  speedily  one  morning.  A  row  began  in  a  West  Bow  flat 
below  Donaldson’s.  Those  engaged  in  the  row  threw  at  each 
other  whatever  they  could  lay  hands  on.  A  handful  of  candles 
thrown  into  the  grate  set  the  vent  on  fire.  The  fire  com- 
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municated  with  the  flat  above — it  was  filled  with  combustible 
material — and  the  conflagration  spread  so  rapidly  that  the 
efforts  of  the  Fire  Brigade  were  of  no  avail.  Nearly  everything 
was  destroyed.  I  called  in  the  early  morning,  and  related 
the  details  to  Mr  Donaldson.  He  laughed,  treating  the  disaster 
very  lightly.  He  had  the  house  insured  for  £1400,  that  amount 
being  eventually  paid  by  a  Company  with  which  the  property 
had  but  recently  been  insured.  (The  policy  had  been  taken 
from  an  old  Company  with  which  the  place  had  been  insured 
for  many  years.) 

I  went  to  Donaldson’s  Court  in  the  course  of  the  day  along 
with  James  Thomson,  and  observed  an  old  cradle  among  the 
articles  saved.  James  Thomson  identified  it  as  Mr  Donaldson’s 
own  cradle. 

‘  This  cradle,  purchased  at  the  sale  of  Mr  Donaldson’s  effects,  was  presented 
to  Mr  William  Wood. — W.  W.’ 

During  Mr  James  Donaldson’s  editorship,  the  Advertiser 
enjoyed  in  the  French  War  a  big  share  of  public  favour,  especi¬ 
ally  as  an  advertising  medium  ;  high  prices  for  advertisements 
were  paid  readily  ;  a  trifling  outlay  produced  a  vast  income. 
At  the  termination  of  the  War  competition  arose  in  this  branch 
of  public  intelligence,  and  Mr  Donaldson  laid  aside  the  paper 
when  his  cup  of  fortune  was  sufficiently  filled.  Often  in  bed 
with  gout,  he  would  listen  to  no  assistance  as  Editor.  The 
Printing-office  was  in  a  state  of  disrepair,  he  himself  nearly 
seventy  years  of  age,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  time  had 
arrived,  when  he  should  give  up  an  active  life. 

‘  Published  by  James  Donaldson  ’  appears  for  the  last  time  on  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Advertiser  of  7th  March  1820. 

In  the  years  of  my  apprenticeship,  1808  to  1815,  Mr  James 
Donaldson  was  active  in  his  habits  and  regular  in  his  attend¬ 
ances  ;  he  was  punctual,  could  always  be  relied  on.  He  was  an 
early  riser  ;  shortly  after  six  o’clock  he  was  seated  in  his  chair 
at  home  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  boy  who  brought  letters  from 
the  Post  Office.  He  heeded  not  the  servants  who  were  scrub- 
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bing  and  cleaning  near  him.  He  was  cheerful  and  kindly  ;  he 
questioned  the  boy  about  any  occurrence,  and  gave  orders  to 
give  him  some  breakfast.  In  domestic  matters  he  indulged  in 
few  luxuries  ;  everything  was  substantial,  plain,  and  plentiful. 

‘  Mr  Donaldson  was  very  fond  of  well-dressed  dishes,  and  indulged  freely 
in  every  variety  of  the  season. — A.  G.’ 

Everybody  coming  to  the  house  on  an  errand  or  any  kind  of 
business  was  offered  beer,  with  bread  and  meat,  plenty  of  such 
being  always  at  hand.  This  duty  suiting  the  good-hearted 
Nancy  Smith,  no  poor  person  left  James  Donaldson’s  hungry. 

He  gave  away  a  great  deal  indiscriminately,  being  imposed 
upon  often,  though  he  seemed  neither  to  know  nor  to  care. 
Everybody  got  something.  At  least  once  a  week  a  goodly 
group  of  elderly  females  waited  for  him,  ‘  as  for  the  rain,’  at  the 
Office  opposite  the  Mercat  Cross.  He  passed  through  the 
group  with  difficulty.  The  noise  commenced,  and  he  would 
tell  them  gruffly  that  they  should  go  away.  When  he  entered 
the  Office,  the  distribution  began,  and  continued  until  every 
woman  got  something,  some  got  one  sum,  some  another. 
When  a  stranger  appeared,  he  gave  her  some  coppers  with  the 
injunction  never  to  come  back.  Repeating  her  visits,  however, 
she  established  the  privilege.  The  prank  of  presenting  the 
same  child  over  and  over  again  was  often  successful.  One 
female  would  enter  his  room,  carrying  a  child  in  distress,  in 
want  of  medicine,  for  example.  She  was  ordered  something, 
and  he  thus  got  rid  of  her.  Off  she  goes  to  a  companion.  The 
child’s  dress  is  changed  ;  the  companion  is  sent  with  the  same 
child  to  enlist  his  sympathy,  and  she  is  equally  successful. 
Endless  were  those  annoyances,  and  when  they  were  ended,  he 
seemed  to  forget  them.  I  never  saw  him  refuse  a  suppliant 
but  once— a  big,  brazen-faced  woman.  She  tried  him  sadly  ; 
he  resisted  her  determinedly,  and  ultimately  she  was  obliged 
to  yield. 

‘  All  true.— A.  G.’ 

I  knew  of  Mr  Donaldson  being  in  the  theatre  once,  and  that 
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was  upon  the  occasion  of  the  Government  demanding  a  certain 
number  of  the  Newhaven  fishermen  for  the  Navy.  The  incident 
roused  public  sympathy.  Entertainments  were  organised  for 
the  men,  among  them  a  Theatrical  Benefit,  which  Mr  Donaldson 
countenanced. 

Edinburgh  Advertiser,  13th  March  1812.  ‘  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have 

ordered  eleven  men  to  be  furnished  by  the  fishermen  of  Newhaven  as  their 
quota  at  the  present  emergency.’  Mr  Henry  Siddons,  son  of  Sarah  Siddons, 
gave  a  benefit  performance  in  the  Theatre  Royal.  ‘  The  Theatre  on  Tuesday 
(17th)  overflowed  in  every  part,  and  the  receipts  considerably  exceeded  £100.’ 

While  the  honour  of  Founder  of  the  Blind  Asylum  is  with 
justice  due  to  Dr  Johnston,  the  open  hand  of  James  Donaldson 
did  much  to  send  the  Scheme  into  operation.  The  Doctor  had 
many  private  audiences  with  Mr  Donaldson  on  the  matter,  and 
I  recollect  one  occasion  when  the  Doctor,  about  to  depart, 
made  the  remark  :  ‘  Ah,  Mr  Donaldson,  we  owe  you  much  ; 
you  have  always  been  our  best  friend.’ 

‘  Dr  Johnston  was  very  frequently  with  Mr  Donaldson. — A.  G.’ 

David  Johnston,  D.D.  (1733-1824),  Minister  of  North  Leith. 

Mr  Donaldson  printed  several  volumes  of  Dr  Johnston’s 
Sermons  for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  Institution  ;  he  printed 
the  yearly  Reports  ;  all  printing  gratis,  as  the  records  prove. 

The  Blind  Asylum  was  first  established  in  the  Castle  Hill, 
before  its  removal  to  Nicolson  Street.  The  house  in  the  Castle 
Hill  adjoined  the  Advertiser  Printing-office.  The  premises 
were  subsequently  occupied  by  Mr  Andrew  Rochead,  piano¬ 
forte  maker.  The  pulpit  of  the  Assembly  Hall,  and  a  portion 
in  front  of  it,  may  be  regarded  as  the  old  site  of  the  Printing- 
office  and  the  Asylum. 

The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  the  Indigent  Blind  purchased  the  house  of 
Mr  Charles  Broun  of  Coalstoun  on  19th  December  1794,  and  moved  to  Dr 
Stuart’s  house  in  Nicolson  Street  at  Whitsunday  1806. 

Asylum  Abstract  of  Accounts,  1st  January  1808  : — ‘  Mr  Donaldson  prints 
the  Annual  Reports,  Advertisements,  ptc.,  gratis.’ 

Andrew  Rochead  and  Son  at  378  Castle  Hill  in  years  1817-18. 

Mr  Donaldson  always  retired  to  the  quiet  retreat  of  Brough- 
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ton  Hall  in  the  month  of  May,  and  stayed  till  November, 
dividing  the  year  between  his  residence  at  No.  85  Princes 
Street  and  that  place. 

Mr  Donaldson  purchased  separate  portions  of  the  Princes  Street  property 
—1797  and  1811. 

1.  Disposition  by  Grizel  Donaldson  and  Helen  Donaldson  with  consent  of 

her  husband,  Captain  Alexander  Donaldson,  daughters  of  the  deceased 
Robert  Donaldson,  W.S.,  in  favour  of  James  Donaldson,  Bookseller 
in  Edinburgh. 

Consideration  :  £1300. 

Subjects  :  ‘  The  first  or  half-sunk  and  parlour  or  second  storeys  above 
‘  the  cellarage  of  that  tenement  of  land  lately  erected  by  William 
Pirnie,  Mason  in  Edinburgh,  upon  that  area  or  piece  of  ground 
‘  lying  on  the  North  side  of  Princes  Street  measuring  fifty  nine  feet 
i  ‘  six  inches  over  walls  in  length  in  front,  and  forty  five  feet  in  breadth 

‘  backwards  ....  which  first  and  second  storeys  were  then 
‘  divided  into  two  houses,  the  one  lately  possessed  by  the  said 
‘  Robert  Donaldson  consisting  of  eight  rooms,  kitchen  and  closets, 
‘  and  the  other  being  the  wester  house  of  said  first  or  half-sunk 
‘  storey,  consisting  of  two  rooms,  shop  and  kitchen,  with  closets, 

*  all  then  possessed  by - Anderson,  Upholsterer  in  Edinburgh  ’  ; 

Together  with  the  cistern  cellarage  accommodation,  and  a  piece  of 
garden  ground,  and  offices. 

Date  of  Disposition  :  20 th  May  1797. 

2.  Disposition  by  Robert  Pitcairn,  Writer  in  Edinburgh,  with  consent  of 

his  wife,  in  favour  of  James  Donaldson,  of  Broughton  Hall. 
Consideration  :  £1050. 

Subjects  :  *  The  third  flat  or  storey  from  the  ground,  that  is  the  second 
‘  flat  or  storey  above  the  sunk  or  ground  storey  of  that  tenement  of 
‘  land  built  by  the  now  deceased  William  Pirnie,  Mason  in  Edin- 

*  burgh,  in  Princes  Street  in  the  extended  Royalty  of  Edinburgh, 

*  and  which  storey  is  immediately  above  the  storey  purchased  from 
‘  him  by  Major  Donaldson  and  now  belonging  to  and  possessed  by 
‘  the  said  James  Donaldson  himself,  and  consists  of  five  rooms  and  a 
‘  kitchen,  with  closets,  pantries,  water  pipe  to  the  kitchen,  &c.’  ; 
Together  with  cellarage,  cistern,  etc. 

Date  of  Disposition  :  18 th  May  1811. 

Mr  Donaldson  directed  his  apprentices,  week  about,  to  carry 
the  letters  and  papers  from  town  to  Broughton  Hall  every 
morning,  and  to  wait  until  he  had  finished  his  proof-reading. 
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The  experience  was  delightful  for  the  youths.  They  enjoyed 
the  freedom,  romping  about  with  the  dogs.  He  opened  his 
window  to  hear  and  see,  he  wished  to  share  in  the  enjoyment 
himself.  If  a  shower  of  rain  fell  as  the  boy  was  leaving  for 
town,  Mr  Donaldson  made  him  take  his  own  umbrella,  so 
mindful  and  kindly  always. 

The  household  after  1808,  the  year  I  began  my  apprentice¬ 
ship,  consisted  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Donaldson  ;  Mr  James  Gordon  ; 
Nancy  Smith,  cook  ;  Betty  Galloway,  housemaid  ;  Charles 
Mowbray,  house  servant ;  James  Hay,  coachman.  Once  into 
his  service,  servants  seldom  thought  of  leaving.  Nancy  was 
the  second  cook  he  ever  had,  she  was  the  last.  Marriage  took 
away  other  maids. 

The  Hospital  Trustees  granted  a  Life  Annuity  to  Agnes  Smith  ;  the 
Governors  paid  her  death-bed  and  funeral  expenses,  3rd  July  1848. 

Daniel  Sinclair,  gardener  with  Mr  Donaldson  from  1809  to  1830,  had  a 
Life  Annuity  ;  there  were  others  who  had  annuities. 

Mrs  Donaldson  was  a  most  agreeable,  unaffected  lady,  an 
excellent  mistress,  approachable  to  all,  and  ever  ready  to  give. 

Her  nephew,  the  above-mentioned  Mr  Gordon,  son  of 
Mr  Gordon,  Sheepbridge,  Newry,  Ireland,  was  in  Edinburgh  for 
a  number  of  years  receiving  a  medical  education. 

Under  his  uncle,  Dr  Gillespie. — A.  G.’ 

He  became  a  handsome  youth,  much  beloved  by  his  adopted 
parents,  and  in  his  more  juvenile  years  got  whatever  he  wanted. 
Wooden  huts  were  made  for  his  rabbits,  boxes  for  pigeons  ;  he 
had  dogs  ;  whatever  would  gratify  him  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
getting.  He  at  last  got  a  gun  which  he  put  into  use  ;  his  uncle 
could  not  tolerate  his  killing  the  birds  in  the  grounds,  and  he 
had  to  seek  sport  elsewhere. 

The  education  of  Mr  Gordon  being  completed,  he  prepared 
to  say  good-bye  to  his  loving  uncle  and  aunt  in  order  to  sail 
for  the  East  Indies.  When  Mr  Gordon  took  his  final  leave, 
Mr  Donaldson  was  so  deeply  affected  that  he  retired  to  his 
room,  and  remained  in  retirement  during  the  after-part  of 
that  day. 

D 
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Some  years  afterwards,  Mr  Gordon  fell  into  bad  health, 
came  home  to  No.  85  Princes  Street,  but  survived  his  arrival 
only  a  few  days.  This  was  another  source  of  grief  to  Mr  Donald¬ 
son.  The  remains  of  Mr  Gordon  repose  in  the  West  Church 
Ground,  along  with  those  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Donaldson,  although 
there  is  no  inscription  sacred  to  his  memory. 

Mr  Gordon  was  a  young  man  of  much  promise,  of  a  generous 
and  kindly  disposition.  His  premature  death  was  mourned 
by  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Scots  Magazine  : — ‘  At  No.  85  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh,  7th  March  1829, 
Dr  James  Gordon,  surgeon,  Bengal  Army.’ 

The  monument  erected  by  the  Governors  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital  in  St 
John’s  Chapel  Cemetery  bears  the  inscription  : — 

‘  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  James  Donaldson,  Esq.,  of  Broughton  Hall, 
bom  10th  December  1751,  died  19th  October  1830,  aged  78  years,  who  left  his 
large  fortune  to  found  an  Hospital,  to  be  called  Donaldson’s  Hospital,  for  the 
support  and  education  of  poor  children. 

‘  And  of  Jane  Gillespie,  his  Spouse,  born  1st  March  1770,  died  22nd  Decem¬ 
ber  1828,  aged  58  years.’ 

Mr  and  Mrs  Donaldson  were  cheerful  and  happy  together. 

They  were  very  fond  of  little  dogs,  had  always  four  to  six 
of  those  noisy  curs  about  them,  and  were  delighted  to  have 
them  and  the  printer  boys  romping  in  the  house.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  method  of  feeding  other  than  gorging  them  with  food 
suitable  and  unsuitable.  Mr  Donaldson  had  a  favourite,  Foxy 
by  name,  which  took  charge  of  his  master’s  heels  for  a  dozen 
years  or  more.  The  dog  accompanied  him  everywhere,  and 
any  stranger  coming  too  near  was  sure  of  a  snarl.  He  fre¬ 
quently  snapped  at  the  men  of  the  Advertiser  Office  ;  aware  of 
the  greatness  of  his  master,  he  felt  he  could  use  his  teeth  with 
impunity.  Foxy  was  a  lean,  shaggy,  ill-favoured  brute. 

See  picture  of  Broughton  Hall  by  Lieutenant  Lockhart  Gillespie,  Royal 
Artillery,  with  Mr  Donaldson’s  spaniel  in  the  foreground.  The  brother-in-law 
of  Mr  Donaldson,  Lieut.  Gillespie  died  in  Edinburgh  22nd  May  1821. 

Mr  Donaldson  kept  two  cows  generally.  Nothing  pleased 
him  so  much  as  seeing  them  reach  their  heads  over  the  bars  of 
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the  park  not  far  from  the  window  at  which  he  usually  sat. 
An  old  cow  which  he  had  had  for  several  years  became  too  fat, 
and  was  sold  to  a  butcher.  A  man  came  one  morning  and  took 
her  away.  When  I  went  down  to  Broughton  Hall,  this  was 
the  subject  of  regret  among  all  the  folks  downstairs,  and  I  went 
to  the  stable  to  see  James.  Shortly  afterwards  Charles  came 
running  in  almost  out  of  breath,  and,  staring  at  James,  ordered 
him  to  go  at  once  and  fetch  back  the  cow,  as  Mr  Donaldson 
could  not  bear  looking  out  and  not  seeing  her.  James 
dropped  his  brush,  left  the  horses,  ran  away — -just  in  time 
to  save  her  life,  it  appeared, — and  brought  her  home  to  the 
delight  of  all. 

Mr  Donaldson  had  always  a  quantum  of  singing  birds,  which 
he  looked  after  himself ;  he  would  whistle,  and  they  would 
respond.  One  day  a  gold-finch  escaped,  while  the  cage  was 
being  cleaned.  This  put  him  much  about. 

Nancy  Smith,  the  cook,  who  had  spent  the  best  of  her  days 
in  Mr  Donaldson’s  service,  was  of  a  serious  turn  of  mind.  Ever 
apt  to  teach,  she  offered  advice,  which  even  Mrs  Donaldson  had 
to  take.  Betty  laughed  at  those  incidents,  Charles  did  not 
mind.  James  was  incorrigible  ;  he  came  home  stumbling  4  fu  ’ 
frequently  and  oft.  This  was  a  trial  to  the  cook — the  admoni¬ 
tions  she  poured  out  upon  him  being  of  no  earthly  use. 

Always  taking  such  care  of  the  horses,  James  Hay  in  the  eye 
of  his  master  could  do  nothing  wrong.  Whatever  James  said, 
was  believed.  When  the  horses  were  incapacitated,  any  tale 
he  made  up  about  their  requirements  met  with  approval. 
James  traded  upon  his  master  by  praising  the  horses, — they 
were  in  splendid  condition,  they  had  coats  as  fine  as  silk,  they 
were  without  a  match  in  Scotland.  All  this  being  believed, 
James  was  requested  to  take  great  care  of  them.  They  were 
a  pair  of  stately  animals,  too  well  fed  and  too  little  exercised. 

‘  I  believe  the  first  carriage  and  these  horses  (the  coachman  also)  had 
belonged  to  the  celebrated  Dr  Blair. — A.  G.’ 

Hugh  Blair,  D.D.,  1718-1800,  Minister  of  the  High  Kirk,  Edinburgh,  and 
Regius  Professor  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres.  Dr  Blair  wrote  from  Broughton 

27 


A  NOTABLE  FAMILY  OF  SCOTS  PRINTERS 


Park,  21st  September  1779,  the  famous  letter  on  Pope,  which  reached  Dr  Johnson. 
Johnson  wrote  of  the  preacher  in  1781  :  '  I  love  Blair  s  Sermons.  Though  the 
dog  is  a  Scotchman,  and  a  Presbyterian,  and  everything  he  should  not  be,  I  was 
the  first  to  praise  them.  Such  was  my  candour.’ 

The  horses’  dispositions  were  extreme.  Lofty,  quiet  and  gentle, 
received  the  visitations  of  the  boys.  Tom,  unapproachable 
and  vicious,  could  be  kept  in  subjection  by  a  stick,  and  when 
his  headgear  was  being  put  on,  he  kept  his  teeth  together. 
Though  subjected  to  a  tugging,  Tom  was  bent  upon  keeping  up 
war  with  his  biped  friend.  Tom  was  the  more  handsome,  a 
noble-looking  animal.  The  time  arrived  when  James  Hay 
longed  for  another  pair.  It  was  said  that  there  was  no  neces¬ 
sity  for  new  horses,  that  the  old  ones  would  do  for  years  to  come. 
He  had  a  friend  to  serve  by  getting  a  good  sale.  He  succeeded, 
however,  in  getting  Mrs  Donaldson  to  influence  her  husband 
to  part  with  Lofty  and  Tom,  and  he  lived  to  regret  it.  A  new 
pair  was  bought  at  160  guineas,  and  when  they  were  delivered, 
poor  Lofty  and  Tom  were  led  off  from  the  home  at  Broughton 
Hall,  and  subsequently  Mr  Donaldson  was  much  vexed.  They 
found  their  way  to  a  street  coach,  but  their  bulk  and  inactivity 
made  them  unsuitable  for  their  rough  duties.  A  street  coster 
became  the  owner  of  Tom,  his  harsh  master  making  the  most 
of  him,  the  skin  visibly  approaching  the  bone.  Lofty  fared 
little  better — he  paced  the  street  dragging  a  potato  cart. 

Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  acquired  Broughton  Hall  on  3rd  June  1786,  the 
following  advertisement  having  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser  on  24th 
March  : — ‘  House,  Offices,  and  Pleasure  Ground  to  be  sold  or  let  upon  lease. 
Broughton  Hall,  lately  possessed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Binning,  consisting 
of  ten  large  rooms,  besides  the  kitchen,  servants’  rooms,  and  other  conveniencies. 
The  situation  is  remarkably  dry,  and  commands  an  extensive  view  of  the  Frith. 
The  purchaser  or  tacksman  may  have  from  one  to  five  Scots  acres  of  ground 
around  the  house,  which  is  only  a  few  minutes’  distance  from  New  Town.’ 

The  house  had  a  drawing-room,  30  ft.  by  20  ft.,  a  dining-room  22  ft.  by  19  ft., 
six  bedrooms,  etc.,  with  beer  and  wine  cellar  and  catacombs. 

Every  morning  Mr  Donaldson  made  inquiry  about  the 
horses  that  had  been  sold.  The  other  boys  and  I  used  to  look 
at  them  so  as  to  answer  his  questions.  One  morning  he  told 
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me  he  had  seen  Lofty  the  day  before  with  a  cloth  over  one  of 
his  eyes,  and  I  was  instructed  to  discover  what  was  the  matter. 
I  set  off  on  my  mission.  On  approaching  the  crusty  old  fellow 
about  his  nag,  I  was  asked  to  mind  my  own  business.  The 
man’s  shaggy  assistant  told  me  that  the  stable  was  rather  small, 
and  that  Lofty’s  eye  was  injured  by  a  piece  of  iron  which 
protruded  from  the  wall.  This  was  a  sad  report  to  give  to 
Mr  Donaldson.  He  maintained  an  interest  in  the  two  horses 
until  the  knife  of  the  tanner  ended  their  misfortunes.  On 
hearing  of  the  death  of  Lofty — Tom  had  gone  first — Mr  Donald¬ 
son  exclaimed  :  ‘  Ah,  poor  Tom  and  Lofty.’ 

James  Campbell. 
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LETTER 

III 

Auchinleck 
14th  Sept. 
1761 


LETTER 

V 

Kelly 
1st  Nov. 

1761 


Hon.  Andrew  Erskine,  ‘  lieutenant,  24th  Foot  ’  (Burke’s  Peerage)  or  ‘  captain 
71st  Regiment,’  died  unmarried  in  1793  :  he  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  5th  Earl 
of  Kellie,  and  the  grandson  of  Dr  Archibald  Pitcairn,  whose  wit  he  inherited. 

James  Boswell  (1740-95),  the  biographer  of  Johnson.  ‘  His  inclination  was 
to  be  a  soldier,  but  his  father,  a  respectable  judge,  had  pressed  him  into  the 
profession  of  the  law.’ 

Boswell  introduced  Erskine  to  the  Soaping-Club — a  Club 
in  Edinburgh  ‘  Where  ev’ry  Tuesday  eve  our  ears  are  blest 
With  genuine  humour  and  with  genuine  jest.’  The  motto  was, 
‘  Every  man  soap  his  own  Beard  ;  or,  ‘  Every  man  indulge 
his  own  Humour.’ 

‘  Or  when  in  ode  sublime  your  genius  soars, 

Which  guineas  brings  to  Donaldson  *  by  scores  ; 

Accepts  the  thanks  of  me,  as  quick  as  sage, 

Accept  sincerest  thanks  for  ev’ry  page.’ 

J.  B. 

*  Alexander  Donaldson,  bookseller,  published  A  Collection  of  Original  Poems 
by  the  Rev.  Mr  Blaclclock  and  other  Scotch  gentlemen.  Erskine  edited  the  first 
volume  in  1760,  he  and  Boswell  the  second  in  1762. 

‘  I  have  been  busy  furbishing  up  some  old  pieces  for  Donald¬ 
son’s  second  volume  :  I  exceed  in  quantity,  twenty  Eustace 
Budgels,  according  to  your  epistle.  Pray  what  is  become  of 
the  Cub  ?  *  Is  Dodsley  **  to  sell  you  for  a  shilling,  or  not  ? 
I  have  written  one  or  two  new  things,  an  Ode  to  Pity,  and  an 
Epistle  to  the  great  Donaldson,  which  is  to  be  printed  :  The 
subject  was  promising,  but  I  made  nothing  of  it.  I  must  give 
over  poetry,  and  copy  epistles  out  of  that  elegant  treatise  the 
Compleat  Letter- Writer.’  A.  E. 

*  The  poem  called  ‘  The  Cub  of  Newmarket,’  which  Boswell  wrote  and 
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which  he  dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  York,  described  himself  as  a  curious  cub 
from  Scotland. 

**  Robert  Dodsley  (1703-64),  a  bookseller,  who,  aided  by  Pope,  set  up  in 
Pall  Mall. 

‘  Donaldson  is  busy  printing  his  second  volume.  I  have  letter 
mustered  up  a  few  verses  for  him,  some  old,  some  new.  I  will  VI 
not  boast  of  them.  But  I  ’ll  tell  you  one  thing  ;  the  volume 
will  be  pretty  free  from  typographical  errors  !  I  have  the  1761 
honour  to  correct  the  proof-sheets.’  J.  B. 

‘  Notwithstanding  of  your  affecting  elegy  on  the  death  of  letter 
two  pigs,  I  am  just  now  returned  from  eating  a  most  excellent  vin 
one  with  the  most  magnificent  Donaldson.  I  wish  you  would  2ndDccgh 
explain  to  me  the  reason  of  my  being  so  very  hard-hearted  as  to  1761 
discover  no  manner  of  reluctance  at  that  innocent  animal’s 
being  brought  to  table  well  roasted.  I  will  confess  to  you,  my 
friend,  that  I  fed  upon  it  with  no  small  alacrity — neither  do  I 
feel  any  pangs  of  remorse  for  having  so  done.  .  .  . 

‘  I  do  assure  you  the  imperial  sovereign  of  Pope’s  head, 
Caledonian  Dodsley,  Scottish  Baskerville,*  and  captain-general 
of  collective  bards,  entertained  us  most  sumptuously ;  I 
question  much  if  Captain  Erskine  himself  ever  fared  better  ; 
although  I  was  the  only  author  in  the  company,  which,  I  own, 
surprised  me  not  a  little.  Donaldson  is  undoubtedly  a  gentle¬ 
man  perfectly  skilled  in  the  art  of  insinuation.  His  dinners  are 
the  most  eloquent  addresses  imaginable.  For  my  own  part, 

I  am  never  a  sharer  in  one  of  his  copious  repasts,  but  I  feel  my 
heart  warm  to  the  landlord,  and  spontaneously  conceive  this 
expressive  soliloquy. — Upon  my  word  I  must  give  him  another 
hundred  lines. 

*  John  Baskerville  (1706-75),  printer. 

‘  Now,  my  dear  Captain,  tell  me  how  is  it  with  you,  after 
reading  this  ?  With  what  feeling  are  you  most  strongly 
possest  ?  But  as  this  depends  a  good  deal  upon  the  time  of  the 
day  at  which  you  receive  my  epistle,  I  shall  make  no  farther 
enquiry. 
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LETTER 

IX 

New-Tarbat 
3rd  Dec. 
1761 


LETTER 

X 

Edinburgh 
8th  Dec. 
1761 


‘  Thus,  Sir,  have  I  unbosomed  the  big  exultation  which 
possest  me  upon  occasion  of  what  some  of  the  fathers  would 
call  splendidum  prandium  ;  Englished  thus,  a  splendid  dinner. 

‘  Are  not  you  all  this  time  very  much  astonished,  nay, 
somewhat  picqued,  that  I  have  as  yet  made  no  mention  of  your 
last,  notwithstanding  of  the  wonderful  enchantments  which 
you  relate,  the  sagacious  advices  which  you  give,  and  the  ode 
to  a  Jew’s  Harp,  which  you  add.  Forgive  me,  good  Captain. 
Blame  Donaldson.  Write  to  me  whenever  you  have  anything 
that  you  wish  to  say.’  J.  B. 


‘  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  are  returned  to  town,  and  once  more 
near  that  seat  of  learning  and  genius,  Mr  Alexander  Donaldson’s 
shop.  You  tell  me  you  are  promoted  to  be  his  corrector  of  the 
press  ;  I  wish  you  also  had  the  office  of  correcting  his  children, 
which  they  very  much  want ;  the  eldest  son,*  when  I  was  there, 
never  failed  to  play  at  taw  all  the  time,  and  my  queue  used 
frequently  to  be  pulled  about  ;  you  know,  upon  account  of  its 
length  it  is  very  liable  to  these  sort  of  attacks  ;  I  am  thinking 
to  cut  it  off,  for  I  never  yet  met  with  a  child  that  could  keep  his 
hands  from  it :  and  here  I  can’t  forbear  telling  you,  that  if  ever 
you  marry  and  have  children,  our  acquaintance  ceases  from 
that  moment,  unless  you  breed  them  up  after  the  manner  of 
the  great  Scriblerus,**  and  unless  they  be  suckled  with  soft  verse 
and  weaned  with  criticism.  .  .  .  Dear  Boswell,  go  to  Donaldson 
and  tell  him  he  is  a  most  inhuman  miscreant,  and  deserves,  as 
he  is  a  Printer,  to  be  press’d  to  death  ;  then  thunder  in  his 
ear  that  he  has  not  sent  Captain  Erskine  his  Critical  Review.’ 

A.  E. 

*  James  Donaldson  (1751-1830),  Founder  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital. 

**  A  London  club  founded  by  Swift  to  satirise  literary  incompetence. 


4 1  shall  rouse  Donaldson  as  you  desire.  I  shall  rouse  him 
like  a  peal  of  thunder.’  J.  B. 
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‘  Go  to  Donaldson,  demand  from  him  two  of  my  franks,  letter 
and  send  it  me  even  before  the  first  post ;  write  me,  O  write  XI 
me  !  what  sort  of  man  this  author  is,  where  he  was  born,  how 
he  was  brought  up,  and  with  what  sort  of  diet  he  has  been  1761 
principally  fed.  ...  I  must  now  ask,  like  the  Spectator,  is 
he  fat  or  lean,  tall  or  short,  does  he  use  spectacles  ?  what  is 
the  length  of  his  walking-stick  ?  has  he  a  landed  estate  ?  has 
he  a  good  coal-work  ? 

‘  Lord  !  Lord  !  what  a  melancholy  thing  it  is  to  live  twenty 
miles  from  a  post-town  !  why  am  I  not  in  Edinburgh  ?  why 
am  I  not  chain’d  to  Donaldson’s  shop  ?  .  .  . 

‘  You  seem  to  doubt  in  your  first  letter,  if  ever  Captain 
Erskine  was  better  entertained  by  the  great  Donaldson,  than 
you  was  lately  ;  banish  that  opinion,  tell  it  not  in  Gath  ;  nor 
publish  it  in  Askalon  ;  repeat  it  not  in  John’s  Coffee-house, 
neither  whisper  it  in  the  Abbey  of  Holyroodhouse  ;  no,  I  shall 
never  forget  the  fowls  and  oyster  sauce  which  bedecked  the 
board  :  fat  were  the  fowls,  and  the  oysters  of  the  true  pandour 
or  Croat  kind  ;  then  the  apple-pie  with  raisins,  and  the 
mutton  with  colliflower,  can  never  be  erased  from  my  re¬ 
membrance.  .  .  . 

*  I  must  receive  a  letter  from  you  before  I  set  out,  telling  me 
whether  you  keep  true  to  your  resolution,  and  pray  send  me 
the  Ode  to  Tragedy  *  ;  I  beg  you  ’ll  bring  me  out  in  your 
pocket  my  Critical  Review,  which  you  may  desire  Donaldson 
to  give  you  ;  but  above  all,  employ  Donaldson  to  get  me  a 
copy  of  Fingal,  which  tell  him  I  ’ll  pay  him  for ;  I  long  to 
see  it.’  A.  E. 

*  ‘  Ode  to  Tragedy,’  dedicated  to  Boswell,  and  written  by  Boswell  himself. 

See  Letter  XIII. 

‘  You  must  know  I  purposely  neglected  to  send  the  Ode  letter 
myself,  and  likewise  prevented  Donaldson  from  sending  it  xm 
immediately  when  it  was  published,  in  order  to  give  full  play  f7dt“^fh 
to  your  impatience.  I  considered  what  amazing  effects  it  1761 
must  produce  upon  Captain  Erskine,  to  find  in  one  advertise- 
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LETTER 

XV 

New-Tarbat 
10th  January 
1762 


LETTER 

XVII 

New-Tarbat 
20th  Jan. 
1762 


LETTER 

XVIII 

Edinburgh 
22nd  Jan. 
1762 


merit,  an  Ode  to  Tragedy — A  Gentleman  of  Scotland — Alex¬ 
ander  Donaldson — and  James  Boswell,  Esq. ;  How  far  my 
conjecture  was  just,  your  last  letter  does  most  amply  testify.’ 

J.  B. 

‘  I  have  as  yet  received  no  letter  from  you,  and  great  is  my 
wonder  and  astonishment,  even  Donaldson  has  not  sent  me  my 
Critical  Review ;  would  to  God  he  had  one  rap  from  Fingal’s  * 
sword  of  Luno.’  A.  E. 

*  Fingal,  the  epic  attributed  to  Ossian  which  James  Macpherson  (1736-96) 
translated  and  issued  in  December  1761. 


‘  Donaldson  tells  me  that  he  wants  thirty  or  forty  pages 
to  compleat  his  volume  ;  pray  don’t  let  him  insert  any  nonsense 

to  fill  it  up,  but  try  John  Home  1  and  John  R - ,2  who  I  hear 

is  a  very  good  poet ;  you  may  also  hint  the  thing  to  Mr  N - ,3 

and  to  my  brother  Lord  K - ,4  who  has  some  excellent 

Poems  by  him.’  A.  E. 

1  Rev.  John  Home  (1722-1808),  minister  of  Athelstaneford,  author  of 
the  tragedy  Douglas. 

2  John  Robison  (1739-1805),  Natural  Philosophy  professor  and  a  facile 
versifier. 

3  William  Nairne  (1731-1811)  sat  on  the  Scottish  bench  as  Lord  Dunsinane, 
and,  succeeding  to  the  baronetcy  in  1790,  purchased  the  estate.  He  kept  only 
one  bed  at  his  Dunsinane  residence,  and  trying  one  day  to  get  rid  of  a  guest, 
George  Dempster,  he  is  reported  to  have  exclaimed  :  ‘  If  you  stay,  you  will 
go  to  bed  at  ten  and  rise  at  three,  and  then  I  shall  have  the  bed  after  you.’ 

4  6th  Lord  Kellie  (1732-81),  *  the  musical  earl,’  a  rhymester  of  questionable 
taste. 

‘  I  would  not  for  all  the  books  in  Donaldson’s  shop  that  our 
correspondence  should  cease.  ...  I  have  desired  Donaldson 
to  cause  his  correspondent  at  London  to  send  a  copy  of  the  first 
volume  of  his  collection  to  each  of  the  Reviews,  that  is  to  say, 
to  Hamilton  and  Griffiths,  with  whose  names  the  slate-blue 
covers  of  these  awful  oracles  of  criticism  are  inscribed. 

‘  Donaldson  has  yet  about  thirty-six  pages  of  the  second 
Volume  to  print.  I  have  given  him  two  hundred  lines  more. 
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He  is  a  loadstone  of  prodigious  power,  and  attracts  all  my 
poetic  needles.  The  Volume  will  be  out  next  week  ;  the  differ¬ 
ent  pieces  of  which  it  is  composed  are,  to  be  sure,  not  all  of 
equal  merit.  .  .  .’  J.  B. 

‘  I  have  sent  you  the  second  volume,  which  Donaldson  begs  letter 
leave  to  present  you  with,  in  consideration  of  your  being  one  of  XXI 
those  who  bear  the  brunt  of  the  day.  He  has  also  done  me  the  XiS** 
same  honour.  No  plain  shop  copy  ;  no,  no,  elegantly  bound  1762 
and  gilt.’  J.  B. 

‘  I  have  had  a  very  excellent  letter  of  yours  in  my  left  letter 
waistcoat  pocket  this  fortnight  ;  is  that  letter  answered  ?  you  xxn 
say  :  Oh  !  let  the  reply  to  this  question  be  buried  in  the  ^ndTllrch 
bottom  of  the  Red  Sea,  where  I  hope  no  future  army  will  ever  1762 
disturb  it  ;  or  let  it  be  inserted  in  the  third  volume  of  Donald¬ 
son’s  Collection,  where  it  will  never  be  found,  as  the  book  will 
never  be  opened.  What  would  I  not  do  to  gain  your  pardon  ? 

I  would  even  swear  that  black  was  white  ;  that ’s  to  say,  I 
would  praise  the  fairness  of  your  complexion.  .  .  . 

‘  I  was,  as  you  imagine,  very  much  surprised  to  see  A - 

here.  ...  I  offered  to  lend  him  the  first  and  second  volumes 
of  Donaldson’s  Collection.  At  that  very  moment  the  hostler 
informed  him  the  chaise  was  ready,  and  he  still  remains  ignorant 
where  the  worst  poets  in  the  world  are.’  A.  E. 

‘  Your  first  Epistle  being  of  a  length  which  modem  letters  letter 
seldom  attain  to,  surprised  me  very  much  ;  but  at  the  sight  of  XXIX 
your  second,  consisting  of  such  an  exuberant  number  of  sheets, 

I  was  no  less  amazed  than  ...  if  I  had  found  myself  ascending  1762 
the  fatal  ladder  in  the  Grass-market  at  Edinburgh,  and 
Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  the  hangman.’  A.  E. 

‘  The  immortal  Shakespeare  has  introduced  three  daughters  letter 

A  °  XXXTTT 

into  his  tragedy  of  King  Lear ,  which  has  often  drawn  tears  from  A  ^  ^ 
the  eyes  of  multitudes.  The  same  author  has  likewise  begun  9th  June 
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his  tragedy  of  Macbeth  with  three  witches  ;  and  Mr  Alexander 
Donaldson  has  resolved  that  his  collection  of  original  poems  by 
Scotch  gentlemen,  shall  consist  of  three  volumes,  and  no 
more.’  J.  B. 


LETTER 

XXXIV 

New-Tarbat 
14th  June 
1762 


‘  In  this  letter  I  have  bestowed  my  dulness  freely  upon  you  ; 
you  have  had  my  wit,  and  you  must  take  my  stupidity  into 
the  bargain  ;  as  when  we  go  to  the  market,  we  purchase  bones 
as  well  as  beef ;  and  when  we  marry  an  heiress,  we  are  obliged 
to  take  the  woman  as  well  as  the  money  ;  and  when  we  buy 
Donaldson’s  Collection  we  pay  as  dear  for  the  poems  of 
Mr  Lauchlan  MacPherson,  as  we  do  for  those  written  by  the 
incomparable  Captain  Andrew. 

‘  You  are  in  Edinburgh,  I  imagine,  by  this  time,  if  the  in¬ 
formation  of  Mr  Alexander  Donaldson  may  be  depended  upon.’ 

A.  E. 
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ALEXANDER  DONALDSON  AS  SEEN  BY 
THE  GREAT  LEXICOGRAPHER 

(From  Boswell’s  Life  of  Johnson.) 


*  Mr  Temple,  now  Vicar  of  St  Gluvias,  Cornwall,  who  had 
been  my  intimate  friend  for  many  years,  had  at  this  time 
chambers  in  Farrar’s  Buildings,  at  the  bottom  of  Inner  Temple 
Lane,  which  he  kindly  lent  me  upon  quitting  my  lodgings,  he 
being  to  return  to  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge.  I  found  them 
particularly  convenient  for  me,  as  they  were  so  near  Dr 
Johnson’s. 

‘  On  Wednesday,  July  20  (1763),  Dr  Johnson,  Mr  Dempster,* 
and  my  uncle,  Dr  Boswell,**  who  happened  to  be  now  in  London, 
supped  with  me  at  these  chambers.’ 

*  ‘  When  I  complained,’  says  Boswell,  ‘  that  drinking  port  and  sitting  up 
late  with  Dr  Johnson  affected  my  nerves  for  some  time  after,’  it  was  Mr  George 
Dempster  who  said,  ‘  One  had  better  be  palsied  at  eighteen  than  not  keep 
company  with  such  a  man.’ 

**  Himself  ‘  an  elegant  scholar,  and  a  physician  bred  in  the  school  of  Boer- 
haave,’  Dr  Boswell  once  described  Johnson,  ‘  a  robust  genius,  born  to  grapple 
with  whole  libraries.’ 

‘  Mr  Alexander  Donaldson,  bookseller,  of  Edinburgh,  had 
for  some  time  opened  a  shop  in  London,  and  sold  his  cheap 
editions  of  the  most  popular  English  books,  in  defiance  of  the 
supposed  common-law  right  of  Literary  Property.  Johnson, 
though  he  concurred  in  the  opinion  which  was  afterwards 
sanctioned  by  a  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords,  that  there 
was  no  such  right,  was  at  this  time  very  angry  that  the  book¬ 
sellers  of  London,  for  whom  he  uniformly  professed  much 
regard,  should  suffer  from  an  invasion  of  what  they  had  ever 
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considered  to  be  secure,  and  he  was  loud  and  violent  against 
Mr  Donaldson.  “  He  is  a  fellow  who  takes  advantage  of  the 
law  to  injure  his  brethren  ;  for  notwithstanding  that  the 
statute  secures  only  fourteen  years  of  exclusive  right,  it  has 
always  been  understood  by  the  trade  that  he  who  buys  the  copy¬ 
right  of  a  book  from  the  author  obtains  a  perpetual  property  ; 
and  upon  that  belief  numberless  bargains  are  made  to  transfer 
that  property  after  the  expiration  of  the  statutory  term.  Now 
Donaldson,  I  say,  takes  advantage  here  of  people  who  have 
really  an  equitable  title  from  usage  ;  and  if  we  consider  how 
few  of  the  books,  of  which  they  buy  the  property,  succeed  so 
well  as  to  bring  profit,  we  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  term 
of  fourteen  years  is  too  short ;  it  should  be  sixty  years.” 

‘  Dempster.  “  Donaldson,  sir,  is  anxious  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  literature.  He  reduces  the  price  of  books,  so  that  poor 
students  may  buy  them.” 

4  Johnson  ( laughing ).  “  Well,  sir,  allowing  that  to  be  his 
motive,  he  is  no  better  than  Robin  Hood,  who  robbed  the  rich 
in  order  to  give  to  the  poor.” 

‘  It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  great  question  concerning 
literary  property  came  to  be  ultimately  tried  before  the  supreme 
tribunal  of  this  country,  in  consequence  of  the  very  spirited 
exertions  of  Mr  (Alexander)  Donaldson,  Dr  Johnson  was 
zealous  against  a  perpetuity  ;  but  he  thought  that  the  term 
of  exclusive  right  of  authors  should  be  considerably  enlarged. 
He  was  then  for  granting  a  hundred  years.’ 

According  to  Mr  Augustine  Birrell,  (1)  ‘  Donaldson’s  Hospital  in  Edinburgh 
represents  the  fortune  of  this  larcenous  bookseller.’  (2)  ‘  In  Donaldson  v. 
Becket,  in  1774,  the  House  of  Lords  decided,  after  hearing  the  Judges,  that  the 
Statute  of  Queen  Anne  destroyed  perpetual  copyright,  and  substituted  a  term 
of  years.’ 

Says  John  Wilson  Croker  : — ‘  It  savours  of  that  nationality  which  Mr  Bos¬ 
well  was  so  anxious  to  disclaim,  to  talk  thus  eulogistically  of  the  very  spirited 
exertions  of  a  piratical  bookseller.’ 
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A  JOURNEY  FROM  LONDON  TO 
EDINBURGH 

Described  in  My  Own  Life  and  Times  by  Dr  Thomas 
Somerville,  Minister  of  Jedburgh  (1741-1830) 

4 1  left  London  on  the  25th  of  May  [1769].  Mr  Alexander 
Donaldson,  the  bookseller,1  being  informed  of  my  intended 
journey,  called  upon  me,  and,  after  expressions  of  kindness, 
told  me  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  obtain  for  me  a  free  and 
safe  conveyance  to  Edinburgh,  on  the  condition  of  my  taking 
the  charge  of  a  valuable  parcel  to  be  sent  there  in  a  few  days. 
I  accepted  this  offer,  which  appeared  to  me  so  seasonable,  with 
my  best  thanks  ;  but  how  much  was  I  surprised  when,  upon  my 
arrival  in  the  city  on  the  day  I  was  to  begin  my  journey,  the 
value  of  the  parcel  committed  to  my  care  was  made  known  to 
me,  and  a  pair  of  loaded  pistols  put  into  my  hands  for  defending 
it,  with  a  paper  of  instructions  relative  to  the  plan  of  my 
journey  !  The  parcel  was  a  portmanteau  covering  a  chest, 
which  contained  eight  or  ten  thousand  guineas  for  the  old  Bank 
of  Scotland.  The  substance  of  the  directions  given  me  was, 
to  write  twice  every  day  (while  on  the  road)  to  Mr  Innes, 
Edinburgh,  and  Mr  Henderson,  London — to  make  only  a  short 
stop  at  every  stage — not  to  travel  after  eight  o’clock  in  the 
evening — not  to  lodge  during  the  night  in  any  of  the  large 

1  '  Alexander  Donaldson,  who,  chiefly  by  cheap  reprints  of  books  of  which 
the  copyright  had  recently  expired,  made  a  large  fortune,  not,  as  was  then 
held,  very  creditably.  (See  Chambers’s  Traditions  of  Edinburgh  and  Boswell’s 
Johnson .)  His  son,  James  Donaldson,  inherited  and  greatly  added  to  the 
wealth  thus  acquired  to  found  what  is  now  called  Donaldson’s  Hospital  in 
Edinburgh.’ — Editor,  My  Own  Life  and  Times. 
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towns — never  to  lose  sight  of  the  portmanteau,  to  be  deposited 
in  my  bed-room,  and  the  door  to  be  locked.2 

2  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  route  and  instructions  with  which  I  was 
furnished  : — 


Miles. 

Barnett  [Barnet] 

12 

25th  May,  1769. 

Hatfield 

9 

Stevenage 

12 

Biggleswade  . 

14 

Budgen 

16 

Stilton  .... 

14 

Stamford 

14 

Witham  Common  . 

11 

Grantham 

10 

Newark 

14 

Taxford  [Tuxford] 

14 

Barnaby  Moor  [Barnby]  . 

14 

Doncaster 

14 

Between  Doncaster  and 

Ferrybridge  . 

15 

Ferrybridge  is  a  very 

Weatherby  [Wetherby]  . 

16 

steep  hill,  which  it  is 

Bourroughbridge  [Borough 

better  to  walk  up,  for 

bridge] 

12 

fear  of  the  traces  giv¬ 

Northallerton 

19 

ing  way. 

Darlington 

15 

Durham 

18 

Newcastle 

15 

It  is  now  best  to  walk 

Morpeth 

14 

down  the  steep  hill 

Whittengam  [Whittinghan1 

i]19 

going  into  Newcastle, 

Woollerhaughead  [Wooler 

and  if  there  is  a  drag- 

Haugh  Head] 

11 

chain  to  the  chaise,  to 

Cornhill 

14 

cause  the  driver  fix  it. 

Greenlaw 

12 

Norton  Moor 

12 

Blackshiels 

10 

Edinburgh 

14 

384 


*  It  is  requested  that  you  keep  the  portmanteau  always  in  sight,  and  have 
it  in  the  room  where  you  sleep,  which  it  would  be  proper  were  a  two-bedded 
one.  Please  to  write  from  Stilton,  from  Doncaster,  Northallerton,  Morpeth,  and 
Edinburgh,  or  so  calculate  it  that  we  may  receive  a  line  by  each  London  post 
you  meet  on  the  road.  When  you  arrive  at  Edinburgh,  please  drive  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Fishmarket  Closs  ;  and  if  one  of  you  will  be  at  the  trouble  to  step 
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up  the  closs  to  the  Royal  Bank,  and  acquaint  Mr  Campbell  or  Mr  Innes,  the 
cashiers,  of  your  having  a  portmanteau  for  the  bank  from  William  Tod  &  Co., 
of  London,  they  will  send  two  porters  with  you  to  bring  it  up.  Please  leave  the 
pistols  at  Arbuthnot  and  Guthrie’s,  in  the  Exchange.’ 

When  I  expressed  my  unfitness  for  the  trust  committed  to 
me,  and  my  regret  for  having  undertaken  it,  I  was  informed 
that  I  should  have  a  guard  to  attend  me  for  the  first  forty 
miles  from  London. 

‘  My  journey  was  not  by  any  means  an  agreeable  one. 
Apprehensions  of  personal  danger  were  revived  at  every  stage 
of  my  route  ;  for  as  the  weight  of  the  parcel  required  the 
exertion  of  two  porters  to  remove  it  from  one  carriage  to  another, 
the  nature  and  value  of  the  contents  were  palpable,  not  only 
to  the  bearers,  but  to  the  many  idle  hangers-on,  often  of  sus¬ 
picious  aspect,  always  to  be  found  about  the  gates  and  stable- 
yards  of  inns,  who  did  not  spare  their  jeering  but  significant 
remarks  on  the  subject — as,  “  I  wish  to  God,  Jack,  you  and  I 
had  a  corner  of  this  box  ”  ;  “  The  gentleman  has  need  to  be 
well  armed.”  The  landlords,  too,  cursed  and  complained  of 
the  weight  of  the  clandestine  burden,  endangering  the  bottom 
of  their  carriages  ;  and,  in  order  to  pacify  them,  I  was  under 
the  necessity  of  driving  with  four  horses  in  some  of  the  long 
stages.  Haunted  with  dreams  of  robbery  and  assassination, 
I  enjoyed  no  quiet  refreshing  sleep  between  London  and 
Edinburgh. 

‘  I  arrived  in  the  Bank  Close  at  one  o’clock,  29th  May,  and 
delivered  my  parcel  safe  to  Mr  Innes  1  at  the  expected  hour. 
Of  twenty  guineas  allowed  for  the  expenses  of  my  journey, 
one  remained  in  my  pocket.  It  was  the  last  day  of  the  General 
Assembly  ;  and  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  Walter  Young  2 

1  ‘  Old  Bank  of  Scotland  ’  (p.  39)  should  read  ‘  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland.’ 
The  Edinburgh  Almanac  of  1769  names  John  Campbell  first  cashier  to  the 
Royal  Bank,  George  Innes  second  cashier. 

John  Campbell,  who  had  a  house  in  the  Citadel  of  Leith,  died  28th  January 
1777,  George  Innes  being  promoted  his  successor  in  February. 

2  Dr  Walter  Young,  who  died  in  1814,  was  minister  of  Erskine. 
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and  a  few  other  old  companions,  whom  I  treated  with  a 
dinner  and  claret,  experiencing  that  elasticity  of  spirit  which 
follows  deliverance  from  recent  fear  and  danger,  heightened 
by  the  hilarity  of  an  unexpected  and  joyous  meeting  with 
my  friends.’ 
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‘  THE  EDINBURGH  ADVERTISER’ 


published  by  Alexander  Donaldson  between  1764  and  1773, 
and  by  his  son,  James  Donaldson,  from  1774  till  his  retirement 
in  1820. 


This  bi-weekly,  8  pp.,  large  4to,  3  cols,  to  page,  published  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  cost  at  first  2^d.  Mainly  owing  to  Government  tax,  the  price  varied  ; 
at  one  time  it  was  3d,  at  another  3^d.  In  1797  it  was  4d,  then  6d.  Later  still 
the  price  reached  7d. 


EXCERPTS 

The  first  issue  of  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser  explains  why  the 
editors  are  ‘  induced  to  publish  5  the  newspaper. 

A  correspondent  congratulates  his  fellow  citizen,  the  Editor, 
upon  the  improvements  in  the  City,  ‘  particularly  upon  the 
prevailing  taste  for  elegant  buildings,  which  gives  a  stranger 
an  impression  of  the  improvement  of  its  inhabitants  in  the 
polite  and  liberal  arts.’ 

Books  published,  printed  for  Alexander  Donaldson,  and  sold 
at  his  shops  in  London  and  Edinburgh.  From  forty  publica¬ 
tions  which  he  advertises  are  selected  the  following  : — 

The  whole  works  of  the  Most  Reverend  Dr  John  Tillotson, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  10  large  volumes.  12mo.  25s 

bound  ; 

Dr  Young’s  Night  Thoughts.  2s  6d  bound  ; 

The  whole  works  of  Alexander  Pope,  Esq.,  complete  in 
six  volumes  duodecimo  ; 

History  of  Don  Quixote  ; 


1764 
3rd  Jan. 

6th  March 


1767 
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1768 


26th  Aug. 


1770 

29th  June 


3rd  Sept. 


1771 

2nd  Aug. 
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Thomson’s  Seasons  ; 

Livy’s  Roman  History ,  translated  into  English,  8  vols.  ; 

Plutarch’s  Lives,  translated  from  the  Greek  ; 

Locke  on  Human  Understanding  ; 

Shakespeare’s  Works,  10  vols.,  20s  bound  ; 

The  Adventures  of  Robinson  Crusoe  ; 

Allan  Ramsay’s  Ever  Green. 

The  Works  of  Dr  Jonathan  Swift,  Dean  of  St  Patrick’s, 
Dublin.  11  vols.  33s  bound  in  calf  ; 

The  whole  Works  of  Henry  Fielding,  Esq.  ; 

Milton’s  Poetical  Works. 

‘  His  Majesty  has  appointed  Thomas  Gray,  Esq.,  LL.B.,  of 
Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge  (author  of  the  celebrated  Church¬ 
yard  Elegy)  professor  of  Modern  History  in  that  University 
in  the  room  of  the  Rev.  Mr  Brocket,  deceased,  a  place  worth 
£400  a  year.’ 

‘  Receipt  to  kill  Rats.  Rub  the  edges  of  the  holes  they 
creep  through  (when  they  come  abroad  to  do  their  mischief) 
with  white  arsenic,  finely  powdered,  and  mixed  up  with  hog’s 
lard  or  grease.  This  simple  contrivance,  by  greasing  their 
hair,  induces  them  to  lick  it  off,  and  thereby  you  catch  them 
napping  when  they  least  expect  it.’ 

‘  Mr  John  Goodsir,  Surgeon  at  Largo,  was  examined  before 
the  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  and,  after  examination, 
was  found  sufficiently  qualified  to  practise  in  the  arts  of  surgery 
and  pharmacy,  and  received  his  diploma  for  that  purpose.’ 

‘  Mr  Murray,  of  Broughton,  the  Pretender’s  Secretary  in 
the  year  1745,  appears  now,  by  notice  given  in  some  of  the 
newspapers,  to  have  been  confined  by  his  sons  to  a  mad-house, 
under  the  care  of  Dr  Battie,  and  not  a  clandestine  carrying 
off  of  his  person,  as  was  alleged  in  the  London  Chronicle  and 
other  papers.’ 
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‘  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  can  inform  the  public  that  our 
elegant  new  bridge  is  now  almost  finished  ;  the  communication 
by  means  of  it  betwixt  the  Old  Town  and  the  New  will  be 
opened  for  foot-passengers  next  week  ;  it  will  also  be  soon 
passable  for  carriages.’  (North  Bridge.) 

‘  The  late  William  Cromwell,  Esq.,  of  Kirby  Street,  near 
Hutton  Street,  Holborn,  who  died  on  Thursday  (9th),  was 
great-grandson  to  the  immortal  Oliver  Cromwell,  Protector 
of  England.’ 

Published  by  Alexander  Donaldson  : — 

Essays  and  Treatises  on  several  subjects,  by  David  Plume, 
Esq. 

‘  Whereas  two  brothers  did  on  Friday,  the  11th  inst.,  run 
away  from  their  friends,  to  whom  they  had  repeatedly  owned 
their  obligations,  whoever  will  discover  where  they  may  be 
found,  shall  receive  one  shilling  sterling  for  each,  which  is 
considerably  above  their  intrinsic  value. 

‘  This  not  to  be  repeated,  the  objects  not  being  worth  the 
expense  of  a  second  advertisement.’ 

Dr  Samuel  Johnson  and  James  Boswell,  Esq.,  arrived  on 
Tuesday  night  (9th)  in  Edinburgh  from  the  West  Highlands  and 
Islands  (after  an  absence  of  eighty-three  days). 

‘  Dr  Young  wrote  the  Centaur,  not  fabulous.  Dr  Johnson 
will  be  it ;  for  after  passing  three  months  in  Scotland  and 
living  on  oats,  the  food  of  horses,  he  will  certainly  be  half  man, 
half  horse,  when  he  returns  to  London,  so  that  his  friend, 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  must  give  us  an  equestrian  portrait 
of  him.’ 

‘  The  report  propagated  of  John  Donaldson  (bookseller) 
being  removed,  or  going  to  remove,  is  entirely  without  founda¬ 
tion,  as  he  never  intended  to  quit  his  present  situation,  the 
corner  of  Arundel  Street  in  the  Strand  (No.  195),  or  have 
any  concern  in  any  other  shop.’ 

Alexander  Donaldson,  having  moved  to  No.  48  St  Paul’s 
Churchyard,  was  the  publisher  of  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser 

45 


1772 

10th  July 

17th  July 

1773 

25th  May 

25th  June 

12th  Nov. 


24th  Dec. 

31st  Dec. 


A  NOTABLE  FAMILY  OF  SCOTS  PRINTERS 


1774 

22nd  Feb. 

1775 

8th  Sept. 


1776 
6th  July 


19th  July 
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until  31st  December  1773.  His  son,  James  Donaldson,  suc¬ 
ceeded  him  as  publisher  on  4th  January  1774. 

Decision  by  House  of  Lords  on  Literary  Property. 

The  flying  diligence,  carrying  three  inside  passengers, 
accomplished  the  journey  from  Edinburgh  to  London  by  way 
of  Carlisle  in  four  days. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  last  Session,  an  additional 
duty  of  one  halfpenny  is  laid  upon  newspapers  from  5th  July. 
Edinburgh  Advertiser  ‘from  Friday,  July  5,  to  Tuesday,  July 
9  ’  is  3d  ;  ‘  24/4  a  year,  if  called  for  ;  26/4  if  delivered  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  the  New  Town,  suburbs,  or  in  Leith  ;  30/4  when  sent 
by  post  to  any  town  in  Scotland,  England,  or  Ireland.’ 

‘  The  public  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  the  Advertiser 
has  the  advantage  of  being  considerably  cheaper  than  any  other 
Edinburgh  newspaper ;  and  an  index  is  given  gratis  half- 
yearly,  by  which  means  those  who  bind  up  their  papers  can 
easily  have  recourse  to  any  past  transaction  of  importance.’ 

‘  This  day  is  published  and  sold  by  the  Author  at  his 
Penny-Post  Office,  principal  entry  to  the  Royal  Exchange, 
Edinburgh,  and  by  all  the  Booksellers  in  town  and  country, 
price  one  shilling,  Williamson’s  Edinburgh  Directory .’  (1st 
July  1776  to  end  of  June  1777  inclusive.) 

Died  on  16th  at  4  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street,  London,  James 
Ferguson,  astronomer. 

Dr  Johnson  moved  to  Bolt  Court,  No.  8,  early  that  year.  It  was  Ferguson 
who  once  told  the  lexicographer  ‘  of  a  new-invented  machine  which  went  without 
horses  :  a  man  who  sat  in  it  turned  a  handle,  which  worked  a  spring  that  drove 
it  forward.’ 

‘  The  account  of  a  battle  in  the  Jerseys,  said  to  have  come 
by  way  of  Rotterdam  to  Leith,  we  have  great  reason  to  believe, 
is  an  imposition  ;  it,  therefore,  cannot  be  admitted  into  this 
paper  unless  the  writer  will  take  the  trouble  to  call  upon  the 
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Publisher  and  authenticate  it.  We  take  this  opportunity  to 
mention  that  we  pay  no  regard  to  any  intelligence  sent  to  us, 
unless  it  is  properly  authenticated.’ 


‘  We,  the  Cooks  and  Cookmaids  in  the  City  of  Edinburgh  1778 
and  suburbs,  having  been  long  subjected  to  the  profane  practice  26th  June 
of  dressing  of  meat  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  by  which  we  are  kept 
from  attending  on  public  divine  worship  and  the  means  of 
instruction,  in  consequence  of  which  we  are  brought  up  in  the 
total  ignorance  of  the  doctrines  and  practice  of  the  Holy 
Christian  religion  as  if  we  had  no  souls  to  be  saved,  as  well 
as  our  employers,  and  so  made  liable  to  the  temptations  of 
vice  and  immorality  ;  having  taken  the  same  into  our  serious 
consideration,  we  are  willing  to  join  in  the  new  intended  plan 
of  reformation,  in  this  age  of  dissipation,  we  hereby  resolve 
to  free  ourselves  from  that  slavish  and  sinful  practice  of 
dressing  meat  on  the  Lord’s  Day.  We  hope  that  our  masters 
and  mistresses  and  our  guests  will  not  take  it  amiss  but  approve 
of  our  conduct  in  the  above  resolution  ;  especially  as  such 
abstinence  conduces  to  the  health  as  well  as  our  ease  of  body 
and  peace  of  mind.  This  resolution  is  to  commence  on  Sunday, 
the  28th  day  of  June.  Signed  by  our  order,  Alexander  Brander, 
preses.’ 

4  Mr  Louis  Cauvin,  teacher  of  French  in  Edinburgh,  having  29th  Sept, 
lately  deceased  (24th  September),  his  son,  Louis,  who  acted  as 
assistant  to  his  father  for  several  years  past,  proposes  to  begin 
teaching  upon  Monday,  5th  October  next,  at  the  house  lately 
possessed  by  his  father  in  Bishop’s  Land.’ 

Louis  Cauvin,  junior,  gave  Robert  Bums  lessons  in  French  three  nights 
every  week  during  the  winter  of  1786-87. 

Diligence  from  Edinburgh  to  London  by  Kelso,  Newcastle, 
and  York.  Fare  of  each  passenger  4  reduced  from  £4,  14.  6  to 
£3,  18.  6  sterling  ;  luggage  from  6|d  to  5d  per  pound  weight.’ 

Died  at  Drumsheugh,  near  this  City  (2nd  January),  Miss 
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Elizabeth  Donaldson,  daughter  of  the  deceased  Mr  James 
Donaldson,  merchant  in  Edinburgh. 

23rd  Nov.  ‘  Wanted  for  George  Watson’s  Hospital,  a  well  qualified 
House-Governor.  Salary  £25  sterling  yearly,  with  proper 
lodging  and  entertainment  in  the  house  ;  but  as  they  are  not 
limited  as  to  the  sum,  the  Managers  have  resolved  to  give 
ample  encouragement  to  any  person  well-qualified  to  fill  the 
office.  None  need  to  apply  but  such  as  are  unmarried,  and 
above  forty  years  of  age.’ 


1780 
1st  Feb. 


‘  On  Monday  seven-night  died  at  Bath  in  his  83rd  year, 
Archibald  Stewart,  Esq.,  late  an  eminent  merchant  in  London, 
formerly  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  representative  for 
that  City  in  Parliament.  He  was  a  man  of  great  knowledge, 
ability,  and  integrity.  Few  people  have  lived  more  generally 
respected,  or  died  more  sincerely  regretted.’ 


X785  The  first  copy  of  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser  that  does  not 

1st  July  bear  the  imprint  of  ‘  48  St  Paul’s  Churchyard  ’  is  that  dated 
July  1,  1785  :  ‘  Edinburgh.  Printed  by  and  for  James 

Donaldson,  and  sold  at  his  Printing-office  in  the  Castle  Hill, 
where,  and  at  the  shop  of  Alexander  and  James  Donaldson, 
Edinburgh,  orders  and  advertisements  are  taken  in.’ 

15th  Nov.  The  Duchess  of  Gordon  ( nee  Jane  Maxwell)  ‘  was  safely 
delivered  of  a  son  at  her  house  in  George’s  Square  on  Tuesday 
evening  (8th).’ 

Alexander  Gordon,  1785-1808,  a  military  officer. 

25th  Nov.  ‘  The  City  Guard-House  being  now  levelled  with  the  ground, 
it  is  supposed  the  public  wells  will  next  fall  to  be  removed.’ 

1786  ‘  Last  week  a  gentleman  sent  20/-  to  the  Captain  of  the 

loth  March  Tolbooth  in  order  to  purchase  coals  for  the  prisoners  confined 
in  that  gaol.  We  shall  be  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to 
record  many  such  instances  of  humane  attention  to  the 
distressed.’ 
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To  be  sold  in  one  or  more  lots  ‘  about  two  hundred  yards 
of  the  City  wall  on  the  south  side  of  Heriot’s  Hospital  garden.’ 

Archibald  Skirving  (1749-1819),  whose  crayon  portrait  of 
Robert  Burns  is  so  well  known,  resided  in  those  days  at 
‘  3  Shakespeare’s  Square.’ 

‘  The  Edinburgh  Advertiser  is  now  printed  with  two  founts 
of  new  types,  cast  on  purpose  by  the  ingenious  Dr  Alexander 
Wilson  and  Sons,  of  Glasgow.’ 

‘  Hugo  Arnot,  of  Balcormo,  Esq.,  advocate,  died  here  on 
the  20th  inst.’  (Author  of  The  History  of  Edinburgh.) 

4  Mr  Palmer  intends  to  bring  the  mail  from  London  to 
Edinburgh  in  60  hours.’ 

4  We  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  public  that  the 
institution  of  Sunday  Schools  is  extended  to  Scotland,  there 
being  two  established  in  the  Town  of  Hawick.’ 

The  house  possessed  by  Dr  Blacklock  4  in  Bristo  Street, 
near  the  Chapel  of  Ease,’  is  to  be  sold. 

Thomas  Blacklock  (1721-91)?  the  blind  poet,  whom  Johnson  met  in 
Edinburgh  1773,  and  whom  Burns  met  1786-87. 

4  This  day  is  published — price  five  shillings  in  boards — 
by  William  Creech.  Handsomely  printed  in  one  vol.  8vo,  and 
embellished  with  the  head  of  the  Author  elegantly  engraved  by 
Beugo,  Poems,  chiefly  in  the  Scottish  Dialect,  by  Robert  Burns. 
N.B. : — As  the  book  is  published  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the 
Author,  it  is  requested  that  subscribers  will  send  for  their 
copies,  and  none  will  be  delivered  without  money.’ 

Charlotte  Square  terminates  the  New  Town  on  the  west. 

Captain  Robertson  received  half-a-guinea,  and  next  day  a 
cart  of  coals,  for  the  use  of  the  unhappy  prisoners  in  the 
Tolbooth. 

4  Yesterday  died  in  the  Abbey,  aged  85,  Mr  Harry  Prentice, 
who  first  introduced  the  culture  of  potatoes  into  this  country. 
In  1784  he  sunk  £140  with  the  Managers  of  the  Canongate 
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Poorhouse  for  a  weekly  subsistence  of  7/-,  and  has  since  made 
several  small  donations  to  that  Charity.  His  coffin,  for  which 
he  paid  two  guineas — with  1703,  the  year  of  his  birth — has 
hung  in  his  house  these  nine  years  ;  and  he  has  the  under¬ 
taker’s  written  obligation  to  screw  him  down  with  his  own 
hands  gratis.  The  Managers  are  bound  to  bury  him  with  a 
hearse  and  four  coaches  at  Restalrig.’ 

William  Brodie,  ‘  a  considerable  house-carpenter  and  bur¬ 
gess  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh,’  wanted  for  having  broken  into  the 
General  Excise  Office  for  Scotland  and  stolen  from  the  cashier’s 
office  a  sum  of  money.  £200  of  reward  for  his  apprehension, — 
‘  £150  to  produce  him  alive,  £50  payable  upon  his  conviction.’ 

Trial  of  William  Brodie,  carpenter,  and  George  Smith, 
grocer.  Judges  at  the  Trial  : — Lord  Justice  Clerk  (Braxfield), 
Lords  Hailes,  Eskgrove,  Stonefield,  Swinton.  The  jury  included 
William  Creech  (bookseller),  William  Fettes  (merchant),  James 
Donaldson  (printer). 

Execution  of  Brodie  on  Wednesday,  1st  inst. 

‘  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  Brodie  not  many  months 
ago  sat  as  a  juryman  on  a  trial  before  the  High  Court  of 
Justiciary  in  that  very  Court  in  which  he  was  condemned,  and 
that  he  was  the  planner  a  few  years  since  of  the  newly  invented 
gallows  on  which  he  suffered.’ 

Additional  duty  on  newspapers  since  1st  August. 

The  Edinburgh  Advertiser  of  4th  August  costs  3|d. 

‘  The  Ayrshire  Bard,  Mr  Burns,  has  at  his  own  expense 
erected  a  monument  or  headstone  in  the  Canongate  Churchyard 
over  the  grave  of  the  late  Mr  Fergusson.’  (Robert  Fergusson, 
poet,  1750-74.) 

This  day  is  published  The  Antiquities  of  Scotland  by  Francis 
Grose,  Esq.  (1731-91). 

Antiquary.  ‘  A  chiel ’s  amang  you  taking  notes.’ 

Yesterday  was  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  the  New  College 
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by  Francis,  Lord  Napier,  Grand  Master  Mason,  the  old  Uni¬ 
versity  buildings  being  obsolete.  Architect  for  the  new  design, 
Robert  Adam. 

Subscription  for  the  New  College  : — Mr  Alexander  Donald¬ 
son,  bookseller,  £10  10s. 

‘  The  steeple  at  St  Cuthbert’s  Church  is  now  finished,  and, 
when  stripped  of  the  scaffolding,  will  have  a  very  fine  effect. 
It  was  built  by  Mr  Stevens,  the  builder  of  the  steeple  on  St 
Andrew’s  Church  and  the  Drawbridge  at  Leith,  the  masterly 
execution  of  which  do  him  great  honour.’ 

Died  (17th  July) 4  Adam  Smith,  LL.D.  and  F.R.S.  of  London 
and  Edinburgh,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s 
Customs  in  Scotland,  and  formerly  Professor  of  Moral  Philo¬ 
sophy  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.’ 

Subscription  ‘  for  making  up  the  loss  which  has  arisen,  and 
will  arise,  from  selling  meal  in  the  Edinburgh  and  Leith 
markets  at  reduced  prices  ’ : — Mr  James  Donaldson,  book¬ 
seller,  £3  3s. 

For  ‘  the  necessitous  poor  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh  and 
Liberties  ’  : — James  Donaldson,  Esq.,  £l  Is. 

‘  On  the  21st  inst.  died  at  Dumfries,  after  a  lingering  illness, 
the  celebrated  Robert  Burns.  His  poetical  compositions, 
distinguished  equally  by  the  force  of  native  humour,  by  the 
warmth  and  the  tenderness  of  passion,  and  by  the  glowing 
touches  of  a  descriptive  pencil,  will  remain  a  lasting  monument 
of  the  vigour  and  the  versatility  of  a  mind  guided  only  by  the 
Lights  of  Nature  and  the  Inspirations  of  Genius.  The  public, 
to  whose  amusement  he  has  so  largely  contributed,  will  learn 
with  regret  that  his  extraordinary  endowments  were  accom¬ 
panied  with  frailties  which  rendered  them  useless  to  himself 
and  his  family.  The  last  months  of  his  short  life  were  spent 
in  sickness  and  indigence.’ 
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For  ‘  the  Families  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  the  Parish 
of  St  Cuthbert’s  ’  : — Mr  James  Donaldson,  £l  Is. 

‘  The  money  of  individuals  is  much  safer  in  the  Banks  than 
with  themselves.  When  people  have  money  lying  by  them, 
it  is  a  temptation  to  murderers,  robbers,  and  thieves.’ 

‘  Stamp  Office,  Edinburgh,  31st  March  1797.  Every  person 
using  or  wearing  hair  powder  must  receive  a  certificate  for  the 
ensuing  year,  duty  of  one  pound  one  shilling  only.’  ‘  Every 
person  using  hair  powder  without  taking  out  a  certificate 
forfeits  twenty  pounds.’ 

The  Edinburgh  Advertiser,  hitherto  4d,  costs  6d  to-day, 
and  until  further  notice. 

‘  Rejoicing  in  the  gallant  victory  of  Admiral  Lord  Viscount 
Duncan  over  the  Dutch  Fleet  (11th  October),  and  not  insensible 
of  the  widows  and  families  of  our  countrymen  who  lost  their 
lives  or  who  were  wounded  in  that  glorious  action.’  Sub¬ 
scription  : — Mr  James  Donaldson,  publisher,  £3  3s. 

Voluntary  Subscription  List  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country, 
‘  its  very  existence  as  an  independent  nation  threatened  by  a 
sanguinary  and  ambitious  enemy  ’ : — Mr  James  Donaldson, 
publisher,  £63. 

Victory  by  British  Fleet  ‘  under  Admiral  Lord  Nelson  of  the 
Nile  over  a  superior  French  Fleet  on  the  coast  of  Egypt.’ 

For  ‘the  relatives  of  brave  men  who  fell  or  who  were 
wounded  ’ : — Mr  James  Donaldson,  publisher,  £3  3s. 

‘  On  Saturday  last  (12th)  died  here,  Mr  Peter  Williamson, 
well  known  for  his  various  adventures  through  life.  He  was 
kidnapped  when  a  boy  at  Aberdeen,  and  sent  to  America,  for 
which  he  afterwards  recovered  damages.  He  passed  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  among  the  Cherokees,  and  on  his  return  to 
Edinburgh  amused  the  public  with  a  description  of  their  man¬ 
ners  and  customs  and  his  adventures  among  them,  assuming 
the  dress  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  imitating  the  war-whoop,  etc. 
He  had  the  merit  of  first  instituting  a  penny-post  in  Edinburgh, 
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for  which,  when  it  was  assumed  by  Government,  he  received  a 
pension.  He  also  was  the  first  who  published  a  Directory,  so 
essentially  useful  in  a  large  city.’  (See  July  19,  1776.) 

‘  The  Public  Kitchen  ’  : — James  Donaldson,  Esq.,  printer, 
£2  2s. 

‘  The  Poor  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh  and  Suburbs  ’  : — 
Mr  James  Donaldson,  publisher,  £5  5s. 

To  be  sold  Dwelling  House  (with  18  Fire  Rooms)  in  Hynd- 
ford’s  Close,  possessed  by  Dr  Rutherford.  (Half-brother  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott’s  mother.) 

‘  House  of  Industry  ’  : — Annual  Subscriber,  Mr  James 
Donaldson,  printer,  £2  2s. 

Died  ‘  at  Edinburgh,  on  Friday,  the  22nd  inst.,  Miss  Ann 
Scott,  daughter  of  the  deceased  Walter  Scott,  Esq.,  writer  to 
the  signet.’ 

‘  Widows  and  Orphans  of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  who  fell 
in  Egypt  ’  : — Mr  James  Donaldson,  printer,  £3  3s. 

Died  ‘  on  Thursday,  the  25th  inst.,  at  Coates,  near  Edin¬ 
burgh,  the  Right  Honourable  Elizabeth  Countess  Dowager  of 
Glencairn,  in  the  77th  year  of  her  age.’ 

Mother  of  Burns’s  patron,  14th  Earl  of  Glencairn. 

‘  But  I  ’ll  remember  thee,  Glencairn, 

And  a’  that  thou  hast  done  for  me  !  ’ 

‘  Statue  to  be  erected  in  Scotland  to  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Dundas  ’  : — James  Donaldson,  Esq.,  £3  3s. 

Died  ‘  at  London,  in  the  82nd  year  of  his  age,  Mr  Roger 
Kemble,  father  of  Mrs  Siddons.  This  gentleman’s  name  will 
always  be  memorable  in  dramatic  history  on  account  of  those 
talents  in  his  offspring  which  have  so  eminently  contributed  to 
give  lustre  to  the  English  Stage.’ 

Sentence  of  the  Law  in  case  of  High  Treason  to  be  ‘  hanging, 
disembowelling,  quartering,  and  beheading.’ 
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21st  May 
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1801 

27tli  Jan. 
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80th  June 


1802 
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10th  June 


17  th  June 


15th  July 

5th  Aug. 
25th  Nov. 

1804 

16th  March 


1805 

2nd  April 


17th  May 


23rd  July 


Demolition  of  the  Luckenbooths  by  authority  of  the  Lord 
Dean  of  Guild.  To  be  sold  4  the  whole  materials  of  these 
buildings  in  the  Luckenbooths  situated  betwixt  Brown’s  Land 
and  the  Tolbooth.’ 

4  The  whole  materials  of  the  five  middle  tenements  of  the 
Luckenbooths  were  sold  by  public  auction  for  £165.  They  are 
to  be  taken  down  immediately,  but,  to  prevent  any  interruption 
in  the  street,  the  work  is  to  proceed  in  the  mornings  and 
evenings  only.’ 

Died  4  at  Dumfries  in  his  14th  year,  Francis  Wallace  Burns, 
second  son  of  the  late  celebrated  Robert  Burns,  the  Scottish 
Bard.  He  was  a  promising  youth.’ 

For  4  the  Defence  of  the  Firth  of  Forth  and  of  the  Country 
in  general  ’  : — Mr  Donaldson,  publisher,  £12  12s. 

For  4  Great-Coats,  Flannel  Waistcoats,  and  other  Neces¬ 
saries  to  the  Corps  of  the  Royal  Edinburgh  Volunteers  receiving 
Pay  ’  : — Mr  Donaldson,  publisher,  £5  5s. 


4  First  Battalion  of  loyal  Edinburgh  Spearsmen  ’  : — James 
Donaldson,  Esq.,  £2  2s. 

4  The  Society  for  the  Industrious  Blind,  having  requested 
Dr  Johnston,  their  Secretary,  to  sit  for  his  picture,  Mr  Raeburn 
has  painted  a  fine  portrait  of  that  reverend  gentleman,  which 
he  has  generously  presented  to  the  Society  as  a  mark  of  his 
respect,  and  which  is  now  hung  up  in  the  Directors’  Room  of 
the  Asylum.’ 

4  The  old  City  Guard  was  disbanded  on  Wednesday,  and 
yesterday  the  new  City  Guard,  consisting  of  a  lieutenant,  two 
sergeants,  two  corporals,  two  drummers,  and  thirty  privates, 
mounted  guard  for  the  first  time.’ 

For  4  Relief  of  Our  Countrymen,  Sailors,  now  prisoners  of 
France  at  Valenciennes,  who  are  in  the  most  distressed  cir¬ 
cumstances  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life  ’  : — Mr  James 
Donaldson,  £l  Is. 
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Victories  over  the  combined  Fleets  of  France  and  Spain. 

‘  For  the  relief  of  the  Relatives  of  those  brave  men  who  have 
fallen  in  the  late  naval  engagements  under  Lord  Nelson,  Sir 
Robert  Calder,  and  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  and  of  those  who 
may  have  been  wounded  therein  ’  : — Mr  James  Donaldson, 
publisher,  £5  5s.  (‘For  erecting  a  statue,  naval  pillar,  or 
other  monument  to  the  memory  of  Lord  Nelson  ’  : — Mr  James 
Donaldson,  £5  5s.) 

Died  ‘at  Edinburgh,  Daniel  Scott,  Esq.,  youngest  son  of  the 
late  Walter  Scott,  Esq.,  writer  to  the  signet,  on  the  25th  inst.’ 

Died  ‘  on  Friday,  24th,  at  Grove  House,  Hackney,  in  the 
91st  year  of  his  age,  Thomas  Braidwood,  Esq.,  formerly  of 
Edinburgh,  eminently  distinguished  for  the  discovery  *  and 
successful  practice  of  the  art  of  instructing  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb.’ 

*  Mr  Braidwood  was  not  the  discoverer  of  the  art,  however. 

[‘  There  is  one  subject  of  philosophical  curiosity  to  be  found 
in  Edinburgh,  which  no  other  city  has  to  show, — a  College  of 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  who  are  taught  to  speak,  to  read,  to  write, 
and  to  practise  arithmetic,  by  a  gentleman  whose  name  is 
Braidwood.  It  was  pleasing  to  see  one  of  the  most  desperate 
of  human  calamities  capable  of  so  much  help  :  whatever 
enlarges  hope,  will  exalt  courage.  After  having  seen  the  deaf 
taught  arithmetic,  who  would  be  afraid  to  cultivate  the 
Hebrides  ?  ’ — Johnson,  Tour  to  the  Hebrides .] 

Died  at  Inver,  near  Dunkeld,  on  1st  March,  Niel  Gow,  in 
the  80th  year  of  his  age.  ‘  Few  have  excelled  him  as  a  com¬ 
poser  of  Highland  Reels  ;  and  his  spirited  performance  of  that 
favourite  species  of  national  music  will  long  be  remembered.’ 

Died  ‘  on  16th,  at  the  house  of  his  son,  Bishop  (John) 
Skinner  in  Aberdeen,  the  Rev.  John  Skinner,  in  the  86th  year 
of  his  age,  after  having  held  the  charge  of  the  episcopal  con¬ 
gregation  in  Longside  for  nearly  66  years.’ 

Dean  Skinner,  song- writer,  was  the  author  of  Tullochgorum,  which  Bums 
reckoned  ‘  the  best  Scotch  song  ever  Scotland  saw.’ 
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14tb  Aug. 


23rd  Oct. 


1808 

29th  Jan. 
26th  Feb. 


17th  June 


Died  at  Rome  (13th  July),  Cardinal  York,  in  the  82nd  year 
of  his  age,  the  last  survivor  of  the  unfortunate  House  of  Stuart. 
Son  of  the  Chevalier  St  George  and  brother  of  Prince  Charles 
Edward,  he  was  ‘  a  quiet,  inoffensive  man.  Our  good  King 
allowed  him  out  of  his  privy  purse  a  handsome  pension.  His 
death  is  of  some  importance,  for,  we  believe,  an  act  with 
respect  to  Attainder  of  Blood  was  to  expire  at  the  death  of 
this  last  of  the  Stuart  Family.’ 

On  Wednesday,  21st,  the  anniversary  of  Trafalgar,  the 
foundation-stone  of  the  Monument  to  Nelson  was  laid  on  the 
Calton  Hill ;  the  Committee  have  adopted  the  design  by  Mr 
Robert  Burn,  architect. 

Burn  erected  for  Burns  the  headstone  at  Fergusson’s  grave  in  the  Canongate 
Churchyard,  and  for  Scott  the  Monument  to  Jeanie  Deans  at  Irongray. 

‘  Establishment  of  a  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Edinburgh  ’  : — 
James  Donaldson,  Esq.,  £10  10s. 

4  Marmion.  This  day  is  published,  beautifully  printed  in 
quarto,  price  £l.  11.  6,  boards,  Marmion ,  A  Tale  of  Flodden 
Field,  by  Walter  Scott,  Esq.,  Edinburgh  :  printed  for 
Archibald  Constable  &  Co.’ 

For  Sale  the  House,  No.  85  Princes  Street,  4  belonging  to 
and  at  present  possessed  by  Col.  James  Robertson.  The  House 
consists  of  Drawing-Room,  Dining-Room,  Back  Parlour,  and 
eight  Fire-Rooms,  besides  two  light  Dressing  Closets,  Garrets, 
Water-Closet,  Kitchen,  and  Cellars.  In  the  back  ground  there 
is  an  excellent  Coach-House  and  Four-Stalled  Stable,  with  a 
Wash  House.’  (No.  85  became  James  Donaldson’s  town-house.) 


1811 

8th  May 


7th  June 


Public  Meeting  in  Parliament  House  : — 4  The  distinguished 
valour  and  patriotic  conduct  of  the  Portuguese  Nation, 
during  the  French  Invasion,  has  excited  the  admiration  of 
this  Meeting.’ 

4  Relief  of  the  Distressed  People  in  Portugal  ’  : — Mr  Donald¬ 
son,  publisher,  £10  10s. 

4  Caution.  A  number  of  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edinburgh  have  been  lately  broke  into  in  the  night-time,  and 
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quantities  of  fruit  carried  off.  From  the  feet  marks  the 
depredators  seem  to  have  been  boys,  and  it  is  well  known  that 
those  who  begin  these  practices,  frequently  proceed  to  greater 
enormities,  till  they  at  length  arrive  at  the  fatal  tree.  If  a 
few  of  them  were  taken  and  sent  on  board  of  ships  of  war,  it 
might  be  a  salutary  warning.’ 

Farewell  by  Mrs  Sarah  Siddons.  ‘  When  the  doors  (of  the 
Theatre  Royal)  were  opened,  the  populace  rushed  in  like  a 
torrent,  and  the  house  overflowed  in  a  few  minutes.  Many 
hats,  shoes,  shawls  were  lost,  clothes  torn  in  the  scuffle,  and  the 
screams  of  the  ladies  were  long,  loud,  and  truly  distressing. 
Several  ladies  fainted  from  the  pressure,  after  they  were 
pushed  into  the  theatre.  The  play  was  Henry  VIII.,  in  which 
Mrs  Siddons  sustained  the  part  of  the  Queen  with  great  effect.’ 

‘  The  Inhabitants  of  Russia,  suffering  in  consequence  of  the 
French  Invasion  ’  : —  Mr  Donaldson,  Advertiser  Office,  £6  6s. 

‘  Ravages  of  the  War  in  Germany  and  other  parts  of  the 
Continent  ’  : —  Mr  Donaldson,  Edinburgh  Advertiser,  £5  5s. 

‘  The  mason  work  of  Nelson’s  Monument  on  the  Calton  Hill 
is  now  finished.’ 

‘  We  understand  that  Mr  Walter  Scott  is  now  making  a  tour 
of  the  Hebrides  on  board  a  yacht  attached  to  the  Commission 
for  Northern  Lights.’ 

On  14th  inst.  died  William  Creech,  a  former  Lord  Provost, 
one  of  the  original  founders  of  the  Speculative  Society.  He 
was  ‘  in  the  habits  of  constant  intimacy  ’  with  Lord  Kaimes, 
Dr  Robertson,  Dr  Blair,  Dr  Adam  Smith,  Lord  Hailes,  Lord 
Woodhouselee,  Sir  William  Forbes,  Dr  Beattie,  Professor 
Dugald  Stewart,  Henry  Mackenzie,  Lord  Meadowbank,  Dr 
Gregory. 

Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh — Robert  Stevenson,  Esq., 
Civil  Engineer,  elected  a  Fellow. 
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25th  April 
9th  June 

27th  June 
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The  Robert  Burns  Anniversary  at  Oman’s  Hotel  (West 
Register  Street),  on  Wednesday,  25th.  Gilbert  Burns  (the 
brother)  was  present,  with  Walter  Scott,  Thomas  Campbell, 
Lord  Byron,  James  Hogg,  Robert  Southey. 

Duel  near  Caroline  Park.  The  gentlemen  and  their  seconds 
were  each  fined  25  guineas,  the  Sheriff  ordering  the  fines  ‘  to 
be  applied  for  behoof  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  as  being  from  its 
nature  an  institution  best  entitled  to  a  fine  derived  from 
such  a  source.’ 

‘  Mr  Walter  Scott  had  the  honour  of  an  interview  with  the 
Prince  Regent  at  Carlton  House  on  Saturday  last  (22nd).’ 

‘  The  Gold  Medal,  given  by  the  Edinburgh  Company  of 
Golfers,  was  played  for  over  the  Links  of  Leith  on  Saturday 
(3rd),  and  gained  by  Walter  Cook,  Esq.’  (Afterwards  one  of 
James  Donaldson’s  Trustees). 

Meeting  in  Parliament  House  to  consider  ‘  how  best  to 
alleviate  the  distresses  of  those  who  have  survived  [the  Battle 
of  Waterloo],  and  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  widows  and 
children  ’  : — Walter  Scott,  Esq.,  £105  ;  Mr  Donaldson,  pub¬ 
lisher,  £10  10s. 

Letter  received  this  morning  from  Sir  John  Marjoribanks, 
the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh.  ‘  House  of  Commons,  June 
27,  6  o’clock  : — There  is  an  account  come  from  the  City  within 
this  half-hour  that  Bonaparte  is  murdered  ;  I  fully  believe  it.’ 

Bonaparte  has  surrendered  himself  to  the  British.  ‘  Thus 
the  political  career  of  this  disturber  and  scourge  of  the  human 
race  is  terminated.  His  final  ruin  has  been  consummated 
by  the  nation  which  he  most  feared  and  hated,  and  the  glory 
of  la  belle  alliance  is  complete  !  ’ 

‘  Bonaparte  declared  to  one  of  our  officers  that  his  political 
life  was  now  at  an  end,  and  that  he  never  would  interfere  in 
politics  more.  This  consummate  hypocrite  said  exactly  the 
same  thing  when  he  was  sent  last  year  to  the  island  of  Elba.’ 

‘  The  demeanour  of  Bonaparte,  ever  since  the  official 
communication  that  he  was  to  be  sent  to  St  Helena,  has  been 
ferocious,  sullen,  and  dissatisfied.’ 
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‘  Tuesday  morning  (19th),  the  remains  of  Robert  Burns,  the 
celebrated  Scots  Bard,  were  removed  to  the  vault  of  the 
Mausoleum  now  erecting  to  his  memory  in  St  Michael’s  Church¬ 
yard,  Dumfries.’ 

Commemoration  of  Robert  Burns  in  Macewen’s  Rooms, 
Royal  Exchange,  25th  January.  Dinner  at  five  o’clock.  Alex¬ 
ander  Boswell,  Esq.,  of  Auchinleck,  in  the  chair.  Present :  Mr 
Walter  Scott,  Mr  Jeffrey,  Mr  John  Wilson  (‘  Christopher  North  ’). 

Died  ‘  at  St  Andrews,  on  the  22nd  ultimo,  in  the  93rd  year 
of  his  age,  Adam  Ferguson,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  formerly  professor  of 
Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  He  was  the 
last  of  those  great  men  of  the  preceding  century,  whose 
writings  have  reflected  so  much  honour  on  their  age  and  on  this 
country.  Among  these  none  united  in  a  more  distinguished 
degree  the  acquirements  of  ancient  learning  to  a  perfect  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  world  in  which  he  lived,  or  more  eminently  added 
to  the  manners  of  a  most  accomplished  gentleman  the  practice 
and  the  principles  of  the  purest  virtue.’ 

Dinner  advertised  for  18th  current — Commemoration  of 
Battle  of  Waterloo.  Chairman — Lord  Provost  William  Ar- 
buthnot  (made  a  baronet  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  King 
George  IV.). 

In  the  list  of  Stewards  are  the  names  of  James  Donaldson, 
Esq.,  Walter  Scott,  Esq.,  Francis  Jeffrey,  Esq.,  Henry  Cock- 
burn,  Esq.,  Sir  William  Fettes,  bart. 

Died  ‘  at  Coates  House,  on  14th  June,  Hon.  Allan 
Maconochie  of  Meadowbank,  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  College 
of  Justice.’ 

‘  Relief  of  the  labouring  classes  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh 
and  Suburbs  ’  : — Mr  Donaldson,  publisher,  £10  10s.  Edin¬ 
burgh  Advertiser  Printing-office,  Castle  Hill,  £l  18s. 

‘  During  a  high  wind  the  roof  of  Mr  Polito’s  temporary 
menagerie  on  the  Earthen  Mound  was  blown  off,  and  carried  in 
fragments  to  a  considerable  distance  eastward  in  the  loch. 
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30th  Sept. 

14th  Oct. 


18th  Nov. 


1818 
6th  Feb. 

24th  Feb. 

9th  Oct. 


About  the  same  time  a  coach  with  two  horses,  driving  along  the 
Little  Mound  was  blown  over  the  east  bank  ;  the  coach  was 
very  much  damaged,  but  the  coachman  and  another  person 
who  sat  on  the  box,  together  with  the  horses,  escaped  without 
material  injury.’ 

‘  The  Old  (Tolbooth)  Prison  and  the  adjoining  buildings,  so 
long  an  ugly  encumbrance  and  deformity  to  the  High  Street, 
are  now  nearly  taken  down,  and  will  totally  disappear  in  a 
few  days.’ 

Died  ‘  at  Ammondell,  Linlithgowshire,  on  8th  inst.,  the 
Hon.  Henry  Erskine,  second  son  of  the  late  Henry  David, 
Earl  of  Buchan.’ 

The  Dean  of  Faculty’s  first  wife  was  Christian,  the  only  child  and  heiress  of 
George  Fullerton,  of  Broughton  Hall,  who  sold  his  house  to  Alexander  Donaldson, 
bookseller,  on  3rd  June  1786.  She  became  mother  of  12th  Earl  of  Buchan. 

The  City  Guard,  disbanded  on  15th  Nov.,  ‘originally  raised 
in  the  year  1648,  consisted  of  60  men  besides  officers.  In  1682 
it  was  increased  to  108  men.  Since  that  period  the  number  has 
fluctuated,  but  for  many  years  there  were  three  companies  of 
one  captain,  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  one  drummer,  25 
privates.  Within  these  few  years,  however,  the  Guard  was 
reduced  to  two  sergeants,  two  corporals,  two  drummers,  and 
25  privates.’ 

Scottish  Regalia  discovered  in  a  chest  at  Edinburgh  Castle, 
Mr  Walter  Scott  being  present. 

Frederick  Maitland,  Captain  of  the  ‘  Bellerophon,’  writes 
from  Cairnie  Lodge,  Cupar-Fife,  that  Napoleon  never  demanded 
any  honours  due  to  his  former  rank,  nor  did  he  contemplate 
suicide. 

‘  The  High  Street  has  been  long  admired  for  its  length  and 
beauty.  Now  that  the  Tolbooth  is  removed,  there  is  no 
obstruction  in  it  but  an  old-fashioned  well,  close  by  the  County 
Buildings,  and  that  lump  of  deformity,  the  Weigh  House,  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  Lawnmarket,  which  obstructs  the  entrance 
to  the  garrison  and  that  fine,  elevated  walk,  the  Castle  Hill. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  two  buildings  will  soon  be  removed, 
and  no  longer  spoil  one  of  the  best  streets  in  Europe.’ 

4  The  girls  of  the  Merchant  Maiden  Hospital  have  been 
removed  from  their  old  house  in  Bristo  Street  to  an  elegant 
new  building  *  erected  for  the  Institution  in  a  fine  park  at 
Lauriston  on  the  north  side  of  the  Meadows.’ 

*  Afterwards  George  Watson’s  College  for  Boys,  Archibald  Place. 

‘  We  understand  that  a  very  elegant  design  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  by  W .  H.  Playfair,  Esq.,  Architect,  for  building  on  the 
grounds  situated  between  the  Calton  Hill  and  Leith.’ 

Birth  of  Queen  Victoria. 

‘  Kensington  Palace,  May  24,  1819.  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Duchess  of  Kent  was  safely  delivered  of  a  Princess  this 
morning  at  a  quarter  past  four  o’clock.  Her  Royal  Highness 
and  the  Princess  are  doing  well.  David  D.  Davis.’ 

Died  ‘  at  Inveresk,  on  19th  ultimo,  Mr  Archibald  Skirving, 
portrait  painter,  an  artist  of  considerable  eminence.’ 

Died  ‘  on  25th,  at  Heathfield,  Staffordshire,  in  his  84th 
year,  James  Watt,  Esq.,  of  the  firm  of  Bolton  and  Watt,  of 
Soho,  near  Birmingham.’ 

Re-interment  in  Dunfermline  Abbey  of  the  skeleton  of 
King  Robert  Bruce.  Present : — Lord  Chief  Baron  Sir  Samuel 
Shepherd  ;  Baron  Clerk  Rattray  ;  Henry  Jardine,  Esq.,  W.S., 
King’s  Remembrancer ;  James  Skene,  Esq.,  of  Rubislaw ; 
Dr  James  Gregory  ;  Sheriff  Clephane  ;  Wm.  Burn,  Esq., 
architect. 

The  freedom  of  Dunfermline  was  conferred  on  these  gentle¬ 
men  by  Provost  Wilson. 

Died  ‘  at  her  house  in  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  Friday, 
the  24th  inst.,  Mrs  Ann  Rutherford,  widow  of  Walter  Scott, 
Esq.,  writer  to  the  signet.’ 

Died  ‘  at  Grant’s  Braes,  near  Haddington,  on  the  14th  inst., 
Mrs  Agnes  Brown,  the  mother  of  Burns  the  Poet,  in  the  88th 
year  of  her  age.’ 
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31st  Dec. 
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61 


11th  Feb. 


Tuesday 
7th  March 


Friday 
10th  March 


A  NOTABLE  FAMILY  OF  SCOTS  PRINTERS 

‘  On  Saturday  evening  (5th)  about  five  o’clock  a  most 
daring  robbery  was  attempted  on  the  toll-keeper  at  Whitehouse 
Toll.  A  young  man  came  into  the  house,  and,  requesting  per¬ 
mission  to  light  his  pipe — which  was  readily  granted — entered 
into  conversation  with  the  toll-man,  who  gave  him  his  box  to 
take  a  snuff.  He  took  it,  threw  its  whole  contents  into  his  face, 
and  then  endeavoured  to  cut  from  his  side  with  a  knife  the 
bag  which  contained  the  money  collected  throughout  the  day. 
After  a  violent  struggle,  however,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
toll-man  got  his  hand  severely  cut,  he  succeeded  in  keeping 
the  money,  and  when  the  toll-man  was  calling  loudly  for  assist¬ 
ance,  the  fellow  made  off.  He  has  since  been  apprehended.’ 

The  Whitehouse  Toll  stood  about  thirty  feet  westwards  from  where  the 
East  Gate  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital  now  is. 

The  Edinburgh  Advertiser  vol.  cxiii,  No.  5872,  price  7d. 

‘  Published  by  James  Donaldson .’ 

Vol.  cxiii.  No.  5873  bears  the  name  of  Claud  Muirhead, 
while  the  imprint  of  21st  November  is  amplified  thus  : — 

‘  Printed  and  Published  by  Claud  Muirhead. ’ 

The  office  at  279  High  Street,  the  Printing-office  at  91  Rose 
Street. 
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EXTRACTS  PRINCIPALLY  FROM  THE 
MINUTE-BOOKS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  (1830-1844) 
AND  THE  GOVERNORS  (1845-1927) 

The  Trust-Deed  being  entered  in  the  Books  of  Council  and 
Session  on  26th  October  1830,  Mr  Donaldson’s  Holograph  Will 
and  Codicils  were  recorded  on  2nd  November  the  same  year. 

Mr  John  Irving,  W.S.,  the  Sole  Executor,  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Trustees  appointed  to  found  the  Hospital,  prepared 
for  the  opinion  of  counsel  queries  on  the  validity  of  the  Will. 
Mr  Robert  Jamieson,  advocate,  gave  his  opinion  on  15th 
December  1830  that  Mr  Donaldson’s  settlements,  taken  to¬ 
gether,  were  sufficient  to  exclude  any  claim  to  his  heritable  or 
movable  succession,  -with  the  exception  of  the  heir-at-law’s 
claim  to  the  house  in  the  Castle  Hill,  which  had  belonged  to 
Mr  Alexander  Donaldson,  the  father,  and  to  which  Mr  James 
Donaldson  had  ‘  never  made  up  any  title.’  Mr  Jamieson  held 
that,  as  Mr  Donaldson  had  included  that  house  in  his  Will  as 
part  of  the  property  left  to  the  Hospital,  the  heir-at-law, 
Mrs  John  Duncan,  if  she  claimed  the  house,  could  claim  no 
benefit  under  Mr  Donaldson’s  settlements,  and,  therefore, 
could  not  draw  the  annuity  of  £80  which  he  had  bequeathed 
to  her. 

Mr  Irving,  it  would  appear,  would  be  able  to  realize  the 
whole  estate,  provide  for  payment  of  the  legacies  and  annuities, 
and  use  the  residue  for  the  Endowment ;  in  the  circumstances 
the  Trustees  might  make  an  allowance  to  those  of  Mr  Donald¬ 
son’s  servants  who  had  been  with  him  during  his  long  illness. 

The  Executor  sent  Mr  Jamieson’s  opinion  to  Mrs  Duncan, 
the  heir-at-law,  and  inquired  whether  she  and  her  husband 
were  to  give  opposition  to  his  implementing  Mr  Donaldson’s 
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Will.  After  waiting  some  time  and  getting  no  answer  from 
either  of  the  Duncans,  Mr  Irving  ‘  caused  a  general  charge  to 
enter  heir  to  Mr  Donaldson  ’  to  be  given  to  Mrs  Duncan. 

The  Trustees  held  their  first  Meeting  on  18th  December 
1830,  and,  having  agreed  to  act,  directed  Mr  Irving  to  ascertain 
the  intentions  of  the  Duncans.  The  First  Division  of  the 
Court  of  Session  decided  that  the  Codicils,  holograph  and  dated, 
were  effectual. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Duncan  were  not  inactive  regarding  the  latter’s 
interests  as  heir-at-law,  and  asked  a  large  sum  of  money. 
They  now  made  offers  for  a  compromise,  and,  to  avoid  litiga¬ 
tion,  the  Trustees  proposed  to  increase  the  annuity  from  £80 
to  £250,  to  pay  this  increased  sum  to  her,  or  to  her  husband  if 
he  survived  her,  and  they  agreed  to  give  Mrs  Duncan  the 
Castle  Hill  property  or  to  pay  her  £160,  the  price  which  the 
Commissioners  for  City  Improvements  set  upon  it. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Duncan  insisted  upon  a  larger  sum,  and,  having 
consulted  the  Dean  of  Faculty  (Mr  John  Hope)  and  Mr  Robert 
Jamieson,  the  Trustees  intimated  that  they  had  gone  as  far  as 
they  were  warranted  to  do.  Mrs  Duncan  finally  accepted  the 
£250  offer,  and  a  title  was  ‘  made  up  in  her  person  as  heir-at- 
law  to  all  the  heritable  property  which  belonged  to  Mr  Donald¬ 
son  at  the  time  of  his  death.’  She  then  conveyed  the  same  to 
Mr  Irving  in  trust  for  himself  and  the  other  Trustees. 

The  property  belonging  to  Mr  Donaldson,  when  he  died  on 
19th  October  1830,  consisted  of 

Personal  property  in  England  .  .  £95,040  0  0 

ditto  Scotland  .  .  89,956  18  3 

Heritable  Security  ....  25,064  16  0 

£210,061  14  3 

He  had  also  the  house  at  No.  85  Princes  Street,  and  the 
houses  of  Broughton  Hall  and  Broughton  Park,  with  the 
nine  acres  adjoining.  The  three  houses,  subsequent  to  Mr 
Donaldson’s  death,  yielded  a  total  rent  of  £430. 
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The  expense  of  proving  Mr  Donaldson’s  Will  (including  the 
Stamp  Duty  and  the  Legacy  Duty  of  ten  per  cent.)  was 
£14,242  3s  6d.  The  Legacy  Duty  having  been  paid  and  the 
value  of  Stocks  having  depreciated,  Mr  Donaldson’s  property 
fell  from  £210,061  14s  3d  to  £203,333  9s  7d. 

The  Trustees  granted  Life-Annuities  to  servants  who  had 
been  long  in  Mr  Donaldson’s  service,  and  who  from  age  were 
no  longer  able  to  earn  wages  : — 

William  Forrest  (Mr  Donaldson’s  Clerk)  ; 

John  Fairley  ; 

Agnes  Smith  ; 

Hannah  M‘Leish  ; 

Daniel  Sinclair  ; 

John  Inglis. 

In  March  1833  the  Trustees  purchased  for  £2000  the  two 
flats  in  Princes  Street  belonging  to  Mr  Howieson,  situated 
immediately  over  Mr  Donaldson’s  own  residence  there  ;  they 
thus  became  proprietors  of  the  whole  tenement. 

In  November  1833  they  purchased  from  Heriot’s  Hospital 
seventeen  acres  of  ground,  part  of  the  farm  of  Coats  (Coates), 
in  the  parish  of  St  Cuthbert’s,  as  a  site  for  Donaldson’s  Hospital. 
The  lowest  terms  on  which  the  Governors  of  Heriot’s  Hospital 
would  consent  to  sell  were,  the  payment  of  a  feu-duty  of  £30 
per  acre,  with  the  condition  that  two-thirds  of  this  feu-duty 
was  to  be  purchased  at  £500  per  acre.  The  sum  of  £8408  10s 
was  accordingly  paid  to  Heriot’s  Hospital,  and  a  yearly  feu- 
duty  of  £168  3s  5d  continues  to  be  paid  for  the  land  to  this 
day. 

After  full  consideration,  the  Trustees  agreed  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  have  the  Hospital  built  of  a  size  sufficient  to  ac¬ 
commodate  300  children.  They  then  invited  several  architects 
to  furnish  designs  for  such  a  building  and  to  include  a  chapel 
in  their  plans,  agreeing  to  give  £200  to  each  for  his  design. 
Each  architect  had  to  be  informed  what  the  children  would  be 
taught,  how  many  teachers,  class-rooms,  and  beds  would 
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be  needed.  Only  three  of  these  architects  were  asked  to  prepare 
plans,  namely  : — 

Mr  William  Henry  Playfair  (1790-1857), 

Mr  James  Gillespie  Graham  (1777-1855), 

Mr  David  Hamilton  of  Glasgow  (1768-1843), 

and  after  seeing  the  plans,  the  Trustees  requested  each 
to  have  a  model  made  at  their  expense.  On  considering 
the  designs  and  models,  the  Trustees  suggested  improve¬ 
ments,  Mr  Gillespie  Graham  making  several  alterations 
on  his  design,  the  others  sending  in  new  designs.  The 
new  design  by  Mr  Playfair  was  selected  as  the  best  for  the 
Hospital. 

The  site  was  levelled  and  thoroughly  drained  at  a  cost 
of  £2050,  and  Mr  Playfair  was  directed  to  get  tenders  for 
building  from  persons  ‘  on  whose  good  workmanship  ’  the 
Trustees  might  depend,  for  example,  Messrs  Young  and 
Trench, — Masonry,  Carpentry,  Iron  Work,  Glazing.  The 
Chapel  was  meanwhile  excluded  from  the  tenders.  By  the 
contract  made  with  the  above-mentioned  firm  (8th  and 
9th  June  1842)  it  was  provided  that  the  Trustees  were  to 
have  the  benefit  of  any  reduction  of  the  timber  duties  after 
those  dates. 

The  Managers  of  the  New  Club  (4  St  Andrew  Square), 
being  ‘  desirous  to  get  a  right  to 5  Mr  Donaldson’s  house 
at  85  Princes  Street  and  the  houses  over  it  which  had  been 
purchased  from  Mr  Howieson,  the  Donaldson  Trustees  in 
1834  gave  a  lease  to  the  New  Club  at  a  rent  of  £450,  with 
power  to  purchase  the  property  at  any  future  time  for  the 
sum  of  £9000.  The  New  Club  paid  the  latter  sum  on  6th 
February  1844. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  Hospital  funds  being  vested 
in  Government  Stocks,  the  Trustees  proposed  to  sell  those  and 
either  lend  the  amount  on  heritable  security — a  difficult  matter, 
as  it  proved — or  buy  lands  in  Scotland.  In  January  1835  they 
purchased  from  the  Trustee  of  Lady  Cassillis  a  part  of  the 
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estate  of  Dunnottar  (Barras  and  easter  part  of  Dunnottar). 
The  price  paid  was  £73,500. 

Eleanor,  Countess  of  Cassillis,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Alexander 
Allardyce  of  Dunnottar,  died  16th  November  1832.  The  Earl  predeceased  her, 
12th  August.  Their  eldest  son  became  2nd  Marquess  of  Ailsa. 

Considering  that  it  would  be  proper  to  get  a  portrait  of 
Mr  Donaldson  for  the  Hospital,  the  Trustees  selected  Mr  Watson 
Gordon  as  artist. 

The  funds  left  by  Mr  Donaldson  at  the  period  of  his  death 
amounted  to  £215,377  (Houses,  Furniture,  Books  included)  ; 
the  Trust  Estate  at  31st  December  1844,  when  the  property 
was  conveyed  by  the  Trustees  to  the  Governors,  was  £246,712. 

The  Hospital  funds,  being  held  for  a  charitable  purpose, 
have  never  been  liable  to  the  payment  of  Income  Tax. 

First  Governors  (1845) 

Ex-Officiis  : — Lord  Justice-General. 

Lord  Clerk  Register. 

Lord  Advocate. 

Lord  Provost. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  County. 

Principal  of  University. 

Senior  Minister  of  Established  Church  in  Town  of 
Edinburgh . 

Ministers  of  St  Cuthbert’s  Church. 

Preses  of  College  of  Physicians. 

Treasurer  of  Bank  of  Scotland. 

Secretary  of  Bank  of  Scotland. 

John  Irving,  Esq.,  W.S.  (Treasurer,  Agent,  and 
Life  Governor). 

Walter  Cook,  Esq.,  W.S.  (Life  Governor). 

Elected  : — Dr  Alexander  Gillespie,  physician. 

William  Wood,  Esq.,  surgeon. 

William  Monypenny,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Customs 
at  Kirkcaldy. 

Sir  George  Clerk,  of  Penicuik,  bait. 
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1843 
6th  July 


1844 

6  th  July 

1845 

4th  April 
18th  July 


1846 
8th  Jan. 


Rev.  William  Scott  Moncrieff,  Minister  of 
Penicuik. 

John  Hope,  Esq.,  W.S. 

John  Cadell,  Esq.,  of  Tranent,  advocate. 

Alexander  Lamont,  Esq.,  of  Knockdow,  W.S. 

Henry  David  Hill,  Esq.,  W.S. 

Robert  Whigham,  Esq.,  advocate. 

Dr  Andrew  Wood,  physician. 

John  Cook,  Esq.,  W.S. 

James  Hay  Mackenzie,  Esq.,  W.S. 

Mr  Playfair  found  that  the  surfaces  of  certain  polished 
stones  were  4  disfigured  by  numerous  spots  or  stains  of  a  yellow¬ 
ish  colour  which  not  only  look  ugly  in  themselves,  but  when 
built  and  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  weather  and  the  lime, 
would  run  down  and  stain  the  adjoining  masonry  with  a  red 
colour.’ 

Those  will  have  been  the  rejected  stones  with  which,  says  tradition,  the 
New  North  Church  at  Forrest  Road  was  afterwards  built  in  1848. 

The  Retaining  Wall  (687  feet  long)  built  along  the  Water 
of  Leith  4  to  enclose  the  Ground  and  to  defend  it  from  the 
River,’  £774. 

The  4  Andes  ’  with  cargo  of  Memel  Crown  Timber  for  the 
Hospital  arrived  in  Leith  Roads. 

Contract  signed  with  Mr  John  Marshall  for  Plumber  Work. 

Contracts  with  Mr  Andrew  Dodds  and  Mr  James  Anderson 
for  Slater  and  Plaster  Work  respectively. 

The  Architect  writes  to  the  Governors  : — 4  By  unremitting 
attention  and  by  the  directions  given  in  the  numerous  working 
drawings,  aided  by  the  assistance  of  Mr  Peter  Manuel,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Works,  whose  zeal,  skill,  and  activity  have  been 
of  the  greatest  service,  the  whole  work  has  been  executed  in  the 
best  manner  in  construction,  workmanship,  and  materials.’ 
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Playfair  favours  the  erection  of  a  School  Chapel — 4  a  very 
necessary  and  becoming  appendage.’  He  estimates  the  cost  at 
£4863  ;  Interior  Finishing  £681,  and  Furniture  £658. 

4  It  is  the  mildness  that  has  surprised  us.  The  contractor 
for  building  Donaldson’s  Hospital  tells  me  that  his  masons 
were  stopped  nearly  four  months  during  the  winters  of  1844 
and  1845,  and  not  one  hour  during  the  winter  now  closing. 
All  spring  flowers  were  in  bloom  in  January  and  early  in 
February.’ — Lord  Cockburn’s  Journal. 

Mr  Playfair  reports  that  the  external  masonry  is  finished, 
owing  4  to  the  skilful  and  steady  superintendence  of  Mr  Manuel.’ 

Mr  George  Forbes,  banker,  moving,  Lord  Provost  Adam 
Black  seconding,  the  Governors  resolved  4  that  the  circumstance 
of  being  deaf  and  dumb  shall  not  be  a  disqualification  in  candi¬ 
dates  for  admission  into  the  Hospital,  to  a  limited  extent .’ 

Messrs  Young  and  Trench  have  so  far  been  paid  for  their 
work  (including  the  Chapel)  £62,600.  They  should  have 
purchased  all  the  timber  in  1846  at  latest,  with  a  view  to  having 
it  cut  up  a  year  before  use  ;  Memel  Crown  Timber  and  Peters- 
burgh  Battons  are  mentioned. 

It  was  understood  that  the  quadrangle  would  be  gravelled, 
but  Mr  Playfair  writes  : — 4  On  full  consideration  I  am  of 
opinion  that  pavement  would  be  the  proper  mode  of  finishing 
this  court  as  being  more  durable  and  much  drier  and,  therefore, 
more  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  children.’ 

Messrs  A.  and  R.  Smith’s  Tender  to  pave  the  Quadrangle — - 
£1673. 

Contracts  were  signed  with  Messrs  A.  and  R.  Smith  for 
£10,800 — Lodges,  Boundary  Walls  (with  Iron  Gates  and  Rail¬ 
ings),  Steps  of  Terraces,  Hewn  Gutters,  also  levelling  the 
Terraces  and  five  Playgrounds. 

The  East  Boundary  Wall  is  1133  feet  in  length,  the  South  843,  the  West  1248. 

Messrs  Young  and  Trench  are  directed  to  remove  their  sheds 
and  material  in  front  of  and  on  each  side  of  the  Hospital. 
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15th  March 


6th  August 

7th  Sept. 
15th  Oct. 


19th  Oct. 


Contracts  with  Mr  Hay,  painter ;  Mr  John  Kelly,  locksmith  ; 
Mr  Bryden,  bellhanger ;  Messrs  Haldane  and  Rae,  gasfitters. 

Lord  Advocate  Rutherford  moving,  Mr  Walter  Cook  second¬ 
ing,  the  Governors  unanimously  resolved  ‘  That  the  name  of 
Mr  W.  H.  Playfair,  as  architect,  shall  be  inscribed  on  some 
conspicuous  and  appropriate  part  of  the  Hospital  ;  and  also 
that  Mr  Playfair  be  requested  to  sit  to  Mr  Watson  Gordon  for 
his  portrait  to  be  placed  in  the  Hospital.’ 

The  Lease  of  the  Zoological  Gardens  at  Broughton  Hall  re¬ 
newed  at  a  rent  of  £50  for  ten  years  more  after  Martinmas  1849. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Corstorphine  District  of  Turnpike 
Roads  to  erect  a  toll-house  opposite  the  Hospital  in  lieu  of  that 
at  present  in  use  which  stands  on  the  Hospital  Ground  (some 
30  feet  westwards  from  the  East  Gate  of  the  Hospital).  The 
Road  Trustees  had  generously  allowed  the  contractors  and 
others  to  use  the  Corstorphine  Road  free. 

The  Governors  to  pay  £100  towards  the  erection  of  the  toll¬ 
house  on  condition  that  the  Road  Trustees  erect  it  according 
to  Mr  Playfair’s  design  and  under  his  superintendence. 

A  platform  to  be  erected  on  the  top  of  the  Central  South 
Tower. 

Letter  by  Lord  Cockburn  to  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  : — ‘  The  High  School,  Victoria  Church,  Scott’s  Monu¬ 
ment,  and  the  Portico  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  do  honour  to 
their  respective  designers,  Hamilton,  Graham,  Kemp,  and 
Rhind — while  the  interior  of  the  College,  the  Terrace  and  Lodge 
of  Heriot’s  Hospital,  Regent  Terrace,  the  Royal  Terrace,  the 
Royal  Institution,  the  Free  Church  College,  Stewart’s  Monu¬ 
ment,  and  especially  Donaldson’s  Hospital — of  itself  sufficient 
to  adorn  a  city — attest  the  genius  of  Playfair,  and  make 
Edinburgh  his  trophy.’ 

Messrs  Ballantine  and  Allan  at  a  cost  of  £738  to  fix  up  with 
stained-glass  the  windows  of  the  Chapel,  twenty- one  in  number, 
including  the  oriel. 

The  oriel  at  the  North  end  had  fifteen  openings,  the  side  lights  representing 
Moses,  David,  and  the  four  Evangelists,  the  central  lights  the  cardinal  virtues 
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(Temperance,  Fortitude,  Justice,  Adoration,  Truth,  Meditation)  together 
with  the  theological  virtues  (Faith,  Hope,  Charity). 

In  June  1910  the  Hospital  had  a  visit  from  Mr  Alexander  Aikman,  who 
became  an  apprentice  with  Messrs  Ballantine  and  Allan  in  August  1849.  He  it 
was  who  carried  the  stained-glass  in  a  barrow  to  the  Hospital.  He  mentioned 
that  a  journeyman,  Alexander  Ritchie,  made  drawings  of  all  the  figures  but  one, 
that  of  King  David,  which  Mr  Ballantine  himself  made  when  recovering  from 
illness.  Most  of  the  figures  were  painted  by  James  Lamb,  whose  father  had 
served  as  a  printer  under  Mr  James  Donaldson.  Mr  Aikman  could  remember 
by  name  the  girls  who  hand-painted  the  windows  other  than  the  oriel. 

The  windows  of  the  Chapel  were  destroyed  during  the  Zeppelin  Raid  on 
Edinburgh  early  in  the  morning  of  Monday,  3rd  April  1916. 

The  lantern  over  the  Chapel  Staircase  is  of  no  inconsiderable  value,  the 
glass  being  engraved. 

Mr  Shaw,  engraver,  to  take  an  engraving  from  the  portrait 
of  Mr  Playfair  painted  by  Mr  Watson  Gordon  for  the  Governors. 

Mr  John  Hatley  to  level  a  portion  of  the  Plospital  Grounds. 
Mr  Newton  to  make  the  Corstorphine  Turnpike  Road  to  suit 
the  proposed  Lodge  in  front  of  the  Hospital — the  latter’s 
estimate  being  £534. 

Mr  Bryden  to  furnish  at  £30  a  large  bell  for  school  use. 
Messrs  James  Howden  and  Co.,  56  North  Bridge  Street,  to  supply 
a  turret  clock  with  two  dials,  the  pinions  to  be  of  hard  steel, 
(£120).  The  clock  bell  of  8  cwt.  to  cost  Is  6d  per  lb. 

The  Governors  prefer  for  admission  : — 

(1)  ‘  Poor  Children  of  the  name  of  Donaldson  or  Marshall, 

if  appearing  to  the  Governors  to  be  deserving  ;  ’ 

(2)  ‘  Such  poor  Children  as  appear  to  be  in  the  most 

destitute  circumstances  and  the  most  deserving  of 
admission.’ 

Messrs  Young,  Peddie  and  Co.  to  furnish  beds  for  the  Dormi¬ 
tories  ;  Mr  John  Kelly  for  the  Sick  Wards. 

Rev.  John  Forbes,  D.D.,  LL.D.  (John  Watson’s  Institution), 
elected  House-Governor  and  Chaplain  ; 

Miss  Elizabeth  Orwin  (George  Watson’s  Hospital),  elected 
Matron  ; 

Mr  Angus  M‘Diarmid  elected  Master  and  Principal  Teacher 
of  the  Deaf-Mute  Children. 


12th  Dec. 


1850 
20th  Feb. 

28th  Feb. 
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1st  March 

20th  March 

18th  April 

26th  May 


These  three  officials  to  enter  upon  duty  in  the  beginning 
of  July  1850. 

Mr  William  Wood,  surgeon,  a  Governor  of  Donaldson’s 
Hospital,  asked  by  the  Governors  ‘  to  sit  to  Mr  Watson  Gordon 
for  his  portrait  to  be  hung  in  the  Hospital,  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  deep  sense  which  the  Governors  entertain  of  the  obliga¬ 
tions  under  which  they  lie  to  Mr  Wood  for  his  laborious  and 
valuable  services  to  the  Hospital.’ 

Messrs  Young  and  Trench  have  had  contracts  amounting 
to  £68,716.  The  Governors  allowed  that  firm  £1079,  the 
equivalent  to  half  of  the  ‘  drawback  ’  on  the  timber  used  at 
the  Hospital. 

Shotts  Iron  Company  to  supply  the  Iron  Railing  for  the 
South  Boundary. 

Mr  Playfair  states  that  Mr  Manuel,  the  Clerk  of  Works,  is 
invariably  discharging  his  duties  ‘  in  the  most  skilful,  faithful, 
and  conscientious  manner.’ 

Mr  James  Keith  to  engrave  the  portrait  of  Mr  William 
Wood,  surgeon,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr  Watson 
Gordon. 

Death  of  Mr  John  Irving,  W.S.,  at  1  North  Charlotte  Street. 

‘  For  many  years  Mr  Donaldson’s  man  of  business  and  confiden¬ 
tial  friend,  Mr  Irving  was  at  his  death  constituted  Sole  Executor 
and  Trust  Disponee  and  Agent  for  the  Estate,  and  one  of  the 
five  Trustees  for  founding  and  endowing  the  Hospital.  The 
important  duties  whether  as  then  committed  to  him  by  Mr 
Donaldson’s  Will,  or  as  afterwards  appointed  by  the  Deed  of 
Constitution,  he  discharged  with  scrupulous  fidelity,  sound 
judgment,  and  unwearied  zeal.’  The  Building  Committee  and 
their  Architect  to  decide  in  which  part  of  the  Hospital  the 
marble  tablet  can  be  erected  in  memory  of  Mr  Irving. 

The  tablet  is  set  in  the  wall  above  the  arch  opening  into 
the  Chapel,  and  the  inscription,  prepared  by  the  Rev.  James 
Veitch,  of  St  Cuthbert’s,  reads  : — 

‘  To  John  Irving,  Esq.,  the  confidential  friend  of  Mr  Donald¬ 
son  ;  one  of  the  five  Trustees  appointed  by  his  Will  for  founding 
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this  Hospital ;  one  of  the  two  survivors  on  whom  devolved  the 
task  of  framing  the  Deed  of  Constitution  ;  as  Agent  and 
Treasurer  faithful  and  devoted  ;  in  all  his  dealings  upright  and 
honourable  ;  a  man  of  unobtrusive  manners,  good  sense,  and 
sincere  piety.  The  Governors,  in  token  of  their  high  respect 
for  his  memory,  have  erected  this  tablet.  Born  November 
1770.  Died  26th  May  1850.’ 

(Says  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  the  Memoir  of  26th  April  1808  : — 

‘  My  greatest  intimate,  from  the  days  of  my  school-tide,  was 
Mr  John  Irving,  now  a  Writer  to  the  Signet.  We  lived  near 
each  other,  and  by  joint  agreement  were  wont,  each  of  us,  to 
compose  a  romance  for  the  other’s  amusement.  These  legends, 
in  which  the  martial  and  the  miraculous  always  predominated, 
we  rehearsed  to  each  other  during  our  walks.’  See  also 
Preface  to  Waverley  of  1829). 

The  payments  to  the  various  contractors  for  the  erection  of  26th  May 
the  Hospital  up  to  the  death  of  Mr  Irving  amounted  to  £95,800. 

Messrs  James  Gray  and  Son  to  furnish  Kinnaird  Grates  for 
the  Hospital,  and  Messrs  J.  Sibbald  and  Sons  to  erect  Pillar 
Grates  for  the  Dining  Halls. 

An  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  Mastership  of  the  Deaf- 
Mute  School  travelled  from  Bristol  to  Edinburgh  to  wait  upon 
the  Governors.  For  printing  his  testimonials  and  for  his 
travelling  expenses  he  demanded  £26  !  The  Governors  gave 
him  a  gratuity  of  five  guineas. 

Dr  Forbes  in  residence  as  House-Governor.  1st  July 

It  is  related  of  John  Forbes  as  a  young  man  of  twenty-seven  that,  while 
on  a  walking  tour  through  Germany  with  his  brother  and  John  Stuart  Blackie, 
he  had  the  honour  of  an  interview  with  Goethe  at  Weimar,  3rd  October  1829. 

Much  stone  from  Humbie  Quarry  (East  Lothian)  was  2nd  July 
originally  specified  for,  but,  when  the  prices  were  raised  by 
the  quarry-owners,  the  Architect  agreed  to  accept  stone  from 
either  Humbie  or  Binny  (near  Uphall). 

All  window  sills,  outer  doors,  roofing,  flooring  to  be  of  the 
best  Memel  Crown  Timber,  all  other  inside  work  to  be  of  the 
best  Quebec  or  Miramichi  Timber. 
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14th  July 


24th  July 


31st  July 


26th  Aug. 


Mr  Walter  Cook  appointed  Treasurer  and  Law- Agent.  The 
Governors  resolved  ‘  that  Mr  Cook  should,  notwithstanding  his 
election  to  the  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Agent,  continue  to 
discharge  the  duties,  and  enjoy  the  privileges,  of  a  Governor 
and  Manager  of  the  Hospital  for  life,  excepting  in  so  far  as 
may  regard  the  disposal  of  any  point  affecting  his  own  emolu¬ 
ments  or  accounts.’ 

The  Governors  have  been  meeting,  and  will  continue  to 
meet,  at  1  North  Charlotte  Street.  That  was  the  house  where 
Sir  Walter  Scott  used  to  see  ‘  Pet  Marjorie  ’  (Margaret  Fleming, 
born  1803,  died  1811). 

Mr  Stuart  Neilson,  W.S.,  appointed  Clerk  to  the  Hospital. 

Shotts  Iron  Company  to  provide  Cast  Iron  Beams  and 
Pillars  to  support  the  Paved  Floor  of  the  Kitchen. 

Messrs  James  Howden  and  Co.  to  supply  Silver  Spoons, 
etc.,  also  certain  Plated  Articles. 

Mr  Scott,  upholsterer,  George  Street,  to  make  the  furniture 
for  the  Council  Room,  Entrance  Hall,  and  Waiting  Room  (£178). 

Mr  Playfair  had  seen  in  London  a  grate  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be  suitable  for  the  Council  Room,  and  he  ordered  a 
similar  grate  for  £18. 

Mr  Brown,  of  Princes  Street  Gardens  (21s  per  week),  with 
a  foreman  (18s)  and  some  labourers,  to  lay  out  the  grounds 
round  the  Hospital. 

Dr  Gillespie  and  Dr  Seller  to  consult  Sir  John  Watson 
Gordon  and  Mr  Playfair  where  to  hang  the  portraits  of  Mr 
Donaldson,  Mr  Playfair,  and  Mr  Wood,  and  also  the  Donaldson 
family  portraits,  and  to  procure  suitable  frames  for  the  por¬ 
traits  painted  by  Sir  John  Watson  Gordon. 

British  Association  in  Music  Hall  under  the  Presidency  of 
Principal  Sir  David  Brewster,  a  Governor  of  Donaldson’s 
Hospital. 

The  Clerk  is  directed  to  send  to  Sir  John  Watson  Gordon 
the  portraits  of  Mr  Donaldson’s  father  and  mother,  which  were 
in  Mr  Irving’s  possession,  in  order  that  he  may  consider  where 
to  hang  these  and  also  the  two  portraits  of  Mr  Donaldson  sent 
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to  assist  him  in  painting  his  portrait  of  that  gentleman.  New 
frames  can  be  ordered  for  these  pictures  by  Sir  John  Watson 
Gordon,  if  necessary. 

Messrs  D.  R.  Hay  and  Co.  were  paid  for  the  attendant 
employed  during  the  meetings  of  the  British  Association  to 
show  the  Hospital  to  strangers. 

Visit  of  Queen  Victoria. 

During  the  afternoon  Her  Majesty,  with  the  Prince  Consort, 
the  Royal  Children,  and  members  of  the  suite  left  Holyrood- 
house  for  Donaldson’s  Hospital,  proceeding  by  Regent  Road 
and  Princes  Street.  They  drove  in  open  carriages,  each  drawn 
by  four  horses,  with  outriders  in  scarlet.  The  first  carriage 
was  occupied  by  the  Queen,  the  Prince  Albert,  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  the  Princess  Royal  ;  the  second  by  the  Prince  Alfred, 
the  Princess  Alice,  the  Marchioness  of  Douro,  the  Hon.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Frederica  Lennox,  and  Miss  Hilliard. 

The  visit,  if  not  the  hour,  was  pretty  generally  known  :  the 
balconies  and  windows  along  the  route  were  occupied. 

Lieut. -Col.  the  Hon.  A.  Gordon,  the  Lion.  C.  A.  Murray,  and 
the  Marquess  of  Abercorn  rode  in  the  procession. 

The  party  reached  Donaldson’s  Hospital  at  twenty  minutes 
to  five  o’clock,  and  were  received  at  the  main  entrance  door 
by  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  the  Lord  Provost,  Sheriff  John  T. 
Gordon,  Sir  William  Gibson-Craig,  bart.,  Dr  William  Wood, 
Mr  John  Cook,  W.S.,  Dr  Gillespie,  and  Mr  W.  H.  Playfair. 

Her  Majesty  walked  by  the  corridors  adjoining  the  Quad¬ 
rangle  to  the  School  Chapel,  in  which  she  lingered  with  evident 
satisfaction,  and  the  windows  of  which  attracted  a  large  share 
of  her  attention.  She  admired  too  the  ornamented  central 
pedestal  of  the  Quadrangle,  and  repeatedly  remarked  upon  the 
magnificence  of  the  edifice  itself. 

The  terrace  on  the  South,  East,  and  West  sides  of  the 
Hospital  to  have  a  retaining  wall  and  stone  balustrade,  ‘  an 
alteration  desirable  not  only  in  point  of  taste  but  also  for  the 
safety  of  carriages  coming  to  the  Hospital.’  The  offer  of 
Mr  David  Lind  accepted  at  £2274. 
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16th  Oct. 


1st  Nov. 


12th  Dec. 


(Applications  received  some  months  ago  from  133  Deaf- 
Mute  and  316  Hearing  Children.) 


First  Children  Admitted 


16th  October 

18th  October 

1st  and  4th  November 

6th  and  8th  November 


Deaf  Boys  (15) 

Deaf  Girls  (15) 
Hearing  Girls  (36)  f 
Hearing  Boys  (34)  j 


Among  the  pupils  who  entered  the  Hospital  in  November 
1850  was  the  son  of  the  Architect  of  the  Scott  Monument.  His 
body  now  lies  beside  that  of  his  gifted  father  at  St  Cuthbert’s. 
Another  was  a  pupil,  who  at  his  death  in  October  1918  was  a 
Knight,  a  Deputy-Lieutenant,  and  a  Doctor  of  Laws,  and  who 
left  movable  estate  amounting  to  £476,832.  A  girl  pupil,  who 
died  in  July  1911,  amassed  in  her  business  at  George  Street 
a  fortune  of  £29,654. 

The  Regulation  by  which  the  Children  will  attend  church 
twice  on  Sunday  (morning  and  afternoon)  is  to  be  adopted  for 
the  present  as  an  experiment  only. 

Sufficient  accommodation  could  not  be  procured  in  St  Cuth¬ 
bert’s  Church,  and  Rev.  Dr  Paul,  Rev.  Dr  Clark,  Mr  John  Cook, 
and  Mr  Neilson  conferred  with  the  City  Treasurer’s  Committee 
(Treasurer  Dick,  Councillors  Duncan,  Wilson,  Clark,  and 
Sclanders)  for  accommodation  at  St  George’s,  Charlotte  Square. 
The  Committee  apportioned  fourteen  pews  of  the  back  division 
of  the  chief  gallery  and  eight  pews  of  the  front  division,  reserv¬ 
ing  the  right  to  use  the  latter  when  the  Lord  Provost  and  his 
Council  visited  the  Church. 

Address  to  Architectural  Institute  of  Scotland  by  Very 
Rev.  Dean  Edward  B.  .Ramsay  : — 

1  We  must  always  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  erection  of  any 
edifice,  public  or  private,  there  must  ever  be  these  two  parties,’ 
the  Architects  themselves  and  those  who  have  to  pay  for  them, 
‘  and  if  there  be  not  some  taste  and  zeal  for  good  work  on  the 
part  of  employers,  no  skill  or  taste  in  Architects  themselves 
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will  avail  to  put  their  ideas  into  shape.  They  may  have  the 
most  beautiful  and  correct  designs  of  buildings  in  their  port¬ 
folios,  but  the  power  to  call  them  into  life  is  wanting.  If  the 
late  Mr  Donaldson  had  not  bequeathed  a  princely  fortune  to 
build  and  endow  a  hospital — if  Mr  Donaldson’s  Trustees  had 
not  acted  with  so  much  liberality  and  confidence  towards  the 
distinguished  Architect  whom  they  employed,  we  should  not 
have  seen  raised  in  our  time,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  our  own 
Capital,  a  building  of  such  magnificence — such  grandeur  of 
outline — such  rich  and  exquisite  detail.’ 

Duty  Paid. 

Property . £209,096  16  2 

Payments  allowed  as  Deductions  .  26,989  4  3 


Property  assessable 
Deduct  value  of  Annuities 


Duty  paid  at  10  per  cent. 


£182,107  11  11 
11,504  15  3 

£170,602  16  8 

17,060  5  8 


Mr  W.  H.  Playfair  writes  to  the  Governors  : — ‘  I  have  the 
honour  to  report  that  the  Hospital  is  finished  and  partly 
furnished  and  partially  occupied.’ 

The  dimensions  of  Donaldson’s  Plospital  are  270  feet  by 
255  feet,  the  Chapel  80  feet  by  45  feet.  The  building  with  its 
five  towers  and  twenty-nine  turrets  is  reputed  to  have  164 
apartments  and  no  fewer  than  600  window  lights. 

Deaf  Pupils  to  accompany  the  other  Children  to  church  in 
the  morning,  and  to  remain  at  home  in  the  afternoon  and  get 
religious  instruction  from  their  own  teachers. 

Petition  by  three  Advertiser  men  praying  that  the  Governors 
will  make  some  provision  for  them  in  respect  of  their  having 
served  Mr  Donaldson  in  his  printing  establishment.  The 
Governors  declined  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  being 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  Governing  Body 
to  apply  in  that  manner  any  portion  of  the  funds. 
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30th  Jan. 


3rd  Feb. 


Address  to  Architectural  Institute  by  Sir  Archibald  Alison, 
Sheriff  of  Lanarkshire  : — 

‘  Mere  beauty  of  detail  without  generality  of  effect  will  not 
succeed  in  creating  beauty  in  architecture  ’ :  he  appeals  to  the 
new  Houses  of  Parliament  at  Westminster.  ‘  There  is  another 
illustration — Donaldson’s  Hospital,  Edinburgh,  erected  by  my 
esteemed  friend,  Mr  Playfair,  second  to  none  of  the  architects 
of  his  day.  But  although  Donaldson’s  Hospital  is  a  most 
beautiful  edifice,  yet  no  person  who  has  seen  it  but  must  have 
lamented  that,  notwithstanding  its  elaborate  details — as  is  felt 
when  looking  at  the  New  Houses  of  Parliament — there  is  a 
want  of  projections  and  a  consequent  want  of  light  and  shade 
to  give  effect  to  the  edifice.  There  is  plenty  of  speciality  of 
beauty,  but  there  is  want  of  generality  of  effect.  If  any  of 
you  go  along  the  Dean  Bridge,  on  the  road  to  Queensferry,  you 
will  obtain  a  fine  view  of  the  Hospital,  and  then  this  defect  no 
longer  appears.  Why  is  this  ?  The  answer  is  plain.  At  the 
back  of  the  building  there  is  a  chapter-house  ;  that  building 
projects  out,  and  the  effect  of  it  is  such,  that  the  whole  building, 
from  that  point  of  view,  is  perfectly  beautiful,  and  just  because 
it  has  that  which  all  Gothic  Cathedrals  have — generality  of 
effect,  and  broad  masses  of  light  and  shadow.  It  has  not  this 
advantage  in  front,  which  is  a  uniform  line,  in  which  one  part 
is  exactly  like  another,  and  thence  its  only  defect.  At  the 
same  time,  there  is  no  structure  which  modern  art  has  erected 
so  honourable  to  the  artist,  to  the  workman,  or  to  Scotland.’ 

Meeting  for  the  Inauguration  of  the  Hospital  held  in  the 
Chapel.  The  boys  wore  suits  of  blue,  the  girls  dresses  of  dark 
tartan.  The  Lord  Provost  (Sir  William  Johnston)  presided, 
the  Rev.  Dr  Paul,  of  St  Cuthbert’s,  delivering  the  address,  of 
which  the  following  are  extracts  : — 

‘  Mr  Donaldson  was  a  man  of  frugal  though  not  of  parsi¬ 
monious  habits,  and  of  rather  a  retiring  disposition,  had  no 
predilection  for  gay  society  or  fashionable  amusements,  though 
he  relished  the  company  of  his  friends,  who  chose  to  keep  up 
with  him  the  easier  intercourses  of  life.  He  never  occupied 
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any  public  situation,  nor  however  much  he  supported  them, 
connected  himself  in  any  ostentatious  way  with  the  Benevolent 
Institutions  by  which  our  City  is  adorned,  notwithstanding 
that  his  natural  kindness  led  him  to  put  forth  a  most  attentive 
humanity  in  those  cases  especially  where  his  bountiful  con¬ 
tribution  was  least  likely  to  be  made  known.’ 

‘  His  attachment  to  young  people  was  one  of  the  marking 
peculiarities  of  his  character.  He  was  fond  of  their  society, 
mingled  in  their  amusements,  and  loved  to  show  them  those 
little  attentions  and  winning  acts  of  kindness  which  all  at 
that  delightful  period  of  life  know  how  well  to  appreciate,  and 
the  influence  of  this  is,  perhaps,  to  be  discerned  in  the  conse¬ 
cration  which  he  at  last  made  of  his  wealth  to  the  service  of 
the  poor  child  that  he  might  be  harboured  and  clothed  and  fed 
and  taught  and  piously  brought  up.’ 

‘  Nor  in  the  tributes  which  we  are  called  to  pay,  should 
omission  be  made  of  Mr  William  Henry  Playfair,  to  whose 
genius  and  architectural  skill  the  conception  of  this  noble  fabric 
is  to  be  traced,  who  has  raised  up  a  building  that  in  point  of 
elegance  of  design  and  correctness  of  taste  may  bear  a  com¬ 
parison  with  any  in  the  land.  While  securing  the  great  object 
for  which  it  has  been  raised,  it  will  preserve  his  professional 
fame  in  undecaying  brightness,  and  be  looked  at  by  future  ages 
with  those  feelings  of  admiration  which  the  union  of  grandeur 
of  idea,  regularity  of  structure  and  propriety  of  ornaments 
is  fitted  to  inspire.’ 

40  Deaf  and  75  Plearing  Children  are  now  in  Donaldson’s 
Hospital. 

The  gardener’s  establishment  reduced  to  eight  men.  The 
drainage  of  the  plots  to  be  done  with  pipe  tiles,  in  drains 
three  feet  deep,  and  eighteen  feet  apart. 

The  House  Committee  ‘  cannot  conclude  the  Report  in 
which  is  announced  the  completion  of  the  great  work  which  has 
been  going  on  for  some  years  past  after  the  plans  and  designs  of 
Mr  Playfair,  and  under  his  direction,  without  doing  that 

79 


5th  Feb. 

26th  Feb 

1852 

12th  Feb 


A  NOTABLE  FAMILY  OF  SCOTS  PRINTERS 


21st  May 


6th  July 


gentleman  the  justice  to  say  that  they  think  it  very  highly 
creditable  to  him,  that  while  he  was  by  his  fine  taste  adding  a 
new  feature  of  interest  and  beauty  to  our  City,  he  had  so  well 
arranged  his  plans  for  the  management  of  the  domestic  economy 
of  the  Hospital  that  in  the  experience  of  upwards  of  twelve 
months,  two  alterations  only  of  the  slightest  consequence  were 
found  to  be  required  to  be  made.’  The  first  alteration  was 
the  placing  of  doors  upon  the  entrances  into  the  Quadrangle  ; 
the  second  the  heating  of  two  large  baths  to  enable  them  to 
be  used  with  comfort  and  safety. 

The  Boys’  Warden  of  those  days  got  £25  per  annum,  the 
Under-Gardener  12s  per  week,  each  with  Bed,  Board,  Washing, 
and  a  Suit  of  Clothes. 

Donaldson’s  Hospital  agreed  to  abandon  the  servitude  for 
access  to  Broughton  Park  by  the  lane  through  the  Heriot’s 
Hospital  Nurseries.  The  arrangement  will  make  the  Heriot 
Property  more  available  and  valuable  for  feuing  purposes. 
The  road  from  Broughton  Place  to  Bellevue  Crescent  will  be 
widened,  and  a  new  road  formed  from  the  front  of  St  Mary’s 
Church  to  Leith. 

Retirement  of  Mr  William  Wood,  surgeon,  from  the 
Governing  Body  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital.  Having  visited  the 
Foundling  Hospital  and  other  Institutions  in  London,  he  had 
framed  the  Regulations  for  the  management  of  Donaldson’s, 
and  had  suggested  the  things  necessary  for  the  complete 
furnishing  of  the  Hospital. 

Representing  the  Governors,  the  Very  Rev.  Principal  Lee 
wrote  to  Mr  Wood  (9th  July)  as  follows  : — 

‘  My  dear  Sir, — I  have  the  great  satisfaction  of  conveying 
to  you  the  warm  and  sincere  thanks  of  the  Governors  of 
Donaldson’s  Hospital  for  the  valuable  services  which  you  have 
rendered  to  that  Institution  while  you  have  had  a  share  in  the 
administration  of  its  affairs,  and  particularly  while  you  have 
acted  as  Convener  of  the  House  Committee.  Having  had 
ample  opportunities  of  knowing  with  what  ardour,  energy,  and 
good  fidelity  you  have  discharged  similar  duties  in  connection 
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with  several  other  kindred  establishments  for  the  education  of 
youth,  I  have  peculiar  gratification  in  being  the  medium  of 
transmitting  to  you  the  assurance  of  the  deep  sense  which  is 
entertained  of  your  unwearied  labours  of  love  by  all  the 
gentlemen  connected  with  this  Institution,  and  particularly 
by,  My  dear  Sir,  Yours  most  faithfully  and  affectionately, 

John  Lee.’ 

The  skirting  of  the  entrance  hall  and  a  circular  lobby 
has  been  affected  with  dry  rot. 

Fifty  or  more  trees  to  be  cut  down  at  Broughton  Hall. 


Remuneration  of  Mr  Playfair  as  Architect : 

Contractors  .....  £103,875  9  6 

Commission  of  5  per  cent.  .  .  5,193  15  6 

Add  £106  4s  6d  for  Coach  Hires  during  ten  years. 


Wages  of  Female  Servants: — 

Cook  .... 
Kitchenmaid  . 

Tablemaid 
Housemaid 
Upper  Laundress  . 
Second  Laundress  . 
Under  Laundress  . 

Nurse  .... 


16  guineas. 


10 

11 

10 

13 

12 

11 


55 

55 


55 


£15  with  tea  and  sugar. 


Trees  and  evergreens  planted  in  the  three  long  walks  at 
Broughton  Hall,  and  shrubs  in  the  area  in  front  of  the  House. 
Mr  George  Yule  is  tenant. 


The  Governors  declined  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Police  to  contribute  towards  the  expense  of 
lighting  the  road  from  Haymarket  westwards. 

Mr  William  Wood,  surgeon,  24  Stafford  Street : — 

‘  There  is  in  my  possession  an  old  cradle  in  which  Mr  Donald¬ 
son  was  nursed  nearly  100  years  ago.  It  was  sold  at  a  public 
sale  of  articles  of  his  furniture  after  Mr  Donaldson’s  death.  It 
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23rd  Sept, 


7th  Oct. 


1854 

4tb  April 

1855 

1st  March 
2nd  July 
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3rd  July 


1856 
7th  May 


was  purchased  as  a  curiosity  by  one  of  his  annuitants,  and 
afterwards  presented  to  my  wife.  It  is  of  no  value  in  itself, 
but  appears  to  me  to  possess  some  interest  even  now,  which 
will  gradually  increase  with  years,  as  a  relic  of  the  Founder 
of  the  Hospital.  I  wish,  therefore,  if  not  disagreeable  to  you, 
that  it  should  be  preserved  in  the  Hospital  along  with  a 
walking-stick  and  the  coral  and  bells  which  were  used  by 
Mr  Donaldson  when  a  child,  the  latter  article  being  placed 
there  by  Dr  Gillespie.’ 

‘  There  is  also  in  the  Hospital  a  very  old  silver  cup  (quaich) 
which  seems  to  have  belonged  to  the  family  for  many  years.’ 

Dr  James  Donaldson  Gillespie  appointed  assistant  to  his 
father,  Dr  Alexander  Gillespie,  the  Hospital  physician. 

The  accommodation  for  the  Children  in  St  George’s  Church 
is  alleged  to  be  unsatisfactory  ;  they  seem  to  be  too  far  distant 
from  the  pulpit,  and  the  light,  even  in  the  morning,  is  some¬ 
times  defective.  St  Luke’s  Chapel  in  Young  Street,  or  the 
Dean  Chapel,  is  suggested  as  the  alternative. 

Report  on  Seat  Rents  of  City  Churches,  1855  : — 

‘  There  is  one  matter  regarding  the  seats  in  St  George’s 
Church  occupied  by  the  inmates  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital  which 
requires  notice.  These  are  situated  in  the  gallery,  immediately 
in  front  of  the  pulpit.  The  two  front  rows  of  seats,  however, 
were  reserved  for  being  let  to  the  public,  but,  owing  doubtless 
to  their  proximity  to  those  occupied  by  the  Hospital  inmates, 
not  one  sitting  of  the  four  pews  in  these  two  rows  has  been 
let.  The  Committee,  therefore,  purpose  to  allot  these  pews 
to  the  Hospital  in  lieu  of  a  corresponding  amount  of  accom¬ 
modation  behind,  and  to  appropriate  the  whole  of  the  seats 
in  this  gallery,  not  allotted  to  the  Hospital,  to  the  use  of  poor 
parishioners  at  one  shilling  for  each  sitting.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  Governors  of  the  Hospital  can  have  no  objection  to 
this  arrangement.’ 

The  Governors  purchased  ‘  a  piece  of  burying  ground,  twelve 
feet  square,  situated  at  the  south-west  corner  of  the  new 
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South  Burying  Ground  at  West  Kirk,  as  pencilled  off  on  the 
General  Plan.’  Gordon  Brown,  Recorder. 

The  Governors  to  abide  by  their  present  arrangements  for 
Sunday  worship  at  St  George’s. 

The  Governors  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital  accepted  renuncia¬ 
tion  of  the  old,  and  granted  a  new,  lease  of  the  ground  at 
Broughton  to  the  Zoological  Gardens  Association.  The  Gardens 
not  to  open  on  Sunday. 

Messrs  Young,  Peddie  and  Co.  to  enclose  with  an  iron  and 
wire  fence  the  field  in  front  of  the  Hospital. 

On  behalf  of  the  Trustees  of  the  late  Mr  John  Irving,  W.S., 
the  Rev.  L.  H.  Irving  presented  to  the  Governors  a  Bible  which 
had  belonged  to  Mr  Alexander  Donaldson,  the  father  of  the 
Founder  of  the  Hospital.  On  the  blank  page  at  the  beginning 
are  recorded  the  dates  of  the  births  of  his  children,  including 
that  of  Mr  James  Donaldson. 

Extract  from  Report  by  Finance  Committee  to  the 
Governors. 

Bank  of  Scotland 

‘  Of  this  Stock  144  Shares  out  of  the  200  have  formed  part 
of  the  Trust  Funds  during  the  whole  period  of  the  Trust,  having 
been  left  by  Mr  Donaldson  himself.  Mr  Donaldson  had  a  very 
intimate  connection  with  this  Bank,  which  was  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  he  selected  all  his  Trustees  from  parties  who  were 
at  the  time,  or  had  been,  connected  with  the  management  of 
the  Bank,  one  of  them,  Mr  Cadell,  being  the  Treasurer. 

‘  The  Bank  has  been  conducted  uniformly  on  most  cautious 
principles.  The  Bank  of  Scotland  was  the  earliest  Bank 
established  in  Scotland.’ 

The  Governors  subscribed  £5  5s  for  the  Spire  in  the 
Market  Place  of  Stonehaven. 

The  Governors  to  give  £25  towards  ‘  hornizing  ’  the  footpath 
leading  from  the  Hospital  to  Edinburgh. 
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1857 
6th  Feb. 


9th  April 


1858 

11th  Feb. 


27th  March 
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6th  July 
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3rd  Sept. 
14th  Oct. 

1861 

14th  Feb. 
17th  Feb. 

26th  March 


1862 

13th  Feb. 


18th  Nov. 


1866 

31st  Oct. 


Dr  Maclagan,  Preses  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  a 
Governor  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital,  presented  the  Governors 
with  a  copy  of  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser,  4th  to  7th  April  1780. 

Death  of  Mr  William  Wood,  surgeon.  (See  6th  July  1852.) 

Acting  for  Mr  Playfair’s  Trustees,  Mr  James  T.  Gibson- 
Craig,  W.S.,  presented  the  model  of  the  original  design  of  the 
Hospital. 

Mr  John  Cook,  W.S.,  appointed  Treasurer  and  Law  Agent, 
jointly  with  his  father  (Mr  Walter  Cook). 

Death  of  Mr  Walter  Cook,  W.S.,  ‘  honoured  by  all  as  a 
thoroughly  upright  man,  a  useful  citizen,  a  sincere  friend.’  He 
was  4  through  life  a  friend  of  Jeffrey’s.’ 

A  plan  having  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  feuing  the 
Hospital  lands  of  Broughton,  the  Governors  notified  Mr  George 
Wood  that  they  would  avail  themselves  of  their  power  to 
terminate  his  lease  of  the  Zoological  Gardens  at  Martinmas  1861. 

There  is  no  longer  to  be  a  4  band  ’  of  paid  singers  in  St 
George’s  Church.  A  choir  is  to  be  formed  of  volunteers  who 
will  sit  not  far  from  the  precentor  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Church.  The  Minister  and  Kirk  Session  invite  a  dozen  of  the 
Hospital  boys  to  sit  with  the  choir. 

The  Victoria  Hall,  the  last  building  remaining  at  the 
Zoological  Gardens,  to  be  removed. 

Proposed  West  End  Church. 

Mr  John  Cook,  W.S.,  chairman  of  Hospital  Committee. 
The  plan  contemplated  by  the  Promoters  was  to  build  a  church 
with  sittings  for  900,  which  would  cost  £6000  or  more,  and 
the  Promoters  did  not  think  this  could  be  done  unless  the 
Governors  contributed  one-third  of  the  expense  and  they  would 
obtain  one-third  of  the  space  for  the  use  of  the  Hospital 
inmates.  This  payment  could  not  free  the  Governors  from 
paying  rent  for  the  seats  which  would  be  applied  in  payment 
of  the  clergyman. 
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The  Deed  of  Constitution  authorised  expenditure  of  a 
capital  sum  towards  building  a  church  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Hospital  at  which  the  inmates  might  worship.  Even 
if  such  an  edifice  were  erected,  circumstances  might  render  it 
impossible  for  the  Governors  to  avail  themselves  of  its  use — - 
the  appointment,  for  example,  of  an  unsuitable  minister. 

If  any  large  sum  were  given,  the  Governors  would  reserve 
power  to  cease  paying  rent  for  the  seats  at  any  time,  and  to 
resume  the  sittings,  provided  they  gave  notice  of  three  months. 

Complaints  having  been  made  that  it  was  difficult  for  the 
children  to  hear  at  St  George’s,  extra  front  pews  of  the  gallery 
have  been  allotted  to  the  Hospital.  The  Kirk  Session  would 
like  to  allot  some  of  those  pews  to  the  ‘  band  ’  (‘  paid 
singers  ’). 

Mr  James  Hope,  Junior,  W.S.,  informed  the  Governors  that 
unless  they  would  subscribe  £2000  as  a  minimum  sum  and 
£2500  as  a  maximum,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  erect  a  church 
on  the  proposed  site  of  Coates  containing  accommodation  for 
300  inmates  of  the  Hospital. 

Sixteen  boys  go  on  Fridays  at  7.30  p.m.  to  practise  Psalmody 
with  Mr  Thomas  K.  Longbottom  in  St  Cecilia’s  Hall,  in  order  to 
accustom  themselves  to  his  style  of  singing,  and  to  lead  the 
rest  of  the  children  to  join  more  heartily  in  the  Psalmody  in 
church. 

Considering  the  shortness  of  the  interval  for  dinner  between 
the  morning  and  the  afternoon  service  at  St  George’s,  a 
Governor  proposes  an  afternoon  service  in  the  School  Chapel. 
The  children  having  in  general  fifty  minutes  between  the 
services,  the  Governors  see  no  necessity  for  making  any 
different  arrangement. 

The  plans  and  sketches  prepared  by  Mr  David  Bryce,  R.S.A., 
architect  for  the  new  Church  at  West  Coates,  were  submitted 
by  the  Promoters  to  the  Governors. 

The  probable  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  Church  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr  Bryce’s  improved  design  is  not  less  than  £7500. 
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15th  Nov. 


1868 

13th  Feb. 
7th  Sept. 

1869 
2nd  Feb. 

10th  Dec. 


1870 

January 


The  Promoters  are  prepared  to  allow  the  Governors  to 
name  one-third  of  the  Managers  of  the  Church. 

Dr  Mearns,  the  Minister  of  Kinneff,  had  erected  a  school 
upon  Barras  at  his  own  expense.  It  being  inconveniently 
crowded,  Dr  Mearns  considers  a  small  addition  necessary  and 
also  a  porch  to  shelter  the  door  from  the  north  wind.  The 
Governors  to  pay  £30  towards  the  cost. 

The  Governors  agree  to  contribute  £2500  if  the  West 
Coates  Church  can  be  opened  ‘  unburdened  with  any  debt.’ 

Mr  J.  Hope  Finlay,  W.S.,  the  Agent  of  the  Promoters, 
expects  the  Church  to  be  completed  at  Martinmas  1872. 

The  sum  of  £2500  towards  the  expense  of  erecting  West 
Coates  Church  to  be  charged  to  account  of  Capital. 

Endowed  Hospitals  (Scotland)  Act,  1869.  Committee  of 
Governors  :  Mr  John  Cook,  W.S.  (Convener)  ;  Right  Hon. 
Sir  William  Gibson-Craig,  bart.  ;  Sir  Alexander  Grant,  bart.  ; 
Dr  Andrew  Wood. 

It  is  proposed  to  turn  the  Hospital  into  a  Deaf-Mute 
Asylum. 

The  Governors  contend  that  the  combination  under  the 
same  roof  of  normal  as  well  as  deaf-mute  children,  though 
taught  in  separate  schools,  has  reacted  beneficially  on  both. 
It  strengthens  and  encourages  the  deaf-mutes,  and  aids  greatly 
in  their  mental  and  physical  development,  while  it  quickens 
the  perceptions  of  the  normal  children  and  teaches  them 
lessons  of  kindness,  patience,  and  forbearance.  It  also  prepares 
the  deaf-mutes  for  entering  the  world  when  they  leave  the 
Hospital,  the  natural  tendency  of  deaf-mutes  being  to  associate 
too  exclusively  with  one  another. 

West  Coates  Church  opened.  By  the  end  of  1871  the  Bank 
debt  incurred  in  the  building  of  the  Church  was  cleared  off, 
the  total  cost  of  building  £8050 ;  the  endowment  £3650. 
£100  to  be  paid  yearly  by  the  Hospital  for  sittings. 
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Educational  Endowments  (Scotland)  Act,  1882. 

Applying  to  all  endowments  previous  to  1872,  it  compre¬ 
hends  the  endowment  for  Donaldson’s  Hospital. 

Section  15  provides  that  where  the  founder  of  any  educa¬ 
tional  endowment  has  expressly  provided  for  the  education 
of  children  belonging  to  the  poorer  classes,  either  generally 
or  within  a  particular  area,  the  endowment  for  such  education 
shall  continue,  so  far  as  is  requisite,  to  be  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  such  children. 

Having  met  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Edinburgh 
International  Forestry  Exhibition  (1884)  : — Mr  George  Cadell 
(Secretary)  ;  Sir  James  Gibson-Craig,  bart.  ;  Mr  Fletcher  N. 
Menzies  ;  Mr  Robert  Hutchison  of  Carlowrie  ;  Mr  William 
Skinner,  W.S.  (Town-Clerk),  the  Governors  granted  the  field 
in  front  of  the  Hospital  for  the  Exhibition  in  July  1884. 

The  first  Exhibition  of  Forestry  that  has  ever  been  held 
was  opened  to-day  in  the  grounds  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital  by 
the  Marquess  of  Lothian. 

The  Governors  to  oppose  the  Draft  Scheme  (Educational 
Endowments),  and  to  obtain  the  opinion  and  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Session. 

The  Prince  and  the  Princess  of  Wales  at  the  Forestry 
Exhibition.  The  Royal  party  drove  from  the  Haymarket 
Station  to  the  West  Gate  of  the  Hospital,  preceded  by  mounted 
police,  dragoons,  and  an  outrider.  In  the  first  carriage  were 
the  Lord  Provost  and  Miss  Harrison.  Lord  Rosebery  followed 
in  a  barouche  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  and 
Lord  Colville  of  Culross.  The  Royal  Family  followed  in  the 
third  and  fourth  carriages,  each  drawn  by  four  bays  with 
postilions.  The  one  was  occupied  by  Princess  Louise, 
Princess  Victoria,  Princess  Maud,  with  Mademoiselle  Danvier, 
the  other  by  the  Prince  and  the  Princess  of  Wales,  Prince 
Albert  Victor,  and  Prince  George,  both  carriages  being 
escorted  by  a  contingent  of  fifty  Scots  Greys.  Sir  James 
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25th  Aug. 


28th  Aug. 
29th  Aug. 


12th  Sept. 


1885 
3rd  Feb. 


Falshaw  followed.  A  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  was  fired 
from  the  Castle. 

The  Manager  (Mr  Binko)  conducted  their  Royal  Highnesses 
to  the  electric  railway  which  proved  so  attractive  a  feature. 
Entering  the  ‘  Alexandra  ’  Car  they  had  a  run  round  the 
grounds.  Made  by  Messrs  Hislop  and  Son,  and  painted  in 
claret  and  vermilion,  relieved  by  gold,  the  Car  bore  the  Royal 
Arms. 

The  young  princes,  according  to  the  Scotsman,  amused 
themselves  by  keeping  the  electric  bells  going  !  At  the  end  of 
the  ride,  the  Prince  of  Wales  remarked  that  the  line  was  a 
trifle  rough. 

The  other  electric  car  carried  among  its  passengers  Lord 
Lothian,  the  Lord  Provost,  the  Town-Clerk,  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland,  Sir  James  Falshaw,  bart. 

The  Duke  of  Cambridge  at  the  Exhibition.  His  Royal 
Highness  drove  from  the  Palace  Hotel,  attended  by  Col. 
Stephens  and  General  Alastair  Macdonald. 

Lord  Northbrook  at  the  Exhibition. 

Mr  and  Mrs  W.  E.  Gladstone  also  at  the  Forestry 
Exhibition.  The  company  came  by  three  carriages  from  Dal- 
meny.  The  Prime  Minister  and  Lord  Rosebery  drove  in  what 
seemed  to  be  a  hooded  T-Cart.  Lady  Rosebery  and  Lady 
Carrington  occupied  a  Victoria  phaeton.  The  third  carriage 
brought  Mrs  Gladstone,  Miss  Gladstone,  Lady  Sophia  Palmer, 
and  Hon.  Henry  Cowper. 

The  Empress  Frederick  and  her  daughter,  Princess  Victoria, 
visited  the  Exhibition,  attended  by  Count  Seckendorff  ;  while 
later  the  same  day  Lord  Iddesleigh  arrived  with  Sir  G.  Graham 
Montgomery,  bart.,  of  Stobo. 

The  Governors  to  submit  a  case  to  the  Court  of  Session 
within  one  month  of  the  publication  of  the  Commissioners’ 
Scheme.  The  Second  Division  must  be  selected,  the  Lord 
President,  who  presides  in  the  First  Division,  being  a  Governor 
of  the  Hospital,  and  Lord  Shand  being  a  Commissioner. 
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Lord  Young,  Lord  Craighill,  and  Lord  Rutherfurd  Clark 
were  constrained  to  say  : — ‘  In  our  opinion,  the  Scheme  is  not 
contrary  to  law  ;  of  course  we  say  nothing  as  to  its  propriety 
or  expediency.’ 


Murdoch  Mackay,  of  Glasgow,  a  deaf-mute  trained  in  the 
Hospital  until  1863,  left  his  whole  movable  estate  (about 
£40)  to  his  old  School. 


The  Scottish  Education  Department  made  a  declaration  and 
remit  in  December  1886  on  the  Scheme  which  the  Endowments 
Commission  framed  for  Donaldson’s  Hospital,  John  Watson’s 
Institution,  and  the  Orphan  Hospital.  This  virtually  ex¬ 
tinguished  the  Scheme.  The  Commissioners  framed  another 
for  Donaldson’s  and  John  Watson’s  in  1887 — a  Scheme  eventu¬ 
ally  abandoned. 

Rev.  David  Balsillie,  M.A.,  House-Governor,  having  re¬ 
signed,  Mr  Alfred  Large,  Headmaster  of  the  Deaf-Mute  School, 
is  appointed  Interim  House-Governor,  with  increased  remunera¬ 
tion  as  from  Whitsunday  1889. 


In  connection  with  the  Scheme  prepared  by  the  Educational 
Endowments  Commissioners,  the  Governors  were  invited  by  the 
Scottish  Education  Department  to  state  their  views  with 
respect  to  any  re-arrangement  or  modification. 

They  stressed  the  point  ‘  that  the  maintenance  and  educa¬ 
tion  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  Children  with  a  certain  proportion 
of  Hearing  Children  be  the  main  purpose  of  the  Hospital  (so 
that  the  two  classes  may  associate  always,  as  approved 
by  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Deaf  and  Dumb).’  The 
Governors  would  fain  hope  to  perpetuate  and  increase  the 
usefulness  of  an  Institution  which  has  been  of  great  benefit 
to  Scotland  in  the  past,  which  is  doing  good  work  in  the 
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1888 
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1891 
4th  Dec. 


7th  Dec. 


18th  Dec. 


1895 
8th  Feb. 


present,  and  the  loss  of  which  would  be  viewed  by  the  public 
with  great  regret,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  opinions  expressed 
strongly  in  its  favour  by  the  Town  Council,  the  Trades 
Council,  and  others.’ 

Death  of  Mr  John  Cook,  W.S.,  from  1845  a  Governor  of 
Donaldson’s  Hospital ;  from  1861  to  1891  Treasurer  and 
Law  Agent. 

‘  As  has  already  been  well  said  by  one  of  the  Governors 
themselves,  had  it  not  been  for  the  strenuous  opposition  made 
by  Mr  Cook  and  others  to  the  recent  attempts  to  modify  the 
Constitution,  and  in  the  view  of  the  Governors  greatly  to 
impair  the  benefits  of  the  Institution,  the  Hospital  would  not 
now  have  been  in  its  present  state  of  prosperity  and  usefulness. 
The  Governors  remember  with  pleasure  the  genial  kindness  and 
courtesy  of  Mr  Cook,  which  endeared  him  to  all  in  any  way 
connected  with  the  Hospital.’ 

Death  of  Dr  James  Donaldson  Gillespie,  since  1859  Surgeon 
to  the  Hospital. 

‘  He  took  the  greatest  interest  in  the  Hospital,  of  which 
his  uncle  and  godfather,  Mr  James  Donaldson,  was  the  Founder, 
and  did  all  in  his  power,  and  especially  in  the  late  contest 
with  the  Endowed  School  Commission,  to  maintain  its  integrity 
and  its  usefulness. 

‘  In  Dr  Gillespie  the  Governors  feel  that  the  children  and 
staff  have  lost  a  kind,  attentive,  and  able  physician,  and  they 
themselves  a  valued  friend  and  counsellor.’ 

Mr  Henry  Cook,  W.S.,  since  1887  a  Governor  of  the  Hospital, 
succeeds  his  father  as  Treasurer  and  Law  Agent. 

George  Heriot’s  Trustees  offered  £1500  for  the  acquisition 
of  a  strip  of  land  at  the  back  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  roadway  to  their  remaining  lands  of 
Coates  on  the  west  side  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital.  The 
Governors  refusing  the  offer,  the  Heriot  Trustees  withdrew 
the  clause  from  their  Bill. 


90 


THE  HOSPITAL  MINUTE-BOOKS 


Mr  G.  E.  Leggatt,  picture  dealer,  of  62  Cheapside,  London,  1897 
E.C.,  offered  to  sell  the  picture  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital  painted  12th  1<eb' 
by  David  Roberts,  R.A.,  in  1851  for  W.  H.  Playfair,  architect 
to  the  Hospital.  The  Governors  purchased  the  painting — 

‘  this  was  an  opportunity  for  purchasing  a  valuable  property 
for  the  Hospital.’  Sir  Charles  Tennant  of  the  Glen  and  Lord 
Rosebery  took  an  active  interest  in  this  purchase. 


Resignation  of  Mr  Alfred  Large,  Interim  House-Governor,  1899 
and  at  the  same  time  Master  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  *  after  the  6th  Apnl 
completion  of  36  years  of  active  and  beneficent  service  to  the 
Hospital.’ 

Robert  T.  Skinner,  M.A.,  George  Watson’s  College,  3istJuly 
appointed  House-Governor ;  Principal  Sir  William  Muir, 

K  .C.S.I.,  in  the  chair. 

House-Governors  : — 

1850-1870 — Rev.  John  Forbes,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  appointed  in 
1870  Regius  Professor  of  Oriental  Languages  at  Aber¬ 
deen  (died  30th  January  1899)  ; 

1871-1888 — Rev.  David  Balsillie,  M.A. ; 

1888-1899 — Alfred  Large  (died  10th  November  1909). 


Workshop  erected  for  the  Hospital  Boys. 

Jubilee  Meeting  of  Donaldson’s  Hospital.  Chairman — 
Lord  Kinross,  the  Lord  Justice-General. 

(The  first  children  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  on  16th 
October  1850.) 


1900 

24th  April 
23rd  June 


Death  at  Osborne  of  H.M.  Queen  Victoria.  (See  30th 
August  1850.) 

Miss  Mary  C.  Allan,  L.L.A.,  appointed  Matron. 

Matrons  : — 

1850-1868 — Miss  Elizabeth  Orwin  (died  19th  March  1868). 
1868-1901— Miss  Georgina  M.  Cunningham  (died  12th 
April  1905). 


1901 

22nd  Jan. 
2nd  July 
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10th  Oct. 

1903 
1st  July 


28th  Sept. 


1904 

12th  Feb. 


18th  March 
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Organ  introduced  for  School  Chapel  Services. 

Among  H.M.  Chief  Inspectors  of  Schools  who  have  examined 
the  Deaf-Mute  and  the  Hearing  Department  have  been  : — 
Charles  E.  Wilson,  LL.D. 

John  Kerr,  LL.D.  (25  years). 

Andrew  E.  Scougal,  LL.D. 

Francis  R.  Jamieson,  LL.D. 

The  Deaf-Mute  School  had  its  first  Official  Inspection  1st 
July  1903. 

At  the  opening  of  Session  1903-1904  the  number  of  Pupils 
is  117  Deaf-Mute  and  106  Hearing. 

Promising  Deaf-Mute  Children  to  be  retained  until  sixteen 
years  of  age. 

Reports  by  the  Scottish  Education  Department 
on  the  Deaf-Mute  School 

I. — Extract  from  General  Report  for  the  year  1903  by  T.  A. 
Stewart ,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  His  Majesty's  Senior  Chief  In¬ 
spector  of  Schools  in  Scotland. 

(Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  command  of  His  Majesty.) 

‘  For  the  first  time  Donaldson’s  Hospital  has  been  placed 
under  Government  Inspection  as  far  as  the  deaf-mutes  are 
concerned.  These  constitute  about  a  half  of  the  whole  number 
of  pupils,  though,  curious  to  relate,  it  was  not  for  them  that  the 
Hospital  was  built.  The  Institution  is  admirably  managed, 
and  the  teaching  is  quite  up  to  date.  All  the  pupils  have  an 
opportunity  of  learning  lip-reading.  If  they  show  no  aptitude 
after  repeated  trials  they  are  allowed  to  use  finger  signs.  A 
very  large  proportion,  however,  are  taught  lip  speech,  in  which 
the  highest  class  show  great  proficiency.  They  converse 
readily  with  strangers  and  with  the  pupils  who  have  the  power 
of  speech. 
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‘  Several  valuable  reforms  have  been  introduced  by  the 
House-Governor.  Notable  among  these  is  the  change  in  the 
uniform  worn  by  the  boys.  The  somewhat  antiquated  dress 
of  1850  has  given  place  to  a  smart  Norfolk  tweed  suit,  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  the  wearers.  The  age  of  admission  is  from 
seven  to  nine  years,  and  that  of  leaving  the  Hospital  is  fourteen 
years.  To  the  more  promising  deaf  pupils,  however,  the 
privilege  of  remaining  until  sixteen  years  of  age  is  now  offered, 
and  is  nearly  always  accepted. 

‘  The  instruction  of  the  deaf-mutes  is,  of  course,  kept  quite 
apart  from  that  of  the  hearing  children  in  the  Institution. 
Each  school  has  its  own  staff  and  class-rooms.  But  the  two 
classes  of  children  are  allowed  to  associate  in  their  games. 
This  they  do  happily  and  harmoniously,  and  very  much  to  the 
profit  of  the  deaf-mutes.  This  frequent  intercourse  with  the 
hearing  must  in  some  measure  help  towards  their  mental 
development,  and  must  tend  to  lessen  that  inclination  for 
isolation  which  is  a  noticeable  peculiarity  of  the  adult  deaf- 
mute.’ 

T.  A.  Stewart. 

To  the  Right  Honourable 

the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  in  Scotland. 

II. — Summary  of  Inspector's  Report  received  from  Sir  Henry 
Craik,  K.C.B.,  Secretary  to  the  Scottish  Education 
Department. 

‘  An  exhaustive  report  on  this  school  was  written  last  year, 
and  the  work  need  not  yet  be  again  reviewed.  The  Head 
Master  has  gifts  which  peculiarly  fit  him  for  his  position,  and 
his  staff  is  worthy  of  him.  The  proficiency  of  the  pupils  in 
elementary  and  class  subjects,  in  spite  of  their  disabilities,  is 
very  remarkable.  Since  last  year  a  very  complete  system  of 
Hand  and  Eye  Training  has  been  introduced.  Clay-modelling 
is  beautifully  done,  and  Drawing  is  such  as  can  be  equalled 
in  few  schools.  Instruction  in  Woodwork  is  also  perfectly 
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9th  Nov. 


25th  Dec. 


1905 

21th  Oct. 


1906 
9th  Feb 


1907 

12th  Oct. 


1908 
7th  July 
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satisfactory.  The  pupils  seem  thoroughly  to  enjoy  their  school 
life,  and  the  pleasant  relations  which  exist  between  them  and 
their  teachers  are  obvious.’ 

H.  C. 

18//i  March  1904. 

Knighthood  for  Mr  Henry  Cook,  W.S.,  Treasurer  and  Law 
Agent. 

Death  of  Dr  Alexander  Lockhart  Gillespie,  Surgeon  to  the 
Hospital,  and  Grand-Nephew  of  the  Founder. 


Very  Rev.  Dr  Archibald  Scott,  Mr  Andrew  Beatson  Bell, 
advocate,  Sir  Henry  Cook,  W.S.,  and  Mr  Robert  Craigie  Bell, 
W.S.,  had  a  meeting  with  the  House-Governor  regarding  a 
proposed  history  of  the  Hospital. 


New  Baths  for  Boys  as  well  as  for  Girls  (£800). 

Purchase  of  Safe  which  belonged  to  the  Founder. 

*  105  West  Port, 
‘Edinburgh.  17 th  June  1907. 

4  The  two-door  Iron  Safe,  originally  made  for  Mr  James 
Donaldson,  of  Hospital  fame,  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
late  firm  of  Richardson  &  Son,  Tobacco  Manufacturers,  West 
Bow,  and  lastly  into  the  use  of  David  Stocks,  Boot  and  Shoe 
Manufacturer,  lately  deceased.  The  facts  are  given  by  a 
contemporary  of  the  Richardson  Firm  and  by  a  member  of 
the  family  of  the  late  David  Stocks. 

‘John  C.  Stocks.’ 

Services  prepared  for  use  in  the  School  Chapel  by  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Governors,  Very  Rev.  Dr  W.  H.  Gray  and  Rev.  Dr  J. 
Harry  Miller,  Joint-Conveners. 
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Mr  William  Young,  a  teacher  in  the  Hospital  since  11th 
January  1886,  succeeds  Mr  Brown  as  Master  and  Principal 
Teacher  of  the  Deaf-Mute  School. 

Previous  holders  of  this  Mastership  : — 

Mr  Angus  M‘Diarmid  .  .  .  1850-1863. 

Mr  Alfred  Large  ....  1863-1899. 

Mr  John  Brown  ....  1899-1909. 

The  Laundry  to  be  equipped  with  modern  plant. 

Death  at  Buckingham  Palace  of  H.M.  King  Edward  VII., 
who,  as  Prince  of  Wales,  visited  the  Hospital  in  1850  and  1884. 

812  applications  for  the  post  of  Gate-Keeper. 

Single  Locker  Desks  constructed  for  the  Deaf-Mute  Pupils. 

Presentation  to  the  Hospital  of  portrait  of  Mr  Peter 
Manuel  (died  1859),  Clerk  of  Works  during  the  building  of 
the  Hospital. 

Death  of  Mr  R.  Craigie  Bell,  W.S.,  Clerk  to  the  Governors. 

His  Grace  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  honoured  with  his 
presence  an  Exhibition  of  Physical  Exercises  by  the  Pupils 
in  the  School  Grounds. 

Commissioners  who  have  visited  the  Hospital  in  recent 
years  : — 

1893 — Marquess  of  Breadalbane. 

1896 — Marquess  of  Tweeddale. 

1912,  1913,  1914 — Lord  Glenconner  (a  Governor  of  the 
Hospital). 

1916 — Duke  of  Montrose  (also  a  Governor). 

1923 — Lord  Elphinstone. 

Mr  Robert  Scott  Moncrieff,  W.S.,  appointed  Clerk  to  the 
Governors  (died  9th  January  1923). 

The  Governors  have  registered  the  Coat  of  Arms  granted 
for  the  Hospital  by  the  Lyon  King. 

Admiral  Sir  David  Beatty  and  Lady  Beatty  have  presented 
their  autographed  portraits. 
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1911 
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10th  July 
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1919 

23rd  July 


1920 
8th  Oct. 


29th  Oct. 


1921 

10th  March 
15th  June 


5th  July 


1923 

11th  Oct. 


Dr  D.  J.  Graham  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital. 
Predecessors  in  office  : — 


Alexander  Gillespie,  M.D. 

James  Donaldson  Gillespie,  M.D. 
Alexander  Lockhart  Gillespie,  M.D. 
Russell  Elliot  Wood,  M.B.  . 
Robert  Abernethy,  M.D. 


1850-1859. 

1859-1891. 

1891-1904. 

1904-1917. 

1917-1919. 


‘  Deaf-Mute  Children  on  attaining  their  sixteenth  year 
before  1st  October,  shall  leave  at  the  end  of  the  summer  term  ; 
those  who  complete  their  sixteenth  year  before  1st  February, 
shall  leave  at  the  end  of  the  autumn  term.’ 

Dr  Alexander  Graham  Bell,  of  telephone  fame,  paid  a 
third  visit  to  the  Hospital. 

The  Chapel  windows  designed  by  Mr  James  Ballantine 
have  been  completed.  (See  19th  October  1849.) 

War  Memorial  unveiled  by  Lord  Clyde,  Lord  Justice- 
General  and  a  Governor  of  the  Hospital.  Another  Governor, 
Rev.  Dr  R.  H.  Fisher,  Chaplain-in-Ordinary  to  the  King, 
officiated  at  the  dedication  service. 

Designed  by  Mr  A.  F.  Balfour  Paul  and  carved  by  Messrs 
Scott  Morton  and  Tynecastle  Co.,  Ltd.,  the  War  Memorial  cost 
£304. 

The  Education  Authority  of  the  district  to  pay  £30  for  any 
Deaf-Mute  Pupil  whom  it  sends  to  Donaldson’s  Hospital. 

Children — deaf-mute  or  hearing — to  be  admitted  at  five 
years  of  age. 

Model  by  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Brock,  R.A.,  of  the  Group 
‘  Motherhood  ’  for  the  Queen  Victoria  Memorial,  Buckingham 
Palace,  presented  to  the  Hospital  by  his  son,  Mr  Fred  Brock. 

John  Donaldson,  a  former  pupil,  was  one  of  the  five  men 
entombed  in  the  Redding  Pit  from  25th  September  until 
4th  October.  All  saved. 
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The  Hearing  School  was  inspected  for  the  first  time  officially 
by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Schools  (Mr  James  Clark). 

Total  invested  Funds,  £341,600  13s.  That  sum  includes 
the  amount  expended  on  the  site  and  the  Hospital  (with  its 
furnishings). 

Mr  John  Cook,  W.S.,  appointed  Clerk,  Treasurer,  and  Law 
Agent,  jointly  with  his  father,  Sir  Henry  Cook,  W.S. 

The  Master  of  the  Deaf-Mute  School  has  since  6th  February 
1917  invested  for  the  children  and  officials  in  National  Savings 
Certificates  the  sum  of  £2676. 

From  the  opening  of  the  Institution  in  October  1850  the 
Governors  have  admitted  1250  Deaf-Mute  and  1708  Hearing 
Children. 


GOVERNORS  1927-1928 
Governors  Ex-Officiis 

Lord  Justice-General  (Right  Honourable  Lord  Clyde,  LL.D.). 

Lord  Clerk  Register  (His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ruccleuch  and 
Queensberry,  K.T.). 

Lord  Advocate  (Right  Honourable  William  Watson,  K.C., 
M.P.). 

Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Alex¬ 
ander  Stevenson). 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Edinburgh  (Right  Honour¬ 
able  the  Earl  of  Rosebery  and  Midlothian,  K.G.,  K.T.). 

Principal  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  James  Alfred 
Ewing,  K.C.B.,  LL.D.). 

Senior  Minister  of  the  Established  Church  in  the  Town  of 
Edinburgh  (Rev.  Thomas  Burns,  C.B.E.,  D.D.). 

Ministers  of  St  Cuthbert’s  Church  (Right  Rev.  Norman 
Maclean,  D.D.,  Chaplain-in-Ordinary  to  the  King ;  and 
Rev.  George  F.  Macleod,  M.C.,  B.A.)* 
n  97 
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2nd  July 


1926 

31st  Dec. 


1927 

14th  Oct. 
30th  Nov. 


10th  Dec. 
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Preses  of  the  College  of  Physicians  (Robert  A.  Fleming,  Esq., 
M.D.). 

Treasurer  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland  (George  J.  Scott,  Esq.). 
Secretary  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland  (A.  J.  Rose,  Esq.). 


Elected  Governors 

James  L.  Ewing,  Esq.,  LL.D. 

John  M.  How  den,  Esq.,  C.A. 

R.  M.  Ronaldson,  Esq.,  M.D. 

James  IIaig  Ferguson,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Sir  James  Balfour  Paul,  K.C.V.O.,  LL.D. 

Harry  E.  Richardson,  Esq.,  W.S. 

James  S.  Leadbetter,  Esq.,  K.C. 

A.  W.  Robertson  Durham,  Esq.,  C.A.,  F.F.A. 

J.  S.  Cockburn,  Esq. 

Patrick  Murray,  Esq.,  W.S. 

William  Thomson,  Esq. 

Rev.  William  J.  S.  Miller,  B.D.,  Minister  of  West  Coates 
Church. 

Thomas  Cowan,  Esq.,  LL.D. 

Very  Rev.  Charles  L.  Warr,  M.A.,  Dean  of  the  Order  of  the 
Thistle  and  of  the  Chapel  Royal  ;  Minister  of  the  High 
Kirk. 

G.  Herbert  Lindsay,  Esq. 
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